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DRUG-TRADE  VOLUNTEERS. 

It  is  suggested  (page  721)  that  members  of  the  drug-trade 
who  are  Volunteers  should  send  us  postcards  bearing  name, 
address,  rank,  regiment,  and  service,  with  a  view  to  the 
compilation,  and  probably  publication,  of  a  list  of  pharma- 
ceutical Volunteers.  We  shall  be  glad  to  receive  responses 
to  this  request.    (Last notice.) 

OUR    1900  DIARY. 

This  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  binders,  and  we  hope  to 
get  the  copies  for  our  Australian  subscribers  despatched 
next  week.  The  copies  to  other  colonial,  Indian,  foreign, 
and  home  subscribers  will  be  despatched  in  rotation.  All 
are  sent  post  or  carriage  paid. 

The  Diary  is  the  largest  we  have  ever  published,  and 
contains  many  special  or  new  articles  which  will  be  useful  to 
the  trade— for  example,  a  digest  of  the  pharmacy  and 
poison  laws  of  the  British  Empire,  eighteen  columns  of 
formulas,  particulars  about  the  carriage  of  dangerous 
chemicals,  treatises  on  aerated-water  manufacture,  the 
spectacle-trade,  and  photography.  It  is  desirable  that  those 
whose  subscriptions  expire  at  the  end  of  this  month  should 
renew  them  as  early  as  possible  in  order  that  they  may  be 
sure  of  getting  the  Diary.  We  expect  that  there  will  be  a 
demand  for  extra  copies,  and  the  number  for  that  purpose  is 
strictly  limited. 


Summary 


The  Year-book  of  Pharmacy  is  out,  and  is  reviewed 
on  p.  802. 

Sir  Edward  Fry  has  returned  to  the  Secret  Commissions 
charge  (p  795). 

New  Facts  in  regard  to  oil  of  j  asmine  have  been  ascer- 
tained by  continental  workers  (p.  796). 

Our  Subscribers  in  the  South  African  Republics 
are  requested  to  read  the  note  on  p.  786 . 

The  Unrestricted  Sale  of  carbolic  acid  has  once  more 
been  severely  condemned  by  a  coroner's  jury  (p.  777). 

Mr.  Vernon  Harcourt  describes  a  method  for  nreparing 
a  mixture  of  chloroform  and  air  for  anaesthesia  (p.  788). 

The  Blackburn  Chemists  on  Tuesday  strongly  con- 
demned the  tactics  of  a  Bloomsbury  contemporary  (p.  791). 

Further  News  from  correspondents  of  the  C.  %  D.  in 
the  war  district  has  been  received,  and  is  printed  on  p.  786. 

A  Picture  and  Description  of  Messrs.  F.  Newbery  & 
Son's  new  warehouse  in  Charterhouse  Square  are  given  on 
p.  785. 

The  Working-capital  of  retail  drug-companies  in 
England  is  not  far  short  of  a  million  and  a-half  sterling 
(p.  797). 

The  Irish  Pharmaceutical  Oouncil  has  had  before 
it  a  proposal  to  introduce  a  Pharmacy  Act  in  the  Isle  of 
Man  (p  782). 

The  Points  Brought  Forward  in  last  week's  Council 
debate  on  the  company  question  are  dealt  with  in  the  article 
"How  Do  We  Stand?  "  (p.  795). 

Camphor  and  Thymol  maintain  their  exalted  posi- 
tion. Vanilla-sales  were  held  on  Wednesday,  when  full 
prices  were  obtained.  Business  generally  is  rather  dull 
(p.  807). 

The  Application  of  Physiological  Research  to 
pharmacology  is  exemplified  in  the  description  which  we 
give  of  the  new  Wellcome  Physiological  Research  Labora- 
tories (p  780). 

A  Meeting  of  Pharmaceutical  Philistines  is  re- 
ported to  have  been  held  after  the  Pharmaceutical  Council- 
meeting  last  week,  and  the  results  of  their  deliberations  are 
given  on  p.  787. 

A  Glycerin- purifying  Plant,  which  was  alleged  not 
to  have  come  up  to  contract,  has  been  before  the  Judge  of 
the  High  Court,  who  has  decided  in  favour  of  the  maker  of 
the  apparatus  (p.  799). 

Mr.  E.  M.  Holmes,  President  of  the  British  Pharmaceu- 
tical Conference,  appeals  to  pharmacists  for  observations 
bearing  upon  the  revision  of  the  Pharmacopoeia,  especially 
in  galenical  pharmacy  (p.  803). 

The  Company  Question  figures  very  largely  in  this 
issue.  A  number  of  letters  are  printed  on  p.  803,  and  the 
subject  has  been  discussed  at  various  local  centres,  reports 
being  given  under  Winter  Session  (p.  788). 

"  Vivril  "  is  the  name  given  to  an  indiarubber  substitute 
obtained  by  nitrating  castor  oil  and  mixing  it  with  a  certain 
proportion  of  cellulose.  Mr.  Reid  read  a  paper  about  it  at 
the  Society  of  Chemical  Industry  on  Monday  evening  (p.  788). 

An  Unregistered  Drug-store  Keeper  in  Wolver- 
hampton has  been  fined  20Z.  and  costs  for  selling  sweet 
spirit  of  nitre  of  poor  quality,  and  a  registered  chemist  has 
been  fined  10s.  and  costs  for  the  same  offence.  The  former 
has  also  to  pay  20Z.  and  costs  for  selling  paregoric  without 
opium  (p.  799). 

Mr.  John  Smith,  President  of  the  Federation  of  Local 
Associations,  addressed  the  Manchester  Association  on  Wed- 
nesday evening  on  the  relation  of  the  Federation  to  the 
Parmaceutical  Society,  urging  better  co-operation  (p.  791). 
On  the  other  hand,  the  Bradford  Chemists'  Association  has 
resolved  that  the  federation- scheme  should  not  be  adopted 
until  Mr.  Newsholme's  has  been  decided  upon  by  the  Council 
(p.  793). 
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Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Royal  Institution. 

A  general  monthly  meeting  of  the  members  was  held  on 
November  6,  the  Duke  of  Northumberland,  K  G.  (President), 
presiding.  The  following  were  elected  members: — H.H. 
The  Thakore  Saheb  of  Gondal,  Messrs.  G.  F.  Barrett,  J.  B. 
Broun-Morison,  A.  H.  Savage  Landor,  and  T.  C.  Porter. 
Special  thanks  were  returned  to  "  A  Lady  Member  "  for  her 
donation  of  \Q0l,  and  to  Mr.  George  Matthey,  F.B.S.,  for  his 
donation  of  100£.  to  the  fund  for  the  promotion  of  experi- 
mental research  at  low  temperatures. 

Analysts'  Appointments. 

Mr.  F.  J.  Plymen,  of  Woking,  has  been  appointed  analyst 
to  the  South-Eastern  Agricultural  College  at  Wye. 

At  a  meeting  of  Kadnorshire  County  Council  last  week  a 
resolution  in  favour  of  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Raymond 
Ross,  partner  with  Dr.  Swete,  the  county  analyst,  as  joint 
analyst  for  the  county  was  proposed.  The  Vice-Chairman 
objected,  saying  they  would  be  adopting  a  principle  which 
would  really  mean  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Ross  as  public 
analyst  without  that  competition  which  was  desirable  in 
public  offices.  The  appointment  was  a  side-door  through 
which  Mr.  Ross  might  attempt  to  obtain  the  appointment. 
Other  members  having  advocated  open  competition,  the 
motion  was  eventually  withdrawn. 

At  a  meeting  of  Maidstone  Town  Council  on  October  1  a 
letter  was  read  from  Mr.  M.  A.  Adams,  analytical]  chemist, 
stating  that  in  resigning  the  office  of  medical  officer  of 
health  he  desired  to  retain  that  of  borough  analyst.  It  was 
partly  in  order  to  devote  more  time  to  analytical  work  that 
he  was  retiring  from  the  medical  officership.  He  pointed 
out  that  he  had  acted  as  analyst  for  over  twenty-seven 
years,  and  that  it  was  quite  a  separate  appointment,  and  he 
protested  against  being  deprived,  without  notice  or  reason, 
of  an  office  which  he  had  held  years  before  he  became 
medical  officer.  Alderman  Ellis  and  Mr.  Urmston  both  con- 
sidered that  the  Council  had  treated  Mr.  Adams  shabbily, 
and  eventually  a  resolution  was  passed  thanking  Mr.  Adams 
for  his  zealous  services. 

Chemists  as  Public  Men. 

Mr.  William  Wise,  chemist,  Launceston,  was  elected  un- 
opposed a  member  of  the  Launceston  Town  Council. 

Dr.  Charles  Dreyfus,  chemical  manufacturer,  has  been 
returned  unopposed  to  the  Manchester  City  Council. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Fish,  drug-dealer,  Dunkinfield,  has  been  re- 
elected a  member  of  the  Town  Council. 

Mr.  J.  J.  Phillips,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  been  returned 
at  the  head  of  the  poll  to  theAshton-under-LyneTown  Council. 

Mr.  A.  E.  Ekins,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  St.  Albans,  and 
analyst  to  Herts  County  Council,  has  been  elected  to  the 
St.  Albans  Town  Council. 

Mr.  Lawrence  Priestley,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  has  been 
elected  a  member  of  Newark  Town  Council. 

Mr.  Wm.  Jago,  F.C.S.,  F.I.C.,  analytical  chemist,  has  been 
elected  to  the  Hove  Town  Council. 

Mr.  E.  G.  R.  Watson,  chemist  and  druggist,  Beccles,  has 
been  re-  elected  for  the  fifth  time  a  member  of  the  Borough 
Council. 

Mr.  John  Green,  chemist  and  druggist,  is  Chairman  of  the 
Old  Swindon  Urban  District  Council.  Swindon  is  petitioning 
the  Privy  Council  to  grant  it  a  borough- charter. 

Mr.  Alexander  Bottle,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Dover,  and 
Mr.  Wm.  Jas.  Barnes,  chemist  and  druggist,  Dover,  have  been 
appointed  magistrates  under  the  Lunacy  Act,  1890. 

Mr.  Samborne  Cook,  chemist  and  druggist,  Nottingham, 
who  has  twice  pluckily,  but  unsuccessfully,  contested 
Conservative  municipal  seats  in  that  town,  has  this  year  been 


elected  to  the  Town  Council  by  a  large  majority  over  his 
opponent. 

A  Chemist  Bantam- breeder. 
At  the  Crystal  Palace  poultry  show  held  last  week  Mr. 
F.  E.  Schofield,  chemist,  Morpeth  (last  year's  President  of 
the  Newcastle-on-Tyne  Chemists'  Association),  obtained  a 
first  prize  for  a  cuckoo  cock  bantam,  which  had  carried  off 
firsts  at  two  previous  shows  in  the  country.  In  cuckoo  hens 
Mr.  Schofield  was  even  more  successful,  for  he  won  a  first, 
cup,  and  reserve,  with  two  pullets  shown  for  the  first  time. 
Mr.  Schofield  is  a  frequent  judge  at  local  provincial  shows  in 
the  dairy  and  poultry  classes. 

Seidlitz-powders  in  Leicestershire. 

Dr.  Bernard  Dyer,  public  analyst,  in  his  quarterly  report 
to  the  Leicestershire  County  Council,  states  that  out  of 
twenty-seven  samples  of  seidlitz-powders  analysed  by  him 
twenty  were  genuine.  Two  of  the  faulty  seven  were  in- 
correctly weighed ;  in  two  other  case3  the  alkaline  portion 
was  defective ;  and  in  three  cases  the  acid  portion  was 
adulterated  with  alum.  In  the  first  of  these  there  was  a  deficit 
of  10  gr.  of  tartaric  acid  ;  in  the  second  an  excess  of  10  gr.  of 
the  acid  and  20  gr.  in  the  alkaline  portions.  Such  errors  of 
deficiency  and  excess  he  considered  were  due  to  rough  guessing 
at  the  quantities  instead  of  accurate  weighing.  In  the  cases 
in  which  the  alkaline  portions  were  wrong  the  powders  each 
contained  only  a  small  portion  of  Rochelle  salts  and  a  large 
excess  of  sodium  bicarbonate,  besides  a  quantity  of  Epsom 
salts.  In  both  cases  these  powders  had  evidently  been  put 
up  by  a  wholesale  house  and  bore  wrappers  on  which  they 
were  described  as  "extra  strong"  seidlitz-powders. 
In  the  three  remaining  cases  the  tartaric  acid  was 
found  to  be  adulterated  with  12  per  cent,  of  alum. 
Alum  was  not  a  substance  which  should  be 
administered  unless  under  medical  direction,  as  it  had  a 
distinctly  injurious  effect  upon  the  digestion.  It  was  intro- 
duced as  an  adulterant  for  the  reason,  presumably,  that  it 
was  very  cheap  and,  at  the  same  time,  possessed  acid  pro- 
perties. For  the  same  reason  it  was  largely  used  as  a 
substitute  for  tartaric  acid  in  the  manufacture  of  cheap 
baking-powders,  and  a  certain  decision  of  the  High  Court 
having  held  that  alum  was  not  an  article  of  food  this 
substitution  was  not  illegal.  It  was  satisfactory,  however, 
to  note  that,  amongst  the  various  provisions  of  the 
new  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1899,  that  anomaly  was 
removed,  as  it  was  therein  distinctly  enacted  that  the 
definition  of  "  food "  should  thereafter  include  any  article 
that  ordinarily  entered  into,  or  was  used  in  the  composition 
or  preparation  of,  human  food. 

The  Chief  Constable  reported  to  the  Council  that  vendors 
of  the  adulterated  samples  were  prosecuted  and  convicted, 
and  fines  amounting  to  91.  13s.  Qd.  obtained.  The  vendors 
of  improperly-weighed  samples  had  been  cautioned. 

Explosion. 

On  November  6  a  serious  explosion  occurred  in  the  back- 
yard of  some  premises  at  Dalston.  About  6  lbs.  of  chlorate 
of  potash,  to  be  used  in  the  manufacture  of  fireworks  and 
coloured  lights,  exploded  with  a  terrific  report  from  some 
unknown  cause  and  inflicted  severe  injuries  on  seven 
persons.  Several  of  the  surrounding  buildings  were 
damaged  by  the  explosion. 

Poor-law  Dispensers'  Salaries. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Guardians  of  the  united  parishes 
of  St.  Giles-in-the-Fields  and  St.  George,  Bloomsbury,  a  letter 
was  read  from  the  London  District  Poor-law  Officers'  Asso- 
ciation, transmitting  copy  of  information  which  they  had 
received  from  the  Local  Government  Board  in  reference  to 
the  granting  of  a  higher  maximum  salary  to  metropolitan 
Poor-law  dispensers.  The  communication  was  referred  to 
the  Dispensary  Committee. 

A  Chemist's  Death. 

An  inquiry  was  held  at  Grantham  on  November  4  into  the 
circumstances  attending  the  death  of  Cecil  Wright,  aged  33, 
a  chemist,  lately  residing  at  52  Dudley  Road,  New  Somerby, 
whose  mutilated  body  was  discovered  on  the  railway-line 
near  Saltersford  on  the  previous  day.  Thomas  Wright 
identified  the  body  as  that  of  his  son,  who  had  been  lately 
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looking  oat  for  a  chemist's  business  in  Suffolk.  He  had  had 
a  business  but  had  disposed  of  it.  His  last  situation  was 
with  Mr.  Ballard,  of  Commercial  Road,  Stepney,  with  whom 
he  was  for  about  six  months.  Daring  that  time  he  had  been 
of  a  very  steady  and  quiet  disposition,  and  he  had  no  reason 
whatever  to  think  his  son  had  any  intention  of  doing 
away  with  himself.  Witness  produced  two  letters  for  the 
perusal  of  the  Coroner,  to  the  effect  that  the  deceased  had 
been  in  treaty  for  a  chemist's  business  at  Wandsworth.  De- 
ceased had  ample  means  to  take  a  good  business.  Evidence 
was  also  given  by  Thomas  Oates  Porritt,  a  chemist's  assistant 
and  a  friend  of  the  deceased,  who  stated  that  he  saw 
him  on  the  day  of  his  death  and  noticed  nothing  whatever 
wrong  with  deceased's  state  of  mind.  Further  evidence 
having  been  tendered,  the  jury  returned  an  open  verdict. 

Death  of  Dr  Burns. 
The  inquest  on  the  death  of  Dr.  R.  J.  Burns  was  held  at 
Sunderland  on  November  2.  The  evidence  showed  that 
some  months  ago  the  deceased  sucked  poison  out  of  the 
stomach  of  a  man,  and  since  then  he  had  not  been  at  all 
well,  and  was  very  excitable.  The  immediate  cause  of  his 
death  was  prussic-aoid  poisoning,  and  the  jury  returned  a 
verdict  to  the  effect  that  he  had  committed  suicide. 

XTot  a  Scheduled  Poison. 
At  an  inquest  held  at  Birmingham  on  November  7,  con- 
cerning the  death  of  Mrs.  Annie  Proctor,  evidence  was 
given  that  deceased  sent  her  little  daughter  to  the  shop  of 
Mr.  W.  Davies,  chemist,  Newtown  Row,  for  two  packets  of 
salt  of  lemon,  to  be  used,  she  said,  for  the  purpose  of 
cleaning  hats.  Deceased  mixed  a  quantity  in  a  tea-cup  and 
drank  it,  and  died  before  the  doctor  ariived.  A  jurjman 
asked  if  it  was  usual  for  chemists  to  serve  children  with 
poison  without  inquiry,  but  the  Coroner  replied  that  salt  of 
lemon  was  not  a  scheduled  poison.  The  usual  verdict  was 
returned. 

The  Carbolic- acid  Scandal. 

Mary  Goldthorpe,  58  years  of  age,  who  was  twitted  by  her 
husband  for  following  him  in  the  street,  poisoned  herself 
with  carbolic  acid  at  Mo^sley,  Manchester. 

Emily  Ann  Worthington,  a  servant  girl  in  Manchester, 
having  been  cast  off  by  her  sweetheart,  poisoned  herself  with 
carbolic  acid  on  November  4. 

Augustus  S.  Nash,  a  patient  in  the  Winsor  Green  Asylum 
last  week  broke  the  glass  doors  of  a  cupboard,  took  out  a 
bottle  of  carbolic  acid,  drank  the  contents,  and  died  soon 
afterwards. 

At  an  inquest  held  at  Battersea  on  November  6  on  the  body 
of  Bertha  Hicks,  19,  a  domestic  servant,  Frank  Bradfield,  a 
chemist's  assistant  in  the  service  of  Mr.  G.  F.  Bartlett,  of 
38  Battersea  Park  Road,  remembered  serving  deceased  with 
Id.  worth  of  pure  liquid  carbolic  acid.  He  gave  her  2§ 
drachms,  which  would  be  nearly  three  fatal  doses. 

The  Coroner :  This  is  not  a  scheduled  poison  yet,  is  it  1 

Witness :  No,  sir. 

The  Coroner :  I  think  assistants,  whether  they  are  regis- 
tered or  not,  ought  to  go  a  little  further  and  ask  a  few  more 
questions.    I  believe  you  are  not  bound  to  label  it  even  1 

Witness :  No. 

The  Coroner  (to  the  jury) :  Just  fancy  that,  gentlemen. 
They  won't  alter  the  law  yet,  but  I  hope  they  will  soon.  You 
can  get  carbolic  acid  anywhere,  and  the  result  of  it  not  being 
labelled  and  often  put  into  ginger-beer  bottles  is  that  people 
are  poisoned  through  drinking  it  by  mistake.  The  remains 
of  a  poison  label  are  on  this  bottle,  however. 

The  usual  verdict  was  returned. 

On  November  7,  Mr.  S.  F.  Langham,  Coroner  for  South- 
wark,  held  an  inquest  with  reference  to  the  death  of 
Michael  James  Maloney,  aged  34,  who  was  accidentally 
poisoned  by  carbolic  acid.  Deceased  picked  up  a  glass  in 
the  dark  from  off  the  mantelpiece,  and  thinking  it  was  stout 
drank  a  portion  of  the  contents,  which  proved  to  be  carbolic 
acid.  The  widow  stated  that  she  obtained  the  carbolic  acid 
in  the  glass  as  it  was  from  the  oilshop.  The  glass  was  not 
labelled  in  anv  way. 

A  Juror :  When  are  members  of  Parliament  going  to  take 
this  matter  up  and  have  the  indiscriminate  sale  of  this 
deadly  poison  stopped  1 

The  Coroner:  The  idea  of  scheduling  carbolic  acid  has 


been  under  consideiation  for  some  time  now,  and  it  seems 
that  there  is  every  likelihood  of  it  being  done. 

The  Juror :  I  am  glad  to  hear  it.  At  present  it  is  nothing 
more  than  a  crying  scandal.  It  ought  to  be  left  to  chemists 
to  sell,  and  then  only  in  proper  bottles  and  with  proper 
labels. 

Another  Juror  :  I  consider  the  present  system  nothing 
more  or  less  than  "  legalised  murder  "  If  a  chemist  was  to 
make  a  mistake  and  sell  a  poison  by  accident  he  would  be 
properly  punished  for  it,  but,  as  in  this  case,  the  oilshop 
keeper,  who  in  all  probability  hasn't  the  faintest  idea  of  the 
properties  of  the  acid,  can  sell  to  anyone  he  likes  and  under 
any  conditions. 

A  Juror :  Fifty  per  cent,  of  the  suicides  of  which  we  read 
in  the  papers  are  due  to  carbolic  acid  because  it  is  so  easy  to 
get  hold  of.  I  saw  a  child  the  other  day  walking  along  the 
street  with  about  a  pint  of  it  in  a  quart  beer-can. 

Another  juryman  suggested  that  a  rider  be  added  to  the 
verdict  calling  the  attention  of  the  Government  to  the  lax 
way  in  which  they  treated  the  carbolic-acid  danger  question. 

A  Juror  :  And  supposing  we  did  do  so.  There  would  be 
an  acknowledgment  of  the  receipt  of  the  rider  from  so  and 
so  stating  "  that  the  matter  would  have  the  earnest  and 
immediate  attention  that  the  question  deserved,"  and  then 
we  shouldn't  hear  anythicg  more  of  it  until  the  year  2000. 
(Langhter.) 

Another  Juror  :  But  we  cannot  stand  by  like  mummies  and 
let  this  scandal  increase  without  uttering  a  protest  of  some 
sort. 

A  Juror  :  Bosh  !  protests  be  hanged  !  Write  a  dozen  of 
them,  or,  better  still,  get  a  couple  of  gros3  of  them  type- 
written, and  supply  the  coroners  with  them  ready  for  use. 
(Laughter.)    It  would  save  a  lot  of  the  Coroner's  time. 

The  Coroner :  The  question  is  now  having  the  very  best  oE 
attention  owing  to  the  repeated  riders  by  coroners'  juries,  and 
I  think  that  the  danger  will  be  greatly  obviated  very 
shortly. 

A  juror :  A  label  on  a  special  bottle  is  all  that  is  required 
so  far  as  I  can  see. 

The  Coroner  :  The  sale  of  poisons  has  always  been  much 
discussed,  and  I  think  it  is  only  fair  to  leave  the  regulations 
to  those  who  thoronghly  understand  the  poisons. 

A  j  aror  :  I  say,  let  the  chemist  have  the  sale.  He  deals 
with  all  the  poisons,  so  why  shouldn't  he  with  that  ?  The 
free  distribution  of  carbolic  acid  for  disinf ecting-purposes  by 
vestiies  has,  in  my  opinion,  been  the  cause  of  more  suicides 
than  anything  else. 

After  a  further  lengthy  discussion,  a  verdict  of  death  from 
misadventure  was  returned,  with  a  rider  expressing  the  jury's 
strong  disapproval  of  the  inaction  of  the  Government  in 
allowing  such  a  scandal  to  exist  as  the  indiscriminate  sale  of 
carbolic  acid  by  oilshop-keepers,  as  the  sale  ought  to  be 
entirely  confined  to  chemists. 

Serious  Charges. 

At  Southwark  Police  Court  on  November  7,  Thomas 
Wilkinson  Illingworth  (36),  doctor  of  medicine,  was  charged 
on  remand  with  obtaining  credit  for  46£.  by  false  pre- 
tences from  the  proprietor  of  the  Half-moon  Hotel,  Borough 
High  Street.  It  was  alleged  that  prisoner  obtained  food 
and  lodging  by  repiesenting  that  he  belonged  to  the  Indian 
Medical  Staff,  and  that  the  Government  owed  him  a  con- 
siderable sum  for  services  rendered  at  Madras.  A  further 
remand  was  granted  on  the  ground  that  the  case  might  be 
dealt  with  civilly.  Bail  was  fixed  at  1001.  and  two  sureties 
for  501.  each. 

At  the  Hull  Police  Court  on  November  2,  Alfred  Lumley 
and  William  Flynn,  assistants  in  the  drug- department  of 
Messrs.  William  Cussons  (Limited),  Beverley  Road,  were 
charged  with  stealing  goods  belonging  to  their  employers. 
When  Lumley's  boxes  were  searched  goods  to  the  value  of  251. 
were  found  in  them,  including  surgical  instruments,  besides 
which  the  police  had  recovered  goods  to  the  value  of  40Z.  sold 
by  the  prisoner.  Flynn's  alleged  peculations  were  estimated 
at  about  34/!.    Both  prisoners  were  remanded. 

Seven  Years  for  Fraser. 

Alexander  Fraser  (41)  was  indicted  at  Wilts  Autumn 
Assizes  on  November  2,  before  Mr.  Justice  Day,  on  a  charge 
of  stearic g  a  cash-box,  11Z.  in  gold,  Ql.  in  silver,  a  bank-note 
for  5^.,  cheques  for  11  15s.  and  51.  respectively,  a  number  of 
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postal  orders,  &c,  the  property  of  Mr.  Joseph  Hy.  Benjamin 
Gieen,  chemist  and  druggist,  Swindon,  on  September  4. 
Fraser  pleaded  guilty. 

Mr.  Justice  Day  had  a  sergeant  of  the  London  Police  called 
to  tell  prisoner's  record,  and  thereafter  the  Judge  remarked 
that  the  record  was  the  worst  he  had  ever  heard.  The 
sergeant  said  that  everything  had  been  done  to  enable 
prisoner  to  redeem  his  character.  Situations  had  been 
found  for  him,  but  he  had  constantly  got  into  trouble. 

Mr.  Butterworth,  for  the  prosecutor,  in  reply  to  the  Judge, 
said  that  prisoner  had  admitted  that  he  wrote  the  character 
which  induced  Mr.  Green  to  engage  him. 

The  Judge :  He  evidently  knew  his  own  merits  better  than 
anybody  else. 

Prisoner  said  he  had  only  been  in  one  situation  found  for 
him,  and  he  alleged  that  he  lost  this  because  of  the  system 
of  espionage  adopted  by  the  police. 

The  Judge:  You  seem  to  have  had  a  great  many 
situations  and  names. 

Prisoner  :  Those  names  were  only  "  dramatic  names." 

The  Judge  said  the  prisoner  was  a  public  nuisance,  and 
sentenced  him  to  seven  years'  penal  servitude. 

An  Assistant's  Evidence. 

At  an  inquest  held  at  Dover  on  November  2,  touching 
the  death  of  Mrs.  Louisa  Jones,  wife  of  a  contractor's  fore- 
man, the  evidence  showed  that  deceased  had  thrown  herself 
over  the  cliff  after  being  remonstrated  with  by  her  husband 
because  of  her  familiarity  with  Thomas  Keynolds,  an 
assistant  in  the  employ  of  Messrs.  Timothy  White  &  Co. 
(Limited).  Keynolds  and  his  brother  were  lodgers  in 
Jones's  house,  but  the  former  had  left  to  go  to  Folkestone. 

Thomas  Reynolds,  10  Dover  Street,  Folkestone,  said  he 
did  not  think  the  matter  had  anything  to  do  with  him  at 
all.  He  bad  received  a  letter  from  deceased  saying  that 
she  was  going  to  destroy  herself,  bat  he  did  not  attach  any 
importance  to  it.  It  was  not  the  first  time  she  had  made 
that  statement,  and  he  attributed  it  to  the  fact  that  her 
husband  was  always  coming  home  drunk  and  abusing  her. 

The  Foreman  of  the  Jury  said  he  had  known  Mr.  Jones 
eighteen  months,  and  never  seen  him  worse  for  drink  ;  and 
Superintendent  Sanders  said  one  of  the  jurymen  had  been 
working  under  the  husband  twelve  months,  and  that  he  had 
never  seen  him  drunk  during  that  time.  It  was  a  false 
accusation. 

The  Coroner  said  the  evidence  was  very  unsatisfactory, 
and  he  would  adjourn  the  case,  so  that  full  inquiry  might 
be  made. 

Wanted  a  Dentifrice. 

At  Bow  Street  on  November  8,  Augustus  John  Mardlin, 
a  sorter  in  a  parcel-office,  was  charged,  at  the  instance  of 
the  Postmaster- General,  with  theft.  He  was  seen  tearing 
up  a  label  and  cardboard  box,  which  bad  contained  anti- 
septic tooth-powder,  addressed  to  a  doctor  in  Hanover 
Square.  The  bottle  of  tooth-powder  was  found  in  prisoner's 
bedroom,  and  he  was  remanded. 

Embezzlement. 

At  Manchester  on  November  8,  John  Leeson,  a  traveller  in 
the  employ  of  Mr.  Alfred  Davies,  druggist,  of  Preston 
Street,  Hulme,  was  sentenced  to  three  months'  imprisonment 
for  embezzling  sums  of  money,  amounting  to  601.,  belonging 
to  his  employer. 

Overdose  of  Chlorodyne. 

An  inquest  was  held  at  Manchester  on  November  7  relative 
to  the  death  of  Francis  Deane,  the  widow  of  a  surgeon  and 
dentist.  The  deceased  had  been  in  bad  health  for  the  last 
two  or  three  years,  and  had  been  under  medical  treatment. 
A  bottle  of  chlorodyne,  half  full,  was  seen  in  her  bedroom 
on  the  night  before  her  death,  and  in  the  morning  it  was 
empty,  while  deceased  was  in  a  sleep  from  which  she  never 
awakened.    Death  by  misadventure  was  the  verdict. 

Object-lessons. 

On  November  1  the  students  of  the  North  of  Ecgland 
School  of  Pharmacy,  with  their  Principal  (Mr.  F.  R. 
Dudderidge),  visited  the  Redheugh  Works  of  the  Newcastle 
and  Gateshead  Gas  Company.  The  party  was  conducted 
round  the  works  by  the  manager  (Mr.  Hardie),  who  fully 


explained  all  the  processes  in  use  for  the  manufacture  of 
coal-gas  and  its  products.  The  charging  of  the  retorts,  both 
by  hand  and  by  machinery,  was  first  demonstrated,  the  motive- 
power  in  the  latter  case  being  compressed  air,  the  red-hot 
coke  from  the  upper  row  of  retorts  being  conveyed  directly 
to  feed  the  furnace  for  heating.  Various  stages  of  purifica- 
tion were  then  described,  tar  and  ammonia  being  removed 
in  the  condensing-pipes  and  scrubbing-towers,  and  the 
carbon  dioxide  and  sulphuretted  hydrrgen  in  purifiers 
charged  with  lime.  The  conversion  of  the  liquor  into 
sulphate  was  then  shown,  the  crude  sulphuric  acid  used  to 
neutralise  the  liquor  being  freed  from  arsenic  by  passing  the 
sulphuretted  hydrogen  through  it,  and  the  excess  of  the 
latter  gas  converted  into  sulphur  in  the  Olaus  kiln. 

The  senior  students  of  the  Imperial  College  of  Pharmacy 
on  November  1  visited  the  warehouses  and  factories  of 
Messrs.  Wright,  Layman  &  Umney,  of  Southwark.  The  party 
were  conducted  over  the  Park  Street  factories  by  Mr.  Ernest 
Umney,  and  were  greatly  interested  in  the  Galloway  engine, 
which  is  employed  for  driving  the  dynamo  (for  lighting),  the 
mills,  the  sieves,  and  "  Devil  "  disintegrators.  The  mills,  con- 
sisting of  the  clutch  and  edge  runners — the  latter  in  pairs — 
exert  a  pressure  of  about  3J  tons  each,  and  are  used  for  powder- 
ing tragacanth,  soaps,  &c.  The  milled  substances  are  after  wards 
passed  through  sieves  of  various  sizes.  The  drying-room  is  kept 
at  a  temperature  of  140°  F.,  the  trays  being  arranged  in 
tiers,  a  hot-air  draught  being  circulated  by  a  Blackman  fan. 
The  making  of  malt-extract  claimed  considerable  attention, 
the  infusion  of  malt  being  first  made  in  huge  maceration- 
tubs,  the  contents  run  into  an  immense  porcelain-bricked 
well,  and  are  then  syphoned  into  the  vacuum-pans.  Ninety 
hundredweights  of  malt  are  made  per  week,  the  work 
proceeding  day  and  night.  The  pill,  pellet,  liquor,  and 
tincture  making  departments  were  each  visited,  Mr.  Umney 
giving  a  detailed  account  of  the  processes  in  each  case. 
The  party  finally  returned  to  the  Southwark  warehouses, 
where  Mr.  Swinton  explained  the  method  and  arrangement 
in  the  various  departments. 

Football, 

The  second  football  match  in  connection  with  the  Phar- 
maceutical Football  League  took  place  on  November  4,  at 
Shepherd's  Bush,  between  the  London  College  and  Muter's. 
The  London  College  won  by  five  goals  to  two. 


3ii6b  flews. 


Local  neivsjiapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Personal. 

Mr.  J.  S.  Ashe,  M  P  S. I.,  has  been  awarded  first  prize, 
consisting  of  a  cheque  for  3/.  and  a  silver  medal,  by  the 
examiners  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  for  materia 
medica. 

Dr.  Hugh  Ryan  has  been  appointed  professor  of  chemistry 
to  the  Cecilia  Street  Schools  and  fellow  and  examiner  to 
the  Royal  University,  at  a  salary  of  800?.  a  year.  Dr.  Ryan 
is  on  the  sunny  side  of  30. 

Blots  his  Letters  with  a  Towel. 
The  dispensary  officer  at  Emo  complained  to  the  Mount- 
mellick  Guardians  that  in  consequence  of  the  insufficient 
supply  of  stationery  he  has  to  blot  his  letters  with  a  towel 
instead  of  blotting-paper,  and  asks  for  pens  and  ink.  The 
Guardians  have  resolved  to  only  send  sufficient  writing 
materials  for  immediate  requirements. 

Overworked  DoetorpJ 

The  Tipperary  Poor-law  Guardians  have  under  considera- 
tion the  question  of  appointing  a  chemist  or  apothecary  for 
the  locality,  as  the  combined  duty  of  physician  and  com- 
pounder has,  it  is  stated,  killed  several  doctors  through  over- 
work. Ten  thousand  four  hundred  people  in  the  district 
have  to  be  looked  after  by  one  medical  man.  The  matter 
has  been  referred  to  the  Local  Government  Board  for 
decision. 
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Analyst  Appointment. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Fermoragh  County  Council  on 
November  3  a  letter  was  read  from  the  Local  Government 
Board  diawiDg  attention  to  the  section  of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act  which  enacts  that  a  county  analyst  cannot  be 
removed  without  their  sanction.  Advertisements  had  been 
issued  for  the  position  of  county  analyst  at  a  salary  of  30Z.  a 
year,  and  there  were  several  applications.  Mr.  Barklie, 
Belfast,  was  appointed  by  a  large  majority. 

Presentation. 

The  employ  6  3  of  the  firm  of  Messrs.  John  Clarke  &  Co. 
{Limited),  chemists  and  druggists,  Belfast,  met  at  Ye  Olde 
Castle  Kestaurant  on  November  4,  and,  after  a  dinner, 
presented  Mr.  Alfred  Dornan,  city  representative  of  the 
firm,  with  an  illuminated  address,  marble  clock,  and  orna- 
ments, on  the  occasion  of  his  marriage.  Mr.  Maxwell 
Thompson  presided,  and  Mr.  Evans,  Sscretary  to  the  firm, 
handed  a  substantial  cheque  to  Mr.  Dornan,  the  gift  of 
Messrs.  Clarke  &  Co.    Mr.  Dornan  suitably  responded. 

PaTaffin-water. 

At  the  Monaghan  County  Court  Dr.  Meredith  R.  Whitla, 
Pharmaceutical  Councillor,  sought  to  recover,  under  the 
Malicious  Injuries  Act,  the  sum  of  501.  for  damage  alleged 
to  have  been  done  to  a  mineral-water  machine,  the  property 
of  the  Diamond  Mineral-water  Company,  with  which  he  is 
connected.  The  evidence  was  that  on  July  28  last  it  was 
found  that  paraffin  oil  bad  been  put  in  the  generator  of  the 
machine,  and  the  material  in  consequence  was  spoiled.  It 
took  ten  days  to  make  good  the  damage,  and  consumers 
were  brought  forward  to  prove  that  the  aerated  waters 
contained  oil,  and  that  they  therefore  discontinued  giving 
orders  for  the  waters.  The  Judge  held  that  there  was  no 
malicious  injury,  and  dismissed  the  case. 

Strychnine  sans  Signature. 

At  the  inquest  on  the  body  of  Mr.  L.  P.  Lapsley,  managing 
clerk  to  a  solicitor  of  Dromore,  who  (on  being  dismissed  by 
his  employer  for  continued  intemperate  habits)  took  a  dose 
of  strychnine,  the  evidence  showed  that  deceased  did  not 
sign  the  poison- book,  but  merely  "touched  the  pen," 
Mr.  W.  J.  Weir,  druggist,  said  deceased  came  in  on 
November  1  and  asked  for  3d.  worth  of  strychnine,  saying 
he  wanted  it  for  rats.  He  was  given  10  gr.,  which  he  paid 
for.  "  I  asked  him  to  sign  his  name  in  the  book  ;  he  said  he 
would  just  touch  the  pen.  I  [swear  that  is  his  mark."  He 
never  got  any  poison  before,  and  was  perfectly  sober  at  the 
time.  Witness  did  not  know  why  he  would  not  sign  his 
name.  He  told  him  to  be  very  careful,  as  strychnine  was 
a  very  dangerous  poison.  It  was  pure  strychnine.  He  did 
not  think  it  strange  that  a  solicitor's  clerk  would  only  make 
his  mark — it  was  often  done.  He  sold  strychnine  every  few 
days,  but  if  asked  for  poison  for  vermin  he  gave  phosphorus. 
It  was  not  customary  for  a  person  to  ask  him  to  touch  the 
pen  if  he  did  not  know  him.  A  verdict  of  death  by 
strychnine  self-administered  was  returned. 

Law  Cases. 

Recently  in  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench,  Dablin,  a  motion 
was  heard  at  the  suit  of  Messrs.  Dackworth,  Manchester, 
for  leave  to  sign  judgment  against  Messrs.  Byrne  &  Shaw 
(Limited),  chemists,  80  Kevin  Street,  Dablin,  for  Is.,  for 
goods  sold  and  delivered.  The  Court  gave  judgment  for  the 
amount  claimed. 

In  the  Queen's  Bench  Division,  Dublin,  on  November  4, 
Mr.  Stanley  Jones,  solicitor,  Belfast,  moved  for  final  judg- 
ment on  behalf  of  Grattan  &  Co.,  chemists  and  druggists, 
Corn  Market,  Belfast.  The  defendant  was  Mr.  J.  S.  Exham, 
who  resides  at  Killiney,  near  Dablin,  and  the  action  was 
brought  to  recover  money  due  for  goods  sold  and  delivered 
between  the  years  1894  and  1893.  The  Court  made  the 
order  sought. 


An  Irish  Pharmacist  writes: — "I  am  now  close  on 
twenty  years  a  subscriber  to  the  G.  D.,  and  would  not  feel 
happy  the  Saturday  morning  it  did  not  arrive  by  first  post." 
<143/8.) 


Scotcb  IRews. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


To  Creditors. 

The  Blairgowrie  Advertiser  of  November  4  contains  a 
notice  to  the  creditors  of  Mr.  Peter  McGlashan,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Wellmeadow,  Blairgowrie,  requesting  them  to 
render  their  claims  forthwith  to  A  &  R.  Robertson  &  Black, 
solicitors,  Blairgowrie,  with  a  view  to  an  early  settlement 
thereof. 

The  Pharmaceutical  Atmosphere. 

The  meeting  of  the  Executive  of  the  North  British  Branch 
at  which  examiners  were  nominated  turns  out  to  have  been 
a  very  stormy  affair,  the  matter  which  induced  the  dispute 
being  the  choice  of  gentlemen  for  the  two  vacancies  on  the 
Board.  The  voting  was  close  in  spite  of  the  instructions 
from  headquarters,  and  there  is  a  good  deal  of  soreness 
remaining. 

Municipal  Chemists. 

The  following  chemists  have  been  returned  at  the  recent 
municipal  elections  as  councillors: — Mr.  Richard  Clark, 
Edinburgh  (unopposed);  Mr.  W.  B  Dougall,  Auchterarder ; 
Mr.  D.  J.  McKinnon,  Dundee ;  Mr.  David  Walker,  Lockerbie ; 
Mr.  John  Macintyre,  North  Bsrwick;  Mr.  Alex.  Robertson, 
Oban  ;  Mr.  T.  Ness,  Tranent ;  Mr.  M.  McLean,  Kinghorn. 


Colonial  ano  jforeton  IRews. 


From  the  U.S.A.. — A.  Dalziel's  telegram  from  New  York 
states  that  Mrs.  Louise  Better,  the  wife  of  a  chemist  at 
Baltimore,  has  begun  an  action  for  divorce  on  the  ground 
that  her  husband  has  forced  her  to  try  the  effects  of  various 
poisons  he  concocts,  and  that  to  render  them  attractive  he 
makes  them  up  into  fancy-drinks.  After  she  has  had  one 
of  these  drinks,  she  alleges,  he  has  watched  her  symptoms, 
and  has  given  her  an  antidote  just  in  time  to  save  her  life. 
He  began  doing  this  the  sscond  day  after  they  were  married, 
she  says,  and  they  have  only  been  married  a  fortnight. 

A  New  Capsule. — Dr.  David  Genese,  of  Baltimore,  the 
suppository-specialist  whose  inventions  are  mentioned  in  the 
C.  ft.  B.  Diary  for  1898,  page  491,  has  perfected  a  desiccated- 
rice  capsule  for  administering  drugs  in  their  original  state. 
It  is  formed  of  two  half-boxes  sliding  into  each  other,  and 
presents  the  appearance  of  a  smooth  pear-like  lozeDge  or 
tablet.  It  resists  the  action  of  atmospheric  changes,  and 
solid  extracts  can  be  dispensed  in  them,  keeping  in  perfect 
condition.  Powders  can  be  weighed  directly  into  them  and 
sealed.  Disintegration  of  the  capsule  takes  place  in  one 
minute  after  swallowing. 

Seychelles  Produce. — Mr.  Harold  Baty,  of  Mahe,  writes 
as  follows  to  the  Shamba :— "  The  vanilla-crop  this  year  will 
not  be  large— only  40,500  lbs.  The  high  prices  foi  Seychelles 
vanilla  ruling  at  Mincing  Lane,  however,  make  even  small  crops 
valuable.  There  has  lately  been  a  great  rise  in  the  prices 
obtained  for  inferior  vanilla  in  London.  Only  a  few  years 
ago  it  hardly  paid  to  export  pickings— i  e.,  lean  and  dry  red 
beans.  In  fact,  this  stuff  could  frequently  be  bought  up  for 
25c.  (4a.)  per  lb.  Lately  these  same  pickings  have  been 
selling  in  London  for  9s.  to  12s.  per  lb.  The  exports  of 
cocoanut  oil  are  keeping  up  well.  Every  British-India  steamer 
going  to  Bombay  takes  five  or  six  hundred  bundles.  Of 
course,  cocoanut  oil  can  be  manufactured  very  cheaply  with 
us.  Every  cocoanut-planter,  however  small  his  estate,  has 
his  own  secherie  or  drying-shed.  A  couple  of  men  or  boys 
can  work  these  sheds,  so  that,  in  spite  of  the  showery 
weather,  the  coprah  can  always  be  kept  drying  in  the  sun 
till  the  very  last  moment,  and  then  immediately  run  in  under 
cover." 


Limes  and  lime-juice  to  the  value  of  25.753Z.  were  exported 
from  the  island  of  Montserrat  in  1898,  against  24.514Z.  in. 
1897,  19.240Z.  1896,  19.599Z.  1895,  and  12.284?.  in  1894. 
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[From  otir  Paris  Correspondent,) 


Paeis  Faculty  of  Sciences. — Professor  Moissan  has  been 
appointed  Director  of  the  Laboratory  of  Practical  Chemistry 
at  the  Paris  Faculty  of  Sciences,  and  Dr.  Ohatin,  formerly 
assistant  professor  at  the  Paris  School  of  Pharmacy,  has  been 
nominated  professor  of  histology. 

Obituaby. — The  death  of  M.  Alfred  Viallanes,  formerly 
professor  of  pharmacy  at  the  Dijon  School  of  Medicine  and 
Pharmacy,  is  announced.  M.  Viallanes  was  connected  for 
thirty-five  years  with  the  school.  His  lectures  were  always 
popular,  owing  to  his  special  gift  of  giving  lucid  explana- 
tions of  complicated  scientific  questions.  Much  of  the 
success  of  the  Dijon  School  is  attributed  to  him.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  local  committee  for  the  inspection  of  phar- 
macies, ^^.{g^.  7Z^7 

Gbanulated  Kola  as  a  Trade-mask— In"  reference 
to  the  litigation  pending  between  M.  Astier  and  a  phar- 
macist, in  which  the  former  claims  a  priority  to  the  use  of 
the  words  "  granulated  kola  "  (kola  granulee)  as  a  trade- 
mark, M.  Astier  has  been  a  good  deal  attacked  in  the 
pharmaceutical  press,  against  which  he  is  protesting  on  the 
ground  that  the  matter  is  still  mb  judice.  He  says  that  he 
considers  he  has  a  right  to  claim  priority  in  the  words,  and 
adds,  "  I  want,  once  again,  to  obtain  lor  phaimacists  the 
right  to  their  trade-marks.  It  interests  each  one  of  us  that 
the  products  resulting  from  our  efforts  and  personal  work 
should  remain  our  property.  In  order  that  this  may  be  so, 
our  marks  must  be  respected.  They  are  the  only  guarantee 
of  our  manufacture,  as  tbe  law  does  not  recognise  patents  in 
pharmaceutical  matters.''^ 

Closing  Phaemacies  foe  Illegal  Pbactice.— The 
keeping  of  open  shop  without  possessing  the  necessary 
diploma  is  a  comparatively  common  thing  in  France,  and 
generally  takes  the  form  of  trading  under  cover  of  another 
man's  diploma.  The  local  pharmacists'  syndicates  usually 
prosecute  when  cases  come  under  their  notice,  but  their 
intervention  is  mostly  requisitioned  when  the  interested 
parties  fall  out,  though  there  have  also  been  flagrant  attempts 
at  company-pharmacy,  which  have  apparently  also  prospered 
for  a  time.  The  extreme  measure  of  closing  a  {.harmacy  for 
illegal  practice  is  very  rarely  resorted  to,  and  anyone  who 
makes  the  most  of  the  legal  delays  can  set  the  syndicates  at 
defiance  for  a  more  or  less  lengthy  peiiod.  A  judge,  after 
fining  a  man  for  illegal  practice  of  pharmacy,  is,  as  a  rule, 
adverse  to  enforcing  a  second  punishment  by  ordering  the 
immediate  closing  of  the  pharmacy.  M.  Bogelet,  however, 
the  eminent  legal  adviser  of  the  General  Association  of 
French  Pharmacists,  recommends  that  the  course  should  be 
insisted  on. 

ASSUBANCE  AGAINST  DISPENSING  ACCIDENTS.— The  pre- 
position made  at  the  last  general  meeting  of  the  P.A.T.A.  to 
inaugurate  a  system  of  mutual  insurance  against  pharmacists 
induced  the  C.  S;I>.  correspondent  to  obtain  the  latest  details 
of  the  working  of  the  French  Pharmacists'  Assurance 
Society's  scheme,  which  was  described  in  our  issue  of 
January  11,  1896.  Nominally  founded  in  1890,  it  numbered 
113  adherents  when  the  first  general  meeting  was  held  in 
June,  1892.  This  number  has  now  increased  to  289  members. 
The  idea  has  occasionally  been  criticised  in  the  daily  papers 
as  likely  to  render  pharmacists  careless,  but  the  fact  that 
only  one  claim  has  been  paid  in  ten  years  is  a  sufficient 
answer  to  this  accusation.  The  maximum  sum  assured  is 
4002 ,  and  the  annual  premiums  have  varied  from  6s.  8d.  in 
1891  to  10s.  in  1898.  In  that  year  the  amount  of  the  com- 
pensation for  the  accident  having  been  paid  off,  a  former 
rate  of  8s.  was  readopted.  Several  fatal  and  expensive 
dispensing- accidents  have  occurred  during  the  last  ten  years 
among  non-assured  pharmacists.  The  only  change  worthy 
of  mention  made  in  the  statutes  of  the  Society  since  1896  is 
to  the  effect  that  the  accidents  in  veterinary  pharmacy 
(claims  for  death  of  animals  through  incorrect  dispensing) 
should  be  included  in  the  risk  assured. 


Oue  congratulations  to  the  Droguisten  Zeitung  of  Leipzic 
which  celebrated  its  semi  jubilee  on  October  1. 


Wellcome  fl>b\)siolooical*researcb 
Xaboratoties. 


WE  had  the  privilege  cn  Monday  of  inspecting  the  new 
physiological- research  laboratories  which  Messrs. 
Burroughs,  Wellcome  k.  Co.  have  completed  at  Brockwell 
Hall,  Heme  Hill.  It  will  be  remembered  that  we  announced 
early  in  the  year  that  the  firm  had  secured  this  old  mansion, 
and  the  extensive  grounds  in  which  it  stands,  for  the  purpose 
of  producing  antitoxic  serums,  and  for  carrying  on  bacterio- 


The  Wellcome  Physiological  Research  Laboratories. 


logical  and  physiological  research.  Since  then  the  bui'dings 
have  teen  in  the  hands  of  the  workmen,  who,  under  the 
directicn  of  Dr.  Walter  Dowson,  the  director  of  the  labora- 
tories, have  been  reconstructing  the  interior  of  the  mansion 
and  completing  the  stable-arrangements.  The  work  is  now 
practically  complete  so  far  as  the  buildings  are  concerned, 
and  Dr.  Dowson  was  good  enough  to  conduct  us  over  the 
p'ace  and  explain  the  work  that  is  done,  as  well  as  the 
natui  e  of  the  scientific  work  which  goes  on  in  the  labora- 
tories. Dr.  Dowson,  we  may  say,  is  a  Cambridge  B  A.  and 
M.D.,  and  has  given  special  attention  to  the  study  of 
zymotic  diseases  and  to  public  health  generally. 

It  happened  when  we  called  that  several  horses  were  being 
inoculated  with  diphtheria-toxin,  and  we  bad  thus  the 
opportunity  of  seeing  exactly  how  this  important  operation 
is  done.  Two  hundred  and  fifty  cubic  centimetres  of  the 
filtered  toxin — that  is,  a  broth  in  which  the  diptheria- 
bacillus  has  been  cultivated  and  whose  strength,  after  filtra- 
tion through  a  Berkefeld  filter,  has  been  determined  by 
practical  experiment  upon  guinea-pigs— is  introduced  under 
the  skin  of  the  shoulder  of  the  animal  by  means  of  a  hypo- 
dermic needle  attached  to  an  ordinary  ^-litre  separator 
fitted  at  the  top  with  an  efficient  air-filter,  and  to  which  an 
aspirator  is  attached,  so  that  the  serum  flows  out  by 
pressure.  It  takes  about  a  minute  to  introduce  the  250  c  c. 
under  the  skin,  and  it  is  so  humanely  done  that  the  horse 
shows  little  indication  of  pain— certainly  a  great  deal  less 
rearing  than  it  would  if  pricked  slightly  with  a  spur.  We 
followed  one  of  the  animals  into  a  stable,  which  in  equip- 
ment reminds  us  somewhat  of  the  Queen's  stables  ;  it  is,  in 
fact,  exactly  like  any  other  modern  stable,  constructed  on  the 
best  sanitary  principles,  except  that  theie  is  a  wider  gang- 
way between  the  stalls  so  that  on  rainy  days  the  horses  may 
be  exercised  under  cover.  All  the  animals  looked  particu- 
larly sleek  and  well  cared  for,  although  some  of  them  bad 
been  under  diphtheria-treatment  for  years,  while  others  have 
been  made  immune  to  typhoid,  or  tetanus,  or  streptococcus, 
and  have  yielded  many  a  litre  of  blood,  and  saved  many 
lives  otherwise  despaired  of.    Yet  the  horses  are  very  "  fit ." 

The  inoculation  is  done  at  a  laboratory  quite  isolated 
from  tbe  research- laboratories  and  the  stables.  In  this 
isolated  laboratory  the  blood  is  also  drawn  from  the  animals 
and  allowed  to  settle  before  being  taken  to  the  larger 
laboratories  for  final  treatment  and  bottling. 

The  old  drawing-room  of  the  mansion  has  been  fitted  up 
as  a  physiological  laboratory.  Here  toxins  are  filtered  and 
their  strength  determined  by  experiment  upon  animals — 
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some  hundreds  of  guinea-pigs,  a  few  rabbits,  scores  of  white 
mice,  frogs,  and  fowls  being  kept  for  physiological  experi- 
ments. This  physiological  laboratory  is  magnificently  fitted 
up,  the  drawers  of  the  benches  being  a  real  delight  in 
regard  to  their  arrangement  for  safe  storage  of  glass 
apparatas  The  benches  are  covered  wi;h  linoleum,  which 
is  a  perfect  protective  and  one  of  the  cheapest  bench-covers 
which  we  have  yet  seen.  The  equipment  in  regard  to 
apparatus — incubators,  sterilisers,  &.c. — is  complete  without 
being  prodigally  lavish. 

Dr  Dowson  tells  us  that  the  production  and  consumption 
of  diphtheria- antitoxin  still  keeps  on  increasing,  and  in 
association  with  this  his  firm  undertake,  for  a  very  small 
and  nominal  fee,  to  determine  for  medical  men  within 
twelve  hours  whether  matter  removed  from  the  throat  of  a 
suspected  diphtheria-patient  is  or  is  not  diphtheritic.  So 
also  in  respect  to  tuberculous  sputa  and  other  infectious 
matter.  Incidentally  we  learnt  that  this  work  and  the  pro- 
duction of  diphtheria-serum  is  not  regarded  as  nor  intended 
to  be  a  profit-making  department.  The  charge  made  for  the 
serum  is  nominal,  and  is  not  related  to  the  cost  of  produc- 
tion, Mr.  Wellcome's  idea  being  that  the  method  of  treatment 
has  been  so  successful  wherever  it  has  been  thoroughly 
cariied  out,  as  in  fever-hospitals,  that  its  employment  in 
private  practice,  especially  amongst  the  working  classes, 
should  be  encouraged,  and  cheap,  yet  efficient,  serum  is  the 
first  step  towards  this. 

The  work  of  the  laboratories  does  not  appear  to  be  more 
intricate  than  work  that  is  carried  on  in  any  retail  chemist's 
shop,  but  that,  we  fancy,  is  entirely  due  to  the  perfection 
of  the  arrangements,  and  that  perfection  is  the  result  of 
large  experience,  especially  of  methods  that  have  failed. 
Down  in  the  basement  of  the  mansion  is  a  large  incubating- 
room,  heated  by  an  ingenious  hot-air  stove,  which  keeps  the 
room  at  constant  temperatures,  varying  from  about  32°  C. 
at  the  floor  to  38°  0.  at  the  ceiling.  Here  are  brought  the 
various  broths  which  have  been  prepared  in  the  kitchen, 
sterilised  and  inoculated  with  the  culture  of  the  specific 
disease.  The  broths,  in  quantities  of  several  litres,  are 
placed  on  appropriate  shelves,  and  there  the  mould-like  growth 
of  micro-organisms  appears  on  the  surface,  the  micro- 
organisms producing,  as  they  increase  and  multiply,  the 
toxins  in  quantity  according  to  the  duration  of  the  culture. 
The  bottles  and  carboys  in  this  room  hold  death  by  the 
townful,  yet  the  arrangements  are  so  good  that  one  might 
sleep  in  the  room  without  fear ;  and  we  may  say,  here,  that 
one  of  the  laboratory-assistants  and  the  caretaker  live  on 
the  premises,  and  luncheon  and  tea  are  served  to  the  staff 
every  day.  This  is  a  tribute  to  the  perfection  of  the 
arrangements. 

The  toxic  strengths  of  culture-broths,  after  being  filtered 
under  pressure  through  a  Berkefeld  filter,  are  determined  by 
comparison  with  a  standard  toxin  ;  the  toxin  after  stan- 
dardisation is  carefully  stored,  and  the  horses  get  injections 
of  gradually- increasing  amounts  every  second  day.  It 
will  be  understood  that  the  effect  of  injecting  the 
toxin  into  the  animal  5s  to  produce  the  symptoms  of 
the  disease,  but  not  actually  the  disease  itself,  as  the 
animal  is  not  infectious.  The  temperature  of  the  animal 
rises  and  falls  in  sympathy  with  the  injection  made,  and 
clinical  observations  are  recorded  just  as  if  the  horse  were  a 
critical  hospital  patient.  In  the  course  of  six  weeks  or  more 
it  is  found  that  the  blood-serum  of  the  animal  has  attained 
the  defired  antitoxic  strength,  this  being  determined  by 
inoculation  of  a  guinea-pig  with  a  measured  volume  of  the 
blood-serum  generally  mixed  with  a  certain  quantity  of  toxin 
of  known  strength,  the  quantity  of  tbe  latter  used  being 
usually  such  as  would  kill  the  animal,  so  that  if  the  amount 
of  serum  used  exactly  neutralises  the  effect  of  the  toxin  the 
unit  strength  of  the  serum  is  the  same  as  that  of  the 
toxin.  In  Brockwell  Hall  they  try  to  kill  as  few  pigs  as 
possible. 

From  the  physiological  laboratory  the  prepared  antitoxin 
is  taken  in  the  long  run  to  the  packing-department  upstairs 
— a  series  of  rooms  in  which  girls  are  employed  in  sterilising 
the  bottles  by  heat,  filling-in  measured  volumes  of  the  serums, 
corking,  labelling,  and  so  on,  all  the  work  being  done  on 
strictly  aseptic  principles — the  girls,  being  clad  in  un- 
bl  eached  linen  overalls,  which  is  the  uniform  worn  by  every 
w  oiker  in  the  establishment  who  is  engaged  in  handling  these 
animal  substances. 


In  association  with  this  productive  work  is  the  physio- 
logical chemistry  laboratory.  This  occupies  the  old  dining- 
room  of  the  mansion  and  is  unique  in  its  fittings,  the 
laboratory  being  one  of  the  most  complete  of  its  kind  in 
England  The  work  done  here  is  entirely  in  connection 
with  the  chemical  constitution  of  various  animal  remedies. 
Broadly  speaking  it  may  be  said  that  the  idea  is  to  get  at 
and  isolate  active  principles  of  the  bodies,  and  generally  to 
assist  the  physiologists  in  any  line  of  research  which  they 
may  be  undertaking,  and  we  may  say  that  that  is  con- 
tinuously going  on  at  the  same  time  as  the  productive  work, 
For  example,  Dr.  Dowson  and  his  colleagues  are  endeavouring 
to  ascertain  whether  guinea-pig  parents  who  have  been 
made  immune  to  diphtheria  confer  that  immunity  upon  their 
offspring,  and  it  is  expected  that  by  patient  observation  a 
generation  may  be  reached  which  shows  at  least  some 
degree  of  immunity.  That  will  not,  in  any  case,  happen  until 
well  on  in  the  next  century,  and  should  it  be  established  we 
shall  have  a  new  principle  with  which  to  fight  the  ills  of 
man. 

We  do  not  attempt  to  describe  every  department  of 
this  institution — space  forbids — and  necessarily  there  is  a 
great  deal  which  could  be  writ 'en  about.  For  example,  on 
the  upper  floor  there  is  an  absolutely  airtight  sterile  room 
where  antitoxic  serums  are  spontaneously  evaporated  to 
the  scale  condition.  Apart  from  the  production  of 
serums  and  bacteriological  diagnosis  the  laboratory-workers 
conduct  therapeutic  standardisation  and  testing  of  such 
drugs  as  ergot,  cannabis  indica,  and  opium,  in  which  the 
results  of  physiological  tests  add  distinctly  to  the  knowledge 
gained  by  chemical  analysis. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  there  is  a  great  future  before 
such  work  as  this  in  connection  with  the  practice  of  physic, 
and  it  i  gratifying  to  know  that  a  firm  connected  with  British 
phaiinacy  should  be  participating  so  thoroughly  in  what 
must  be  for  many  years  a  commercially  unprofitable  under- 
taking. We  repeat  the  sketch  of  Brockwell  Hall,  which  we 
printed  when  we  previously  referred  to  the  acquirement  of 
the  property.  The  buildiog  has  been  thoroughly  renovated 
and  added  to,  the  new  parts  including  an  electric  light  in- 
stallation the  power  for  which  is  generated  on  the  premises. 


Business  Changes. 


Notices  of  changes  in,  the  retail  trade,  and  opening  of  new 
businesses,  are  inserted  in  this  section  free  of  charge,  if 
properly  authenticated. 


Messes.  T.  Maeshall  &  Son,  chemists,  Beverley,  have 
disposed  of  their  Market  Weighton  branch  to  Mr.  Holmes 
Robinson,  of  York. 

Mil.  F.  J.  Olivee,  chemist,  Gabriel's  Hill,  Maidstone,  has 
purchased  the  business  of  Messrs.  T.  G.  Stonham  &  Son, 
Bank  Street,  Maidstone. 

Mb.  G.  Myees,  formerly  with  Messrs.  T.  Marshall  &  Son, 
chemists,  Beverley,  has  acquired  the  business  recently  carried 
on  at  York  by  Mr.  Holmes  Robinson. 

Mb.  B.  W.  Hubble,  chemist  and  druggist,  Harrington 
Road,  Workington,  has  purchased  the  business  in  South 
William  Street,  WorkiDgton,  recently  carried  on  by  Mr.  Agar. 

In  our  last  issue  we  mentioned  that  Day's  Metropolitan 
Drug  Company  (Limited)  had  taken  over  the  business  lately 
carried  on  by  Pond  &  Son  at  305  High  Street,  Borough. 
Messrs.  B.  0.  Pond  &  Son  ask  us  to  say  that  they  have  not 
any  connection  with  the  above  firm,  and  continue  their 
business  at  Brixton  Hill  and  Olapham. 


Detecting  Si  bychnine  in  Exhumed  Bodies.— There 
is  a  case  recorded  in  Taj  lot's  '  Medical  Jurisprudence  "  of 
the  detectit  n  of  strjcl  nine  in  a  body  which  had  been  buried 
six  m-  nths.  Dr.  W.  H.  Haw,  of  Barberlon,  Transvaal,  in 
the  Lancet,  cites  a  recent  case  in  which  Dr.  Loevy,  of 
Johannesburg,  detected  undoubted  traces  of  strychnine  in  a 
body  after  nearly  ten  months'  burial. 
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COUNCIL  MEETING. 

THE  Council  met  at  67  Lower  Mount  Street,  Dublin,  on 
November  1.  There  were  present : — Messrs.  R.  J.  Downes 
(President),  Grindley,  Wells,  Kelly,  Michie,  Dr.  Walsh, 
Professor  Tichborne,  Montgomery  (Belfast),  Jamison 
(Belfast),  W.  J.  Baxter  (Coleraine),  Bernard,  Simpson,  and 
Porter. 

Courtesy  and  Reciprocity. 

The  President  said  their  first  duty  was  to  welcome  their 
new  member,  Mr.  Jameson.  They  were  pleased  to  see  him 
amongst  them  as  a  representative  of  druggists,  and  they 
hoped  frequently  to  see  him  at  the  Council-meetings. 
Another  matter  to  which  he  (tbe  President)  wished  to  refer 
was  that  they  had  had  Mr.  Sidney  Vaughan,  the  President  of 
the  Queensland  Pharmaceutical  Society,  with  them  at  the 
meeting  on  the  previous  evening.  The  Council  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Queensland  had  asked  him  to 
have  a  conference  with  the  Councils  of  that  Society  and  of 
the  Society  of  Great  Britain  on  matters  which  they  wished 
to  have  discussed.  One  of  these  was  the  question  of 
reciprocity.  His  Council  had  sent  a  copy  of  their  regulations 
and  also  information  as  to  their  examinations. 

It  was  decided  that  the  reception  of  Mr.  Vaughan  should 
be  put  on  the  agenda-paper  for  the  next  meeting. 

Isle  op  Man  Pharmacy. 

A  letter,  dated  October  25,  was  read  from  Mr.  G.  A.  Ring, 
Attorney-General  of  the  Isle  of  Man.  It  stated  that  hitherto 
there  had  been  no  Pharmacy  Act  in  that  island,  and  that  he 
was  about  to  introduce  one  based  on  the  lines  of  the  English 
Act  of  1868  and  the  Irish  Act  of  1875,  and  intended  to 
adopt  the  English  and  Irish  registrations  The  writer  asked 
for  information  as  to  the  existing  pharmaceutical  and 
chemist  qualifications  in  Ireland  and  a  number  of  other 
points.  The  reply  which  the  Registrar  had  sent  was  also 
read. 

The  President  :  It  will  be  an  advantage  to  us  if  that  is 
carried  into  effect. 

Mr.  Bernard  said  it  would  be  well  to  point  out  to  the 
Attorney-General  the  serious  flaw  that  existed  in  the  Irish 
Acts,  in  consequence  of  which  limited  companies  were 
enabled  to  evade  the  original  intentions  of  the  Act  of 
Parliament.  The  expression  of  opinion  by  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor of  England  should  also  be  sent  to  him  ;  and  he  might 
thus  be  enabled  to  frame  his  Act  so  as  to  prevent  the 
occurrence  of  such  abuses  in  his  dominion. 

Mr.  Wells  :  He  is  going  to  pass  a  special  Act  for  himself, 
and  they  are  about  to  accept  our  qualification  in  lieu  of  an 
examination  of  their  own.  We  ought  to  take  the  oppor- 
tunity of  thanking  him  for  taking  us  into  consideration,  for 
I  think  it  is  a  very  great  matter  for  us. 

Mr.  Bernard  :  Don't  you  think  we  should  help  him  by 
pointing  out  the  flaws  and  difficulties  we  labour  under  as 
regards  company-pharmacy  ? 

Mr.  Wells  :  I  endorse  everything  that  you  have  said.  I 
only  want  to  add  our  thanks. 

The  draft  reply  was  approved  of,  and  the  Registrar  was 
directed  to  add  the  thanks  of  the  Council,  as  suggested. 

The  Library. 

The  Council  then  considered  the  following  resolution 
passed  at  the  annual  meeting  : — 

That  it  is  desirable  that  a  library  on  a  practical  basis  be  esta- 
blished, available  to  members,  associate  druggists,  and  students  of 
our  schools  of  botany,  materia  medica,  and  chemistry,  and  that 
books  considered  necessary  for  reference  be  added  to  the  present 
stock,  and  a  catalogue  of  same  be  provided. 

Mr.  Kelly  moved  that  the  resolution  be  acted  on,  and 
pointed  out  the  advantages  which  the  library  would  confer. 
Besides  being  a  benefit  to  the  rising  juniors  it  would  tend 
to  bring  the  licentiates  of  the  Society  together  more  than  in 
the  past. 

Mr.  Baxter  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Montgomery:  From  what  source  will  the  funds 
come  1 


The  President  :  I  think  any  of  our  funds  would  be  avail 
able  for  such  a  purpose. 

Mr.  Kelly  :  There  are  some  hundreds  of  books  lying 
below  stairs,  and  it  would  require  very  little  money  to  supply 
the  additional  ones  that  are  needed. 

Dr.  Walsh  said  he  agreed  that  there  should  be  a  library, 
but  the  difficulty  would  be  to  get  people  to  read  the  books. 
It  was  almost  impossible  to  get  either  licentiates  or  students 
to  come  to  the  evening  meetings. 

Mr.  Wells  said  he  agreed  with  nearly  everything  that 
Dr.  Walsh  had  said.  Very  shortly  after  he  (Mr.  Wells) 
joined  the  Council  members  expressed  a  desire  to  have  a 
library,  but  the  stumbling-block  was  the  difficulty  about 
getting  readers.  The  students  would  not  attend  the  evening 
meetings.  Sometimes  there  were  six  or  eight  persons  at  one 
of  these  evening  meetings,  but  they  were  mostly  members  of 
the  Society  or  of  the  Council.  It  was  deplorable  that  the 
attendance  at  the  evening  meetings  was  so  bad,  considering 
that  so  many  good  lectures  were  given.  At  the  meeting 
when  an  admirable  lecture  was  given  by  Professor  Tich- 
borne, the  only  other  persons  present  were  the  President  and 
himself  (Mr.  Wells).  If  thay  established  this  library  they 
would  be  obliged  to  have  a  librarian  and  to  provide  a  room 
with  fire  and  gas.  He  did  not  know  what  room  in  that 
house  was  available  for  a  library.  They  might  put  the  books 
they  had  into  some  sort  of  order.  He  thought  the  best 
course  would  be  to  refer  the  subject  to  the  School  Com- 
mittee and  let  it  be  brought  up  at  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Council. 

Mr.  Kelly  maintained  that  the  attendance  at  the  evening- 
meetings  supplied  no  criterion  as  to  what  would  be  the 
attendance  in  a  library.  If  their  young  men  found  there 
books  that  would  keep  them  in  touch  with  the  progress  of 
science  they  would  go  to  read  them.  He  was  sure  that  they 
would  not  be  behind  the  Scotch  and  English  students  in  that 
respect.  The  Council-room  was  only  used  for  their  meetings 
twelve  or  thirteen  times  in  the  year,  and  it  might  be  made 
available  for  the  purpose. 

Professor  Tichborne  supported  Mr.  Kelly's  proposal. 
Their  catalogue  showed  a  valuable  lot  of  books,  and  it  was  a 
pity  that  these  should  be  doing  nothing.  The  Council 
received  a  great  many  presentations  and  most  of  the  scien- 
tific journals.  A  few  more  might  be  added,  and  he  believed 
that  about  51.  a  year  would  be  the  entire  cost  of  the  library. 

After  some  further  discussion  the  motion  was  altered  by 
omitting  the  words  after  "  chemistry,"  and  adding  "  that 
the  matter  be  referred  to  the  School  Committee  to  carry  out 
details,"  and  in  that  form  was  passed  unanimously. 

Donations  were  received  from  the  Editor  of  The  Chemist 
and  Druggist  of  copies  of  "  Diseases  and  Remedies," 
"  Pharmaceutical  Formulas,"  "  The  Art  of  Dispensing," 
"  Veterinary  Counter  Practice,"  and  "  Proctor's  Manual  of 
Pharmaceutical  Testing,"  for  which  thanks  were  voted. 

Prizes  for  Papers. 

A  report  of  the  School  Committee  stated  that  they  did  not 
consider  it  expedient  to  award  prizes  for  papers  read  at  the 
evening  meetings. 

The  President  said  he  had  proposed  that  these  prizes 
should  be  given  because  he  thought  it  would  induce  their 
licentiates  to  read  papers,  and  that  the  education  not  only  of 
the  students  but  of  the  licentiates  themselves  would  be  thus 
promoted.  He  and  those  in  favour  of  the  proposal  thought 
that  some  stimulus  was  wanted  to  make  their  licentiates 
follow  up  their  studies  and  not  sink  down  to  a  dead  level  of 
work  behind  the  counter.  It  had  been  suggested  that  the 
three  last  evening  meetings  of  the  session  should  be  devoted 
to  these  prize  papers,  the  merits  of  which  should  be  pro- 
nounced upon  by  independent  examiners.  It  would  be  open 
to  country  members  to  send  up  papers  for  competition. 

Mr.  Michie  thought  that  members  would  be  deterred 
from  sending  up  papers  if  they  thought  that  their  work  was 
to  be  made  the  subject  of  adjudication.  They  should  be  left 
to  contribute  them  of  their  own  free  will. 

Mr.  Kelly  maintained  that  the  offering  of  such  prizes 
for  papers  would  elicit  the  cream  of  the  intelligence  of  the 
pharmaceutical  chemists  of  Ireland. 

Mr.  Bernard  :  What  safeguard  would  there  be  against 
copying  out  of  foreign  papers  ? 

Professor  Tichborne  :  I  would  be  more  inclined  to  give 
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prizes  for  original  research.  Any  smart,  clever  fellow  can 
write  an  essay. 

Dr.  Walsh  :  Medals  might  be  given. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  was  adopted. 

Miscellaneous. 

Mr.  J.  N.  Binks  was  elected  Professor  of  Theoretical 
Chemistry.  Mr.  Binks  held  the  Young  Scholarship  at 
Anderson's  College,  Glasgow,  for  three  years. 

It  was  decided  that  copies  of  the  examination-papers 
should  in  future  be  placed  before  the  Council  at  the  meeting 
next  succeeding  each  examination. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Geindley,  seconded  by  Mr.  Wells, 
the  following  gentlemen  were  elected  members  of  the 
Society  : — Messrs.  A.  J.  Cahill,  Dublin  ;  G.  G.  Dixon,  Mallow ; 
and  T.  L.  Foster,  Belfast.  Messrs.  J.  T.  Chamberlain, 
Dublin,  and  J.  Hewton,  Ballinasloe,  were  nominated  for 
membership. 

This  was  all  the  public  business. 


EVENING  MEETING. 

The  opening  meeting  of  the  Winter  Session  was  held  on 
November  6,  Mr.  K.  J.  Downes  (President)  in  the  chair. 

Ebpoetebs  and  Committee. 

Mr.  J.  A.  Ray,  Mr.  J.  Smith,  and  Mr.  W.  V.  Johnston  were 
re-elected  reporters  in  chemistry,  botany,  and  pharmacy 
respectively,  and  the  following  were  elected  as  a  committee 
for  the  ensuing  year : — Miss  Ada  Wyatt,  and  Messrs.  H. 
O'Connor,  George  Brown,  J.  T.  Turner,  D.  M.  Watson,  and 
J.  Michie.  Mr.  O'Connor  having  intimated  his  intention  of 
retiring  from  the  position  of  Hon.  Secretary,  Mr.  W.  V. 
Johnston  was  chosen  to  act  as  his  successor. 

The  President  referred  briefly  to  the  work  of  the  past 
session,  and  paid  a  high  tribute  to  the  reporters,  especially 
to  Mr.  Ray,  who  he  said  was  a  first-class  officer.  With 
reference  to  the  contemplated 

Museum 

he  understood  that  an  estimate  for  a  mahogany  case  had 
been  procured  from  a  local  firm  of  cabinet-makers,  but  it 
proved  to  be  so  high  that  the  matter  had  to  be  dropped  for 
the  present.  What  was  now  most  wanted  was  tor  the 
members  to  rally  round  the  evening  meetings  and  make 
them  a  success.  The  question  of  awarding  prizes  was  at 
present  an  open  one,  but  it  would  be  seen  from  the  report  of 
the  Council-meeting  that  it  had  not  been  lost  sight  of.  It 
had  been  suggested  that  the 

Evening  Meetings 

were  held  with  closed  doors.  He  wanted  to  make  it  clear 
that  these  meetings  were  open  to  all  licentiates  of  the 
Society  and  students  connected  therewith.  When  the  old 
Dublin  chemical  schools  were  in  existence,  the  members  had 
cards  of  invitation  supplied  to  them  to  invite  outsiders  to 
the  meetings.  They  could  at  present  have  similar  tickets, 
and  these  could  be  dated  and  signed  by  the  member  issuing 
them.  The  President  feared  that  the  evening  meetings  were 
not  such  as  to  induce  the  great  bulk  of  licentiates  to  become 
members.  1 

Mr.  Johnston  :  If  we  give  a  decent  syllabus  and  offer 
some  instruction,  we  may  get  additional  members. 

The  President  :  This  room  is  an  open  one.  If  a  licentiate 
comes  here,  and  offers  information  that  is  useful,  we  are 
always  very  glad  to  get  it ;  but  when  certain  conditions  of 
membership  are  laid  down  the  line  must  be  drawn  some- 
where. The  meetings  are,  however,  practically  open  ones, 
and  nobody  attending  them  is  ever  questioned  as  to  whether 
he  is  a  member  or  not. 

Mr.  Johnston  said  that  that  had  not  been  made  clear  at 
the  start,  and  it  kept  away  a  number  of  licentiates. 

Mr.  O'Connor  said  the  matter  had  long  since  been 
adjusted. 

The  President,  in  reply  to  a  question,  said  that  member- 
ship conferred  the  right  to  vote  at  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  Society  and  entitled  the  member  to  become  a  candidate 
for  a  seat  on  the  Council,  and  he  received  a  copy  of  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist  free  every  week. 


The  following  syllabus  for  the  ensuing  session  was  sub- 
mitted and  approved  of  : — 

November  27.    Discussion  on  Prescription-difficulties. 
December  11.    Lecture,  "  The  Development  of  Plant-life  from 
Seed  to  Fruit "  (illustrated  by  limelight),  by 
Mr.  P.  Kelly,  M.C.P.S.I. 
December  26.    No  meeting. 
January   8.    Report  and  practical  demonstration  on  phar- 
macy, by  Mr.  W.  V.  Johnston,  M.P.S.I. 
January  29.  Lecture. 
February  12.    Report  on  botany,  by  Mr.  J.  Smith,  M.C.P.S.I. 
February  26.    Lecture,  "  Some  Facts  about  the  Distribution 
of  Plants  "  (illustrated  by  limelight),  by  Mr. 
J.  N.  Laird,  B.A. 
March  12.    Paper,  "  The  Dialysis  of  Drugs,"  by  Dr.  J.  C. 
McWalter,  M.P.S.I. 
April  9.  Lecture. 

April  23.    Report  on  chemistry,  by  Mr.  J.  A.  Ray,  B.A. 

The  President  moved,  and  Mr.  Watson  seconded,  a 
vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  O'Connor  for  his  services  as  Hon. 
Secretary.  The  resolution  was  carried  with  applause,  and, 
Mr.  O'Connor  having  replied,  the  proceedings  terminated. 


£raoe=*m>arks  Hpplieo  for. 

Anyone  who  objects  to  the  registration  of  a  trade-mark  must 
address  the  Comptroller-General,  Patent  Office,  Chancer]) 
Lane,  W.C.,  within  a  month  of  the  date  of  publication. 

When  "  no  claim  "  is  mentioned  in  the  subjoined  abstracts,  this 
implies  "  no  claim  for  the  exclusive  use  of  the  word  "  in 
inverted  commas. 


(From  the  "  Trade  Marks  Journal,"  October  25,  1899.) 

Scimitab  Brand,  device  of  scimitars,  and  name  and  address  of 
firm  ;  for  disinfectants.  By  Dussek  Brothers  &  Co.,  Veruey 
Road,  S.E.  224,932. 

"Vorspen";  a  veterinary  remedy.  By  T.  F.  Spencer,  Silver 
Street,  Kettering.  225,314. 

"Zozyma";  for  drugs.  By  Lorimer  &  Co.,  41  Britannia  Row, 
Islington,  N.  225,318. 

"  Arsycodile  " ;  for  pharmaceutical  preparations.  By  Dr. 
Maurice  Leprince,  24  Rue  Scogei,  Paris.  225,521. 

Device  of  barrister  lioldiug  handkerchief,  and  wording  (essential 
particular,  the  device) ;  for  liquid  medicine.  By  E.  G. 
Hughes,  38  Victoria  Street,  Manchester.  225,594. 

"  Sarton  "  ;  for  a  pharmaceutical  product.  By  F.  Boyer  &  Co., 
Konigstrasse  27,  Elberfeld,  Germany.  226,002. 

Device  of  milkmaid ;  for  mineral  and  aerated  waters.  By  the 
Keystone  Company,  98  Lennox  Street,  Birmingham.  224,883. 

"  Clenoline  "  (no  claim  for  "Clean");  for  a  glove-cleaner  and 
grease-remover.  ByAlwyn  &  Co.,  4  Lowlands  Road,  Runcorn. 
224,662. 

"  Beautiline  "  (no  claim  for  "  Beauty  ") ;  for  face-cream,  denti- 
frice, &c,  and  toilet-preparations.  By  De  Sevigne  &  Co., 
2  Heathcote  Street,  W.C  225,474. 

'•  Fore  and  Aft  "  and  "  Ultimatum  "  ;  for  perfumery  and  toilet- 
articles.  By  C.  Thomas  ife  Brothers  (Limited),  Broad  Plain 
Soapworks,  Bristol.    226,008,  226,014. 

(From  the  "  Trade  Marks  Journal,"  November  1,  1899.) 

"  Cristoid  "  ;  for  sensitised  photo  films  and  plates.  By  Sandell 
Films  and  Plates  (Limited),  29  Queen  Street,  London. 
225,789. 

"  Berrite  "  and  "  Berrilite  "  (no  claim  for  "  Berry  ") ;  for 
chemical  substances.  By  Copal  Varnish  Company  (Limited), 
Palmerston  Buildings,  E.C.    225,895,  225,896. 

Symbolic  device ;  for  chemical  substances.  By  B.  Kiihn,  36  St. 
Mary-at-Hill,  E.C.    224,551,  224,552. 

"Sparkling  Puritzer"  and  geometrical  design  (essential  par- 
ticulars, the  device  and  word  "Puritzer");  for  an  aerated 
water.  By  Reynolds  &  Branson,  14  Commercial  Street, 
Leeds.  222,378. 

"  Blazer  "  ;  for  mineral  and  aerated  waters.  By  Meadowcroft  & 
Son  (Limited),  24  Regent  Street,  Blackburn.  226,219. 

"  Ram's  Head  "  and  pictorial  devices,  and  wording,  &c.  (essential 
particulars  are  the  combination  device  and  words  "  Ram's 
Head  ")  ;  for  perfumed  soap.  By  J.  "Watson  &  Sons  (Limited) 
Whitehall  Soapworks,  Leeds.  217,106. 
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Me.  H.  S.  Martin,  chemist,  East  Grinstead,  secured  the 
gold  medal  at  the  Brewers'  Exhibition  in  the  hop-ale  com- 
petition. 

Mr.  W.  F.  H.  Pocock  (J.  Y.  Pocock  &  Co.,  Cape  Town), 
who  has  lately  resided  in  Bedford,  is  now  at  the  Gape  on  a 
short  visit. 

The  marriage  of  Baron  de  Bush" 'and  Miss  Pauline 
Joran  will  take  place  at  St.  Margaret'?,  Westminster,  on 
December  6,  at  2.30  p.m. 

Mr.  G.  L.  Scott,  Ph.C,  who  will  be  well  remembered  by 
past  students  of  the  Manchester  College  of  Pharmacy,  has 
again  undertaken  the  post  of  a  demonstrator  at  the  College. 

Mr.  Aubbby  T.  Hill  has  been  appointed  the  successor  to 
the  late  Mr.  W.  Lloyd  Williams  as  assistant-manager  of 
Messrs.  Burroughs,  Wellcome  &  Co.'s  works  at  Dartford, 
Kent. 

Mr.  Colin  Bees,  chemist  and  druggist,  son  of  the  late 
Mr.  W.  H.  Eees,  J,  P.,  has  presented  Dartmouth  and  Kings- 
wear  Liberal  Club  with  an  enlarged  portrait  of  his  father, 
one  of  the  founders  of  the  club. 

In  commenting  last  week  upon  chemists'  risks  (page  753) 
we  assumed  that  Mr.  T.  F.  Shephard,  260a  Fulham  Road, 
S.W.,  was  the  Fulham  pharmacist  who  had  to  defend  his 
dispensing  integrity,  the  fact  being  that  in  the  earlier  case 
Mr.  W.  A.  Shephard,  8  Greyhound  Road,  Hammersmith,  W., 
was  the  defendant. 

The  Treasurer  of  the  Chemists'  Assistants'  Union 
announces  that  he  has  received  a  donation  of  31.  from  Mr. 
Hugh  Lloyd,  of  Walton-on-Naze.  It  will  be  remembered 
that  the  net  proceeds  of  a  smoking- concert  were  given  to 
Mr.  Lloyd  during  a  long  and  painful  illness  early  this  year. 
This  amount  Mr.  Lloyd  has  generously  returned  to  the 
funds  of  the  Union. 

We  notice  that  Mr.  S.  Scrutton,  of  Messrs.  Raimes  &  Co  , 
York,  presided  at  the  meeting  of  the  York  Chamber  of 
Commerce  last  week,  when  Lord  Charles  Bereslord  delivered 
his  lecture  on  China.  Mr.  Scrutton  in  introducing  Lord 
Charles  briefly  addressed  the  meeting  on  the  importance  of 
his  mission  to  China,  especially  in  relation  to  the  future 
development  of  British  trade  in  the  East. 

We  mentioned  last  week,  on  the  authority  of  an  Australian 
correspondent,  that  Mr.  J.  S.  Ross,  of  Christchurch,  N.Z.,  had 
come  to  London  to  join  Messrs.  S.  Maw,  Son  &  Thompson's 
staff.  This  is  incorrect,  Mr.  Ross's  visit  to  the  old  country 
being  for  the  purpose  of  getting  acquaintance  with  English 
pharmacy,  and  to  see  something  of  the  general  trade  here. 
This  Messrs.  S.  Maw,  Son  &  Thompson,  as  old  friends  of  Mr. 
Ross's  father,  hope  to  anange  for  him,  after  which  Mr. 
Ross  will  settle  down  permanently  in  Christchurch,  where 
his  late  father's  business  has  since  his  death  been  carried  on 
by  Mrs.  Ross  and  executors. 

Mr.  Francis  Fitzjohn,  chemist  and  druggist,  Overton, 
Ellesmere,  has  been  a  very  active  worker  in  the  Parish 
Council,  on  the  local  flower-show  committee,  and  in  other 
directions,  and  his  friends  in  Overton  have  just  shown 
appreciation  of  his  services  by  presenting  him,  on  the 
occasion  of  his  marriage  to  Miss  Williams,  of  the  National 
Schools,  St.  Asaph,  with  a  very  handsome  tea-service  and 
silver  tray.  The  presentation  was  made  at  the  Cocoa  House 
on  November  2,  when  Mr.  F.  D.  Studley  presided,  and  he 
with  various  other  gentlemen  spoke  in  terms  of  high  appre- 
ciation of  Mr.  Fitzjohn's  social  and  personal  qualities. J 

"Mr.  W.  J.  Blackhall  (Messrs.  Burgoyne,  Burbidges  & 
Co.'s  representative  in  China,  Japan,  &c),  who  died  on  board 
ship  off  Malta,  had  been  away  from  England  since  last 
January  for  his  usual  trip  through  the  Straits,  China,  and 
Japan.  He  left  in  good  health,  and  had  a  successful  journey 
in  every  way,  until  on  the  homeward  passage  he  arrived  at 
Colombo,  where  he  was  attacked  with  malarial  fever. 
Contrary  to  the  wishes  of  his  friends  in  Ceylon,  in  his 
anxiety  to  get  home,  and  hoping  to  profit  by  the  sea-  breezes, 
he  insisted  on  sailing  by  the  Sunda,  on  board  of  which  he 
arrived  in  a  very  frail  state.    After  a  day  or  two  on  deck  he 


Ms.  E.  Saville  Peck. 


was  obliged  to  remain  in  his  cabin,  and  from  this  time  for 
six  days  he  appeared  to  wane.  The  immediate  cause  of 
death  was  the  rupture  of  a  blood-vessel  in  the  stomach.  He 
was  buried  at  sea  with  every  mark  of  respect.  Although 
only  42  years  of  age,  Mr.  Blackhall  had  been  for  a  quarter 
of  a  century  with  Burgoynes,  the  greater  part  of  the  time  as 
head  of  their  export-business  in  London.  The  deceased 
gentlemen  leaves  two  daughters  and  a  son  to  mourn  his  loss, 
with  whom  the  whole  staff  of  Burgoynes'  house  undoubtedly 
join. 

The  New  Examiners  appointed  by  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council  last  week  are  all  young  pharmacists — indeed,  Mr. 
Harold  Wilson,  who  gets 
a  seat  on  the  English 
Board,  is  one  of  the 
youngest  men  who  have 
ever  been  elected  to  the 
position.  It  is  just 
three  years  since  he  was 
a  student  in  the  School 
of  Pharmacy,  where  he 
acquitted  himself  well. 
He  became  Professor 
Greenish's  assistant,  but 
last  year  was  appointed 
Mr.  Elborne's  successor 
at  the  University  College 
Hospital  Dispensary. 
He  has  done  some  good 
work  on  standardisation 
processes.  Mr.  E  Saville 
Peck,  B  A.,  who  has  also 
been  appointed  to  the 
London  Board,  should 
make  an  ideal  examiner. 
He  passed  the  Minor  in 
1888,  but  four  years 
earlier  showed  a  disposi- 
tion to  take  place  amongst  his  fellows  by  carrying  off  the 
herbarium  medal  of  the  year.  After  he  passed  the  Major, 
Mr.  Peck  took  the  B.A.  degree  at  Cambridge  university.  He 

is  in  business  with  his 
father  at  30  Trumping- 
ton  Sfcreer,  is  one  of 
the  leaders  of  the 
local  association,  and  a 
loyal  supporter  of  the 
Phaimaceutical  Society 
and  the  British  Phar- 
maceutical Conference. 
The  Scotch  Board  gets 
back  Mr.  J.  Innes  Eraser, 
of  Edinburgh,  and  Mr. 
J.  F.  Tocher,  F.I.C , 
F.O.S.,  of  Peterhead. 
Ib  is  one  of  the  pe- 
culiarities of  the  British 
Isles  that  we  find  good 
men  in  unlikely  spots. 
Mr.  Tocher  is  one  of 
the  kind.  After  he 
passed  the  Major  in  the 
eighties,  he  began  to 
fctudy  for  the  Institute 
of  Chemistry  associate- 
ship,  taking  Professor 
Tilden's  classes  in  Bir- 
mingham for  the  purpose.  He  did  this  without  giving  up  his 
business,  and  in  1889  got  the  A.I.C.,  the  F.I.C.  beiDg  con- 
ferred on  him  in  1893.  He  is  the  originator  of  Tocher's 
test  for  sesame  oil  in  olive  oil,  and  has  done  other  analytical 
work.  He  is  in  business  as  a  pharmacist  and  analyst  in 
Peterhead,  and  spends  a  large  part  of  his  spare  time  in 
anthropological  work — a  scientific  pastime  which  should 
come  in  useful  now  that  his  professional  duty  will  be  to 
measure  men. 

'•  Among  other  Valuable  assets  of  the  business  which 
I  have  taken  over  is  the  subscription  to  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist.  I  will  be  obliged  if  you  will  advise  me  when  the 
subscription  becomes  due."  (157/38). 


Mr.  J.  F.  Tochek. 
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MESSRS.  F.  NEWBERY  &  SONS,  the  well-known  pro- 
prietary-medicine and  druggists'-sundries  house,  have, 
after  a  sojourn  of  nearly  twenty  years  in  King  Edward  Street, 
Newgate  Street,  E.O.,  been  compelled  to  renaos-e  to  more 
extensive  premises  in  Charterhouse  Street  and  Charterhouse 
Square.  The  business  of  the  firm  has  been  in  existence  for 
more  than  a  century  and  a  half,  yet  this  is  only  the  fourth 
move  that  has  been  made  since  Mr.  John  Newbery,  the  friend 
of  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson  and  Oliver  Goldsmith,  established 
himself  at  the  corner  of  Ludgate  Hill.  Francis  Newbery, 
his  son,  made  the  first  move  to  St.  Paul's  Churchyard  ;  the 
second  move  was  to  Newgate  Street ;  and  the  third  to  King 
Edward  Street,  nineteen  years  ago.  During  the  last  span  of 
years  the  firm's  business  has  developed  so  rapidly  that 
several  additions 
have  been  made 
to  the  King  Ed- 
ward Street  pre- 
mises, and  no 
fewer  than  six 
houses  in  different 
parts  of  London 
have  been  requisi- 
tioned for  special 
departments  of  the 
trade.  The  pre- 
mises which  they 
have  now  secured 
in  Charterhouse 
Street  are  a  mag- 
nificent pile  which 
can  be  seen  from 
Aldersgate  Street 
station  platform. 
It  is  in  the  business 
centre  of  London, 
is  easily  accessible 
by  rail  and  bus 
from  any  part  of 
the  metropolis, 
and  soon  tramcars 
will  pass  the  door 
eastwards  and 
westward  s. 

We  had  the 
opportunity  the 
other  day  of  walk- 
ing over  the  pre- 
mises with  Mr. 
Newbery,  jun., 
when  they  were 
ready  for  the  stock 
which  was  to  be 
removed  from 
King  Edward 
Street  and  the 
various  annexes  of 
that  warehouse. 
The  sketch  which 
accompanies  this  note  shows  a  five- storied  building,  but 
there  is  a  magnificent  basement  that  makes  the  sixth  floor. 
One  characteristic  of  the  premises  is  that  from  basement  to 
roof  it  is  magnificently  lighted,  and  the  floors  are  exceedingly 
capacious.  On  the  ground  floor  at  the  west  side  is  the 
town-order  department,  approached  by  a  distinct  entrance. 
This  is  in  connection  by  lift  and  telephone  with  every 
part  of  the  building.  Behind  this  apartment  eastwards  is 
a  fine  showroom  for  the  display  of  sundries  and  all  the 
specialities  for  which  Messrs.  Newbery  are  agents,  such  as 
Messrs.  W.  R.  Warner  &  Co.'s  pills,  Trommer  malt,  and  the 
like.  Further  eastwards,  and  in  direct  connection  with  the 
t howroom,  are  the  private  rooms  of  the  principals  and  the 
manager,  Mr.  Pickering,  and  a  magnificent  counting-house. 
These  apartments  are  fitted  in  mahogany,  and  they  have 
a  prodigality  of  light  and  space  such  as  is  not  usually  seen 
in  London  offices.  The  distinct  entrance  to  this  part  is 
shown  in  the  sketch,  so  that  callers  do  not  require  togo  through 


the  town  department.  Here  also  are  the  arrangements  for 
receiving  and  paying  accounts. 

The  basement  is  a  splendidly-lighted  hall,  although  below 
ground,  and  it  will,  we  think,  be  one  of  the  show-places  of 
the  London  drug-trade  on  account  of  its  methodical  arrange- 
ment. It  is  devoted  to  the  receipt  and  dispatch  of  goods. 
A  powerful  hydraulic  lift  and  two  small  lifts  communicate 
from  the  basement  with  each  floor  of  the  building.  Every 
detail  that  may  make  for  accuracy  and  despatch  seems  to 
have  been  thought  out  and  put  into  shape.  In  one  long 
apartment,  called  the  checking-room,  the  orders  are  received 
in  the  morning,  sorted  out,  divided,  atd  sent  to  the  various 
departments.  Duly  these  return  the  written  orders  with  the 
goods  required,  which  are  checked  and  passed  on  to  another 
counter,  where  a  clerk  hands  them  out  through  a  window  in 
the  glass  wall  to  the  packers.  As  the  invoice- clerks'  office 
will  be  on  the  same  floor  everything  connected  with  the 
despatch  of  goods  will  practically  be  focussed  so  that  an 

enormous  mass  of 
detail  work  may  be 
accomplished 
without  friction  or 
disturbing  the 
placid  atmosphere 
that  pervades  the 
ground  floor. 

We  would 
recommend  those 
who  are  admirers 
of  method  and 
system  to  make  a 
point  of  inspect- 
ing this  part  of 
Messrs.  Newbery's 
premises  on  the 
earliest  oppor- 
tunity.  We 
noticed  that  all 
the  benches  and 
counters  are  made 
of  matured  teak- 
wood  —  the  most 
desirable  wood  for 
the  purpose  that 
can  be  obtained. 
The  first,  second, 
and  third  floors 
are  all  to  be 
devoted  to  stock- 
purposes.  On  the 
first  floor  we 
counted  no  fewer 
than  2.000  pigeon- 
holes, each  of 
which  is  devoted 
to  a  specific  article 
or  small  class  of 
articles.  These  are 
all  arranged  in 
sections,  each 
sect  ion  being  num- 
bered, each 
pigeon-hole  num- 
bered, and  each  number  is  the  key  to  the  goods.  It  will 
be  possible  to  keep  perfect  control  cf  stock.  The  second  and 
third  floors  are  similarly  arranged — or,  rather,  will  be  when 
the  fittings  from  the  old  premises  get  to  their  new  home. 
The  fourth  floor  is  to  be  devoted  chiefly  to  manufacturing- 
purposes  and  putting  up  stock.  Messrs.  Newbery  &  Sons  now 
put  up  quite  a  long  range  of  "  St.  Paul's  "  perfumes,  toilet- 
preparations,  and  the  like,  and  they  have  only  been  prevented 
by  lack  of  room  from  developing  this  branch  of  the  business 
more  than  they  have  done.  They  will  now  have  every  facility, 
and  they  mean  to  keep  this  part  of  their  business  very  prominent. 

The  building  is  a  very  substantial  one,  and  has  had  added 
to  it  vatious  arrangements  for  safety  in  the  event  of  fire, 
under  the  London  County  Council  supervision.  Messrs. 
Newbery  moved  into  it  on  Monday  and  Tuesday,  and 
had  everything  in  working  order  on  Wednesday.  We  con- 
gratulate them  on  having  one  of  the  most  spacious 
warehouses  connected  with  the  London  drug-tiade. 
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To  Our  Subscribers  in  the  Kepublics. — In  conse- 
quence of  information  received  from  our  agants  and  corre- 
spondent in  Cape  Town,  we  have  been  reluctantly  compelled 
to  stop  sending  copies  of  the  C.  D.  and  The  Chemists' 
and  Druggists'  Diary  for  1900  to  our  subscribers  in  the 
Orange  Free  State  and  South  African  Republic.  We  have 
notified  each  subscriber  by  letter  in  the  hope  that  some  at 
least  of  these  communications  may  get  through.  We  shall 
keep  the  copies  and  Diaries  for  delivery  after  the  war,  or 
earlier  if  any  subscribers  should  meanwhile  inform  us  where 
they  would  like  them  to  be  sent  to.  All  copies  up  to  the 
issue  for  November  4  have  been  sent  forward,  and  have  been 
cleared  at  Cape  Town  by  our  representatives ;  therefore,  if 
any  Transvaal  chemists  remaining  in  South  Africa  should 
wish  these  copies  they  will  be  sent  to  them  on  application 
to  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  P.O.  Box  285,  Cape  Town. 

Our  Johannesburg  Correspondent,  whose  graphic 
letter  in  our  issue  of  October  28  told  the  tale  of  Transvaal 
pharmacy  up  to  October  2,  has  been  compelled  to  leave  his 
store.    The  subjoined  letter  tells  the  story: — 

Lourenco  Marques,  Delagoa  Bay, 
October  7,  1899. 
I  have  missed  last  week's  mail  home,  having  been  forty-two 
hours  in  the  train.  All  British  subjects  have  been  strongly 
advised  by  the  TJitlander  Council  and  the  Boer  Government  to 
leave  the  State,  and  most  have  done  so.  The  whole  town  is  now 
entirely  barricaded  up.  Half  a  dozen  chemists  are  still  open,  but 
doing  no  business,  the  remainder  having  gone  to  Cape  Colony, 
Natal,  or  England.  To  those  chemists  who  think  it  is  worth 
staying  in  a  besieged  town,  permits  will  be  granted  (such  as  they 
are)  to  keep  open.  I  am  trying  to  get  with  the  British  forces  at 
the  front  in  Natal,  and  if  successful  will  write  you  as  opportunity 
offers. 

There  are  no  British  chemists  in  Lourenco  Marques,  nor  in  any 
part  of  Mozambique  territory,  and  I  would  not  recommend  anyone 
to  come  here. 

It  is  a  bad  climate  half  the  year,  and  filled  with  unsanitary 
Portuguese — very  different  from  Johannesburg.  It  is  filled  with 
Johannesburg  folks  this  last  two  weeks,  getting  away  by  boat ; 
their  stay  in  town  costs  over  21.  per  day.  Beecham's  pills,  2s. 
per  box  ;   6-oz.  mixture,  6s.  6d.  =  1,560  reis. 

No  diploma  is  recognised  except  Portuguese. 

We  have  since  had  a  letter  from  Mr.  H.  Trembath,  of 
Johannesburg,  who  has  found  it  necessary  to  return  to 
England.  He  barricaded  his  three  shops  before  leaving,  and 
came  home  by  Delagoa  Bay. 

Our  Cape  Correspondent  also  write  s,  under  date 
October  18,  as  follows  : — 

Business-calls  in  the  ordinary  way  of  trade  are  conspicuous  by 
their  absence  just  now,  but  a  few  good  orders  are  being  filled  by 
local  firms  for  lint,  bandages,  chloroform,  antiseptics,  &c,  on 
account  of  the  Cape  Government  and  that  of  Rhodesia,  although 
at  this  writing  communication  north  of  the  Orange  River  is 
completely  cut  off.  It  is  possible,  therefore,  that  the  chemists 
of  Kimberley  and  Mafeking  may  have  discarded  business  to  a 
great  extent,  or  may  be  found  carrying  on  their  profession  as 
pharmacists  with  rifle  and  horse  ready  for  an  immediate  quick 
change  into  fighters  for  Queen  and  country.  The  Transvaal 
news  which  I  usually  send  will  cease  until  communication  is 
restored.  The  last  letters  which  reached  here  from  the  Republics 
had  been  opened.  Two  empty  envelopes  came  to  hand,  the  Boers 
having  no  doubt  destroyed  the  contents  because  mention  was  made 
about  their  hospital  and  field  supplies  for  use  of  the  wounded ;  it 
is  known  that  the  Boers  are  very  much  pushed  for  such  articles. 
I  am  sending  you  an  envelope  which  came  to  hand  by  the  last 
mail  to  leave  the  Transvaal.  See  it  has  been  opened  by  the 
Government — and  this  was  before  war  was  declared — and  it 
contained  a  communication  from  my  agents  there.  It  is  worth 
keeping.    English  stamps  will  be  used  in  future. 

Unfortunately  the  envelope  has  not  come  to  band,  other- 
wise we  should  have  sold  it  to  the  highest  bidder  on  behalf 
of  the  war  widows'  fund. 

Volunteers  for  Garrison  Duty.— The  services  of  the 
past  and  present  members  of  the  bearer- company  of  the 
Welsh  Border  Volunteer  Brigade,  whose  headquarters  are  at 
Shrewsbury,  have  been  accepted  by  the  War  Office  for  duty 


in  the  garrison  hospitals  in  England.  Departmental  pay, 
according  to  rank,  will  be  given  to  those  employed.  This 
will  be  read  with  interest  by  Volunteer  chemists  following 
recent  correspondence  in  these  columns,  and  the  article, 
"  The  Volunteer  Compounder,"  in  our  last  issue  (page  696). 

Consultants  for  the  Cape. — Sir  Wm  MacCormac, 
Bart.,  and  Mr.  G.  H.  Matins,  F.R.C.S.,  left  for  the  seat  of 
war  last  week,  and  Mr.  Frederick  Treves,  F  R  O.S.,  leaves 
this  week  as  a  consulting  surgeon  to  the  troops  engaged  in 
South  Africa. 
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£ 
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Messrs.  Lea  i\*  Perrins     ...       ...  ... 

200 

o 

0 

Messrs.  Walter  and  Septimus  Vaughan 

Morgan 

200 

0 

0 

Messrs.  C.  M.  Lampson  &  Co.  ... 

105 

0 

0 

Kodak  (Limited)  ... 

105 

0 

0 

Arbuthnot,  Lathom  &  Co. 

105 

0 

0 

J.  C.  Euo,  Esq. 

105 

0 

0 

Messrs.  Howards  &  Sons  

105 

0 

0 

Morgan  Crucible  Company  (Limited)  ... 

105 

0 

0 

Paterson  it  Simons 

100 

0 

0 

Messrs.  Buvgoyne,  Burbidges  &  Co. 

50 

0 

0 

Messrs.    Forbes,    Abbott    &  Lennard 

(Limited)  ... 

50 

0 

0 

J.  Wilson  Swan,  Esq  

50 

0 

0 

De  Lissa,  Sons  &  Co. 

26 

5 

0 

Messrs.  Batey  &  Co.  (Limited)  

26 

5 

0 

William  Herring,  Esq. 

25 

0 

0 

Messrs.  Evans,  Lescher  &  Webb 

21 

0 

0 

Messrs.  Claudius  Ash  &  Sons  (Limited) 

21 

0 

0 

Alex.  S.  Pickering,  Esq.  ... 

10 

0 

0 

Messrs.  Burroughs,  Wellcomk  &  Co.  are  providing  all 
the  medicines  for  the  American  hospital-ship  which  Lady 
Randolph  Churchill  and  other  Anglo-American  women  are 
fitting  out  to  go  to  South  Africa.  Beef- extracts  are  to  be 
given  to  the  ship  by  Messrs.  Armour  &  Co.,  and  the  Liebig's 
Extract  of  Meat  Company. 

As  comforts  for  the  sick  and  wounded,  Messrs.  Goodall, 
Backhouse  &  Co.,  of  Leeds,  are  sending  a  large  quantity  of 
Yorkshire  relish,  quinine  wine,  and  a  large  number  of  packs 
of  playing-cards.  Messrs.  Cadbury  Brothers,  Bournville,  are 
sending  out  a  most  welcome  present  of  chocolate  and  cocoa. 

Vinolia  Company  Scheme. — The  Vinolia  Company,  for 
the  purpose  of  assisting  the  widows,  orphans,  and  families 
of  the  soldiers  who  fall  in  the  Transvaal  campaign,  announce 
that  they  will  contribute  a  \&.  to  the  war  fund  for  each 
tablet  of  Vinolia  soap  sold  during  the  month  from  November 
6  to  December  5.  It  is  estimated  that  if  one  in  every  dozen 
persons  buys  a  tablet  of  their  soap  it  will  mean  something 
like  7.000Z.  for  the  Transvaal  War  Fund. 

Mincing  Lane  War  Fund. — As  the  result  of  a  meeting 
held  in  the  London  Commercial  Sale-rooms  on  Monday  in 
support  of  the  Lord  Mayor's  fund,  subscriptions  were 
announced  amounting  to  about  4,600?.  Mr.  Arthur  Rolls 
presided  over  a  large  gathering  of  members,  and  congratu- 
lated the  meeting  on  the  enthusiasm  shown,  and  hoped  those 
present  who  had  already  subscribed  to  other  fands  would 
put  their  hands  in  their  pockets  again.  Mr.  Andrew  Devitt 
and  Mr.  Bertram  S.  Straus,  also  addressed  the  meeting.  The 
list  is  to  remain  open  for  a  few  days,  and  up  to  Wednesday 
about  6,0002  had  been  subscribed.  Messrs.  Andrew  Devitt, 
H.  W.  Price,  and  W.  W.  Green  are  receiving  subscriptions  on 
behalf  of  the  drug-trade. 


IRew  Books. 


Parrish,  S.  Chemistry  for  Organised  Schools  of  Scicnre 
Intro,  by  D.  Forsyth.    7x'4i    Pp.276.    2s.  6c?.    (Macmillan.)  . 

Photograms  of  1899;  Pictorial  and  Literary  Becord  of  the 
Tear.    10  x  6f.    Pp.  208.    2s.  and  3s.  net.  (Dawbarn.) 

Rockwood,  Elbert  W.  A  Laboratory  Manual  of  Physiological 
Chemistry.  5g  x  %  Pages  viii.  +  204.  Cloth,  $1.00  net.  (F. 
A.  Davis  Co.,  Philadelphia). 

Stubbs,  G.  Anatomy  of  the  Horse,  in  Eighteen  Tables  done 
from  Nature.    Folio.    42s.  (Gibbings.) 

Suter,  W.  N.  Handbook  of  Optics.  Crown  8vo.  5s.  (Mac- 
millan.) 

Yorke,  J.  P.  Magnetism  and  Electricity  :  Elementary 
Treatise.    7i  x  4|.    Pp.  272.    3s.  6d.    (E.  Arnold.) 
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pbarmaceutical  pbUietmes 
Society. 


A MEETING  of  the  members  of  this  Society  (ironically 
known  as  the  Limited  Pharmacy  Protection  Association) 
was  called  last  week,  immediately  after  the  result  of  the 
Slumbery  Council's  deliberations  on  the  company  question 
became  known.  The  meeting  was  held  in  the  Cutters'  Hall, 
and  when  our  reporter  presented  himself  he  was  informed 
that  the  press  were  not  admitted,  but  we  are  indebted  to 
one  who  was  there  for  notes  of  the  proceedings.  The 
members  present  were  Messrs.  Titus  Black,  J.  M.  Fields,  S.  D. 
Knight,  La  Eose,  Buies,  Gorse,  Horser,  Lemuel  Sox,  and  P. 
Oakem.  Mr.  Sonjon,  of  the  United  Service  Fraternity 
(Limited),  was  known  to  be  in  the  building,  and  Mr.  Gorse 
was  deputed  to  ask  him  to  attend  tbe  meeting  as  Chairman. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Limited  Traders  (Professor  Pix 
Dewar)  read  the  notice  calling  the  meeting,  which  was  to 
consider  the  new  move  made  by  the  Society  for  the  Main- 
tenance of  Professional  Dignity.  He  stated  that  an  invitation 
had  been  sent  to  all  those  connected  with  limited  pharmacy 
in  the  United  Kingdom.  Only  one  reply,  apologising  for 
absence,  had  been  rece  ived ,  and  this  was  upon  a  post-  card  which 
bore  a  spirited  sketch  of  a  gentleman  with  a  Velasquez  beard 
and  moustache,  the  digits  of  whose  right  hand  were  extended 
from  his  nasal  appendage.  The  card  bore  the  Leeds  post- 
mark. 

The  Chairman,  on  rising,  was  greeted  with  cheers.  He 
said  he  feared  that  the  meeting  would  not  greatly  interest  the 
society  which  he  had  the  honour  to  represent,  as  he  could, 
without  exaggeration,  say  that  in  its  exalted  position  as  a 
millionaire  concern  it  was  above  the  vicissitudes  of  the  mere 
limited  drug  company.  (Cries  of  "  Oh  1 ")  Still  from  a 
feeling  of  curiosity  as  to  what  the  other  companies  would 
do  he  was  there  that  day. 

Mr.  Knight  rose  amidst  great  applause,  in  which  Professor 
Pix  Dewar,  who  sat  beside  him,  vigorously  joined.  He  said 
he  spoke  with  a  sense  of  great  responsibility,  for  there  could 
be  no  doubt  that  they  had  come  to  a  critical  point  in  their 
career.  Others  might  treat  the  matter  lightly,  but  in  his 
opinion  the  time  for  vigorous  and  concerted  action  had 
arrived.     For  twenty  years  they  had  been  left  severely 

alonebythat  that  (Professor  Pix  Dewar,  "  Vereingericht") 

yes,  that  was  the  word,  that  Vereingericht  at  Slumbery. 
(Groans.)     It  bad  often  been   suggested  that  limited 
companies  should   be  wiped  off  the  face  of  the  earth 
entirely,  and  at  this  they  had  only  laughed.    They  knew 
there  was  no  real  danger  while  that  attitude  was  maintained. 
He  remembered  one  day  his  company  were  opening  a  new 
braneh  in  London,  and  be  was  outside  on  the  pavement 
looking  at  the  general  effect  when  he  saw  a  melancholy- 
looking  gentleman  approaching,  who,  on  seeing  the  shop, 
muttered,  with  a  look  of  horror  and  a  sorrowful  shake  of  the 
head,  "Another  miscellaneous  chemist."    The  individual 
then  walked  on  a  few  paces,  deliberately  scraped  his  feet  on 
the  kerbstone,  and — (The  rest  of  the  sentence  was  lost  in 
laughter.)    He  afterwards  ascertained  that  the  gentleman 
in  question  was  an  ethical  pharmacist.    Well,  personally,  he 
was  prepared  to  put  up  with  any  amount  of  contempt  of 
that  sort ;  but  a  tew  individuality  had  appeared  on  the 
scene  at  Slumbery.    He,  of  course,  referred  to  Slym-Bohns. 
(Groans.)    He  had  a  little  respect  for  that  gentleman  in  his 
proper  place — (A  Voice :  "  Behind  the  counter  ') — butBohns 
had  an  unhappy  knack  of  intruding  himself  just  where  he 
was  least  wanted.    They  would  remember  that  at  one  time 
they,  as  traders,  were  pursuing  the  even  tenor  of  their  way 
when  suddenly  Bohns  came  out  with  his  universal  panacea 
for  the  ills  of  the  retail  drug-trade.    He  (Bohns)  gave  them 
some  trouble  at  first,  but  it  was  now  a  matter  of  history 
bow  he  (the  speaker)  had  settled  Bohns,  and  as  for  his  com- 
pany getting  supplies,  well,  if  Bohns  would  only  come  down 

to  his  warehouse  he  would  show  him  (Chairman:  "  Order, 

order.")  The  worst  of  Bohns  was  that  he  never  knew  when 
he  had  had  enough,  and  now  he  had  got  in  amongst  the 
Slumbery  lot,  who  previously  had  been  as  happy  as  a  Dorcas 
meeting,  and  gave  them  (the  limited  pharmacists)  no 
trouble.  Now  all  that  was  changed,  and  Slym-Bohns  had 
inoculated  the  Council,  or  at  any  rate  the  majority  of  them, 


with  an  anti-cutting  culture  which  he  called  Anti-Kumpani 
Bohnsii.  He  said  it  was  a  panacea  for  regulating  limited 
companies.  (Groans.)  Now  he  (the  speaker)  thought  they 
should  let  the  Slumbery  people  know  that  their  backs  were 
up — that  was  against  the  wall.  Ethical  contempt  they 
could  endure;  total  extinction  they  might  survive,  for  he 
felt  sure  that,  phoenix-like,  they  would  rise  from  the  ashes 
of  their  dead  selves  to  higher  things — he  meant  lower  prices ; 
but  regulation — never.  (Applause  )  Whilst  Slumbery  slept 
for  twenty  years  companies  had  spread  their  beneficent  in- 
fluence through  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land,  and  if 
Slumbery  wanted  fight  they  could  have  it.  He  felt  sure  they 
were  all  with  him  in  this.  (Cheers.)  They  were  a  united 
body,  and  would  fight  to  the  bitter  end.    (Frantic  cheers.) 

Mr.  Sox  followed,  and  spoke  in  a  more  subdued  strain  than 
the  preceding  speaker.    He  said  he  was  a  man  of  action,  not 
of  words,  and  had  come  there  at  great  personal  inconveni- 
ence, but,  knowing  thatjthe  common  interests  of  the  trade  de  ■ 
manded  it,  he  considered  no  sacrifice  too  great  for  him.  While 
he  heartily  agreed  with  much  that  had  fallen  from  his  fiiend 
Knight,  he  differed  on  certain  points.    In  the  first  place,  he 
thought  there  was  no  necessity  for  alarm,  much  less  bellicose 
oratory.    It  was  very  well  to  fight  when  one  was  forced  to 
it,  but  he  preferred  the  diplomatic  method,  and  diplomacy 
usually  won  in  the  end.    Moreover,  he  desired  to  remind 
his  friend  that  they  had  plenty  of  money,  and  that  could  not 
be  said  of  the  Slumbery  Society.    He  had  that  morning  seen 
a  prominent  member  of  the  House  of  Commons,  whom  he 
had  induced  to  become  financially  interested  in  a  little 
affair  of  his  own — (A  Voice  :  "  Name.")    He  preferred  not  to 
mention  his   name,   but  he  was  a  distinguished  mem- 
ber  of    the    Bar — and  he    had  assured  him  that  the 
House    would   "  go  solid "  for    the  companies.  (Loud 
applause.)     There  was,  therefore,   little    to  fear  there 
— indeed,  the  great  personal  influence  he  had  with  the 
Government  would  ward  off  the  danger  in  that  direction. 
But  the  Government  desired,  in  deference  to  the  tradition 
which  requires  a  show  of  respect  to  official  bodies,  not  to 
play  with  Slumbery  a  little.    It  would  be  remembered  that 
Slumbery  was  to  make  representations,  and  they  sent  a 
polite  letter  stating  that  they  did  not  quite  know  what  they 
wanted,  but  they  would  take  it  all.  (Mr.  Fields :  "  The  earth 
and    all."     The     Chairman :    "  Order,     order.")  Well 
the  noble    Lord   (whose  name  he    did    not  mention) 
read  the  letter,  and   proceeded  to  give  the  companies 
what    he    thought    would  do    them  good.  (Applause.) 
That  only  seemed  to  irritate  the  Slumbery  people.  He 
did  not  attach  so  much  weight  as  his  friend  Knight  to  the 
doings  of  Mr.  Slym-Bohns — his  influence  there  was  not  so 
patent  as  it  was  in  another  place.    Still,  he  might  become 
dangerous,  and  he  (the  speaker)  strongly  advised  them  to 
consider  what  they  could  do  there  by  diplomatic  methods. 
Might  they  not  "  nobble  "  Slumbery  ?    He  rejoiced  to  think 
that  some  of  the  members  of  the  Council  there  were  in  the 
same  boat  as  themselves,  and  many  of  the  members  of  the 
Society  were  also  at  one  with  them  in  declaring  "  a  fellow 
feeling  makes  us  wondrous  kind."    (Hear,  hear.)    Let  prin- 
ciple— ah  !  let  them  play  upon  that,  show  how  much  cash- 
business  they  represented,  and  in  the  long  run,  he  felt  sure, 
the  day  would  be  theirs.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  Fields  cordially  agreed  with  Mr.  Sox's  suggestion.  He 
happened  to  be  also  a  member  of  the  Slumbery  Society.  (A 
Voice :  "  Before  the  Act  1 ")  No,  after  the  event— by 
examination,  and  the  Act  which  the  Society  got  last  year  to 
pave  the  way  for  the  extinction  of  such  as  they — and  he  was 
firmly  of  opinion  that  if  they  had  a  fair  hearing  they  could 
convince  the  Slumbery  Council  that  the  modern  methods  of 
business  had  been  immensely  influential  in  promoting  phar- 
maceutical progress. 

Mr.  Gorse  was  of  the  same  opinion,  and  after  explaining  to 
the  meeting,  amidst  some  signs  of  impatience,  the  more 
advanced  system  of  store-trading,  he  asked  the  Chairman 
what  funds  the  Society  had  to  begin  the  campaign. 

The  Secretary,  at  the  request  of  the  Chairman,  explained 
that  the  members  of  the  Society  represented  capital  of  several 
millions,  and  he  was  confident — more  than  confident — that 
they  would  spend  it  to  the  uttermost  farthing  in  protection 
of  their  rights.  (Applause.) 

After  considerable  exchange  of  opinion  it  was  decided  to 
adjourn  the  meeting  sine  die,  in  the  hope  of  dissension  at 
I  Slumbery. 
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Winter  Session. 


The\Editor  will  be  obliged  if  Secretaries  of  Associations  will  send 
him  copies  of  their  programmes  for  the  session. 

Advance  notices  of  the  meetings  to  be  held  are  inserted  under 
"  Coming  Events."  Secretaries  are  requested  to  send  such 
notices  not  later  than  Wednesdays  of  the  weeks  before  the 
meetings  are  to  be  held. 


Chemical  Society. 

The  meetings  of  this  Society  were  resumed  at  Burlington 
House  on  Thursday,  November  2,  and  in  the  absence  of  the 
President  (Professor  T.  E.  Thorpe,  F.RS.,  who  is  not  at  all 
robast)  the  chair  was  taken  by  Dr.  Perkin,  the  senior 
Past-President  present.  There  was  a  good  attendance  of 
Fellows.  The  premises  were  looking  bright,  thanks  to  the 
painters'  recent  operations.  Dr.  Peekin  referred  in  a  dozen 
words  to  the  loss  science  had  suffered  by  the  deaths  of  Pro- 
fessor Bunsen  and  Sir  Edward  Frankland,  then  called  upon 
Mr.  Veenon  Haecoubt  to  read  a  paper  interesting  to  all 
concerned  with 

Anesthesia 

— viz.,  "  Some  experiments  on  methods  for  determining  the 
relative  proportions  of  gaseous  chloroform  and  air  in  a 
mixture  of  the  two."  Mr.  Harcourt  had  been  a»ked  by  an 
Oxford  physiologist  to  devise  some  method  of  making  such  a 
mixture  of  constant  strength  for  anesthetic  purposes,  the 
object  being  to  ensure  that  patients  would  always  get 
sufficient  air  with  the  chloroform,  and  the  first  thing  that 
had  to  be  done  was  to  get  a  reliable  analytical  method. 
The  process  which  depends  upon  the  reaction  between 
chloroform  and  a  hot  alcoholic  solution  of  potash  always 
gives  results  about  4  per  cent,  too  low,  therefore  Mr. 
Harcourt  devised  one  in  which  a  mixture  of  air  and  chloro- 
form is  put  into  a  flask  with  a  few  c.c.  of  water  heated  to 
50°  or  60°  0.,  and  a  platinum  wire  is  kept  in  a  state  of  in- 
candescence in  this  mixture  by  means  of  an  electric  current, 
when  the  chloroform  undergoes  the  following  change: — 

2CH013  +  2H20  +  02  =  6HC1  +  20O2. 
The  result  obtained  is  absolute,  but  if  enough  steam  is  not 
present,  or  the  platinum  wire  is  not  heated  beyond  a  low 
incandescence,  or  sufficient  time  (about  an  hour)  is  not  allowed, 
a  smell  of  chlorine  may  be  observed  at  the  mouth  of  the 
flask  and  the  result  is  too  low. 

>  i  Mr.  Harcourt  then  described  his  method  of  producing  a 
mixture  of  air  and  chloroform  in  any  desired  proportion  and 
of  constant  composition.  This  is  done  by  blowing  air 
through  a  mixture  of  chloroform  and  alcohol  contained  in  a 
three-necked  Wolff's  bottle  filled  with  glass  marbles. 
Through  one  neck  is  a  tube  (closed  at  the  end,  but  with  holes 
in  the  sides)  down  which  the  air  goes  ;  in  a  second  neck  is 
a  thistle-funnel  for  introducing  the  mixture  of  alcohol  and 
chloroform  ;  and  the  third  holds  the  exit-tube.  The  alcohol- 
chloroform  mixture  is  of  such  density  that  the  chloroform 
vapour  is  present  in  the  air  to  the  extent  of  about  4  5  per 
cent,  or  any  other  desired  percentage,  which  he  finds  fluctu- 
ates with  the  strength  of  the  alcoholic  solution.  The  density 
of  the  solution  is  observed  during  the  passage  of  the  air  by 
means  of  two  sp.-gr.  beads,  of  which  one  floats  and  one 
sinks  when  the  density  is  right.  Density  and  temperature 
being  constant,  tha  proportion  of  chloroform  taken  up  by 
the  air  is  constant  also.  To  remove  alcohol-vapour,  the 
current  of  air  is  passed  through  two  wash-bottles  holding 
sulphuric  acid  and  water  respectively. 

Mr.  MacEwan  said  the  paper  was  of  great  practical  im- 
portance to  surgeons  who  desired  to  get  a  reliable  mixture 
of  chloroform  with  air  for  anaesthetic  purposes.  As  it  would 
be  necessary  to  have  such  a  mixture  prepared  beforehand, 
ready  for  operations,  he  asked  Mr.  Harcourt  if  he  had  found 
the  mixture  permanent  on  keeping,  and  what  was  the  best 
method  of  storing  it. 

Mr.  Hehneb  suggested  the  use  of  a  Lux  gas-balance  to 
ascertain  the  density  of  the  mixture ;  and  Dr.  Pbbkin 
suggested  the  use  of  some  liquid  less  volatile  than  alcohol. 

Mr.  Haecoubt,  in  reply,  said  that  the  gas  must  not  be 
stored  in  indiarubber  bags,  as  the  indiarubber  absorbs  the 
chloroform.    He  had  not,  however,  made  any  special  experi- 


ments as  to  storage.  Mr.  Hehner's  suggestion  as  to  the 
density  of  the  gas  was  unnecessary,  because  the  density  of 
the  alcoholic  solution  was  a  sufficient  guide.  When  the 
density  became  too  high  one  simply  poured  in  alcohol  to 
bring  it  down. 

Other  Papees. 

A  large  number  of  papers  were  communicated,  but  few  of 
them  were  of  interest  to  pharmacists.  The  following  are 
brief  notes  on  them : — 

Theory  of  Saponification. — Dr.  Lewkowitsch,  by  acetyla- 
tion  of  tri-glycerides,  has  proved  that  they  part  with  glycerin 
a  molecule  at  a  time,  so  that  the  hydrolysis  is  bimolecular, 
as  Geitel  says,  and  not  tetramolecular,  as  the  older  theory 
has  it.  In  the  discussion  which  followed,  Mr.  Blount  and 
Mr.  Hehneb  questioned  the  validity  of  the  experiments, 
which  Dr.  Lewkowitsch  defended  by  saying  that  the 
methods  were  exactly  those  that  are  used  in  saponification 
on  the  large  scale. 

Fatty  Acids  and  Nitric  Acid. — Mr.  F.  G.  Edmed  finds 
that  nitric  acid,  sp.  gr.  125,  reacts  with  oleic  acid  to  form 
elaidic  acid.  In  the  cold,  with  acid  of  this  strength,  the  yield 
was  quantitative.  He  had  freed  the  acid  from  nitrous  acid, 
which  was  known  to  have  a  similar  effect.  Dr.  Lewkowistch 
pointed  out  that  this  conversion  had  been  manj>-  times  pro- 
posed for  the  manufacture  of  candle-materials,  and  had 
failed.  He  inquired  the  m.p.  of  this  98-per-cent.  yield  of 
elaidic,  acid,  and  was  told  by  Mr.  Edmed  it  was  45°  C. 
(practically  pure). 

Tetrazoline. — A  paper  on  this  by  Dr.  Euhemann  and 
Mr.  H.  E.  Stapleton  brought  a  protest  from  Dr.  Young,  of 
Sheffield,  against  the  conlusion  of  terminology  introduced 
by  adopting  the  name  tetrazoline  for  a  dihydrotetrazine.  It 
should  be  used  for  a  dihydrotetrazole.  Mr.  Staplbton,  who 
read  the  paper,  did  not  seem  abashed. 

An  Important  Discovery  — Mr.  W.  J.  Pope,  who  read 
the  next  paper,  was  greeted  with  perhaps  the  warmest 
cheers  a  scientific  paper  has  ever  received  in  those 
rooms.  He  had  discovered  and  prepared  compounds  which 
proved  the  optical  activity  of  asymmetric  nitrogen.  The 
title  of  his  paper  was  "  Asymmetric  Optically  Active  Nitrogen 
Compounds.  Dextro-  and  Lsevo-benzylphenylallolmethyl- 
ammonium  Iodides  and  Bromides."  As  these  compounds  do 
not  contain  asymmetric  carbon,  they  owe  their  optical 
activity  to  nitrogen.  Mr.  Pope  said  he  hoped  to  extend  the 
same  method  to  sulphur.  The  conclusion  of  his  paper  was 
marked  by  a  general  chorus  of  approval.  Dr.  Aemstbong 
spoke  of  it  as  the  most  valuable  contribution  made  to  stereo 
chemistry  since  its  introduction  by  Le  Bel  and  Van  't  Hoff, 
and  he  anticipated  from  it  some  light  as  to  the  valency  of 
nitrogen  in  ammonium  compounds,  and  some  method  of  dis- 
criminating between  compounds  of  "  pentad  "  nitrogen  and 
"  molecular  "  compounds  containing  "  triad  "  nitrogen. 

The  rest  of  the  papers  were  taken  as  read,  and  the  meeting 
adjourned. 


Society  of  Chemical  Industry. 

London  Section, 

The  first  meeting  of  the  session  was  held  in  Burlington 
House  on  Monday  evening,  November  6,  and  was  largely 
attended.    Mr.  Otto  Hehner  presided. 

In  opening  the  meeting  the  Chaieman  referred  to  the 
great  loss  which  chemical  science  had  sustained  through 
the  recent  deaths  of  Professor  Bunsen  and  Sir  Edward 
Frankland,  and  paid  a  feeling  tribute  to  their  memory.  The 
speaker  of  the  evening,  Mr.  Walter  F.  Eeid,  F.I C,  F.O.S., 
was  then  introduced,  and  he  read  an  exceedingly  interesting 
paper  entitled 

"  YBLVEIL." 

a  new  substitute  for  indiarubber  and  guttapercha  As  a 
prelude  to  the  special  subject  a  few  facts  of  general  interest 
were  noted,  such  as  the  observation  of  Dr.  Tilden,  who  bad 
found  that  a  carefully -prepared  specimen  of  isoprene,  CSH8, 
after  keeping  for  three  years,  had  become  completely  poly- 
merised, and  converted  into  indiarubber.  Oil  of  turpentine, 
C,0H1C,  which  has  the  same  empirical  composition  as 
isoprene,  and  the  same  specific  heat  as  indiarubber.  was 
stated  to  be  capable  of  yielding  about  3  per  cent,  of  the 
latter  body,  but  it  was  not  considered  probable  that  it  could 
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be  produced  from  either  of  these  bodies  with  commercial 
success.  A  few  plants  were  referred  to,  such  as  the  Spurge 
(species  of  Euphorbia)  and  others,  whose  latex  affords  india- 
rubber,  and  it  was  thought  it  might  be  possible  to  utilise 
these  by  employing  the  refuse  material  as  fodder.  The 
export  of  indiarubber  from  Para  amounted  last  year  to 
25,243  tons,  and  the  world's  annual  consumption  of  this 
product  is  60,000  tons,  representing  a  value  of  15,000, 0002. 
sterling.  Guttapercha  is  produced  only  within  a  limited 
area,  and  is  exported  chiefly  from  Singapore.  Mr.  Reid, 
referring  to  other  investigations  in  this  field,  said  that  ex- 
periments had  been  made  by  Nobel  with  the  object  of 
producing  a  rubber-substitute,  but  all  the  products  he 
obtained  were  very  inflammable,  and  the  work  was  finally 
interrupted  by  his  death. 

The  new  material  "  Velvril,"  is  prepared  from  semi-dried 
linseed  oil  or  castor  oil,  the  latter  preferably.  These  oils  are 
treated  with  nitric  acid,  forming  what  is  termed  "nitro- 
linolein"  or  "  nitroricinolein."  This  is  then  mixed  with 
nitrocellulose  of  a  very  low  degree  of  nitration,  and  the 
whole  worked  into  a  perfectly  homogeneous  mass.  The 
product  which  most  nearly  resembles  Para  rubber  is  said  to 
be  formed  by  combining  2  parts  of  the  nitrated  oil  with 
1  part  of  the  nitrated  cellulose.  The  nitrated  oils,  specimens 
of  which  were  shown,  are  sherry -coloured  viscid  liquids, 
insoluble  in  most  solvents  of  oils.  The  nitrated  cellulose  is 
used  in  the  wet  state,  and  after  being  thoroughly  incor- 
porated the  mixture  is  dried. 

A  great  variety  of  articles  were  exhibited  to  illustrate  the 
wide  application  of  "  Velvril,"  such  as  machine-belting, 
made  by  coating  cotton  canvas  with  the  substance,  soldiers' 
waterproof  blankets,  loin-cloths  for  horses  which  are  said 
not  to  be  acted  upon  by  the  grease  of  perspiration,  garden- 
hose,  and  ordinary  hose  or  tubing  for  conveying  oil  or  gas. 
For  laboratory  purposes  it  is  recommended  especially  for 
extraction  apparatus,  not  being  acted  on  by  carbon  bisul- 
phide or  beiizine,  and  may  also  be  U8ed  as  stoppers  for  bottles 
or  by  impregnating  corks  with  the  substance.  Trunks  and 
portmanteaus  made  from  it  are  said  not  to  become  mouldy 
in  damp  weather.  A  "  Velvril  "  fibre  is  adapted  for  surgical 
dressings  and  for  printing-ink  rollers,  and  it  is  also  used 
for  insulating  and  waterproofing  electrical  wires,  for 
enamelling  leather,  as  a  paint  for  wood,  glass,  metal,  &c. 

The  discussion  which  took  place  was  participated  in  by 
Professor  Clowes,  Mr.  Mosenthal,  Dr.  Lewkowitsch, 
Dr.  RideAL,  and  others.  In  answer  to  the  various  inquiries 
it  was  stated  that  the  substance  is  not  explosive,  as  all  efforts 
to  explode  it  had  failed.  The  nitrated  cellulose  used  in  its 
preparation  is  also  n on- explosive.  The  nitrated  oil  is  a 
solvent  for  the  nitrocellulose,  but  not  to  the  extent  in  which 
the  latter  is  used.  As  to  the  theory  of  nitration  of  the  oils, 
no  very  exact  information  could  be  given.  It  was  found 
that  glycerin  is  split  off  and  further  decomposed,  but  the 
product  contains  no  nitroglycerin.  As  5  per  cent,  of 
nitrogen  is  contained  in  the  nitrated  oil,  it  cannot  be 
regarded  simply  as  an  oxidation  product. 


Manchester}  Section. 

This  Section  met  at  the  Victoria  Hotel  on  November  3. 
There  was  a  large  attendance.  Owing  to  the  severe  illness 
of  Dr.  Watson,  the  Chairman,  Dr.  Grossman  presided.  It 
was  resolved  that  a  letter  of  sympathy  with  Dr.  Watson  on 
account  of  his  illness  should  be  sent  to  him  and  his  family. 
Dr.  Grossman  said  Dr.  Watson  had  proved  the  most  popular 
Chairman  the  Section  had  ever  elected.  (Applause.)  Dr. 
Grossman  then  read,  as  the  inaugural  address,  a  paper  on 

THE  LIMITS  OF^ACCURACY  IN|TECHNIOAL  ANALYSIS, 

and  dealt  at  length  with  the  chief  sources  of  error,  constant 
and  accidental.  He  pointed  out  that  many  atomic  weights, 
even  of  familiar  elements,  were  uncertain  to  an  extent 
which  was  not  generally  recognised.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, it  was  useless  to  give  the  results  of  an  analysis  to  a 
degree  of  refinement  which  they  would  not  bear,  and  in 
technical  work  especially  the  operator  should  not  trust  too 
much  to  the  figures  of  others,  but  should  obtain  as  many  as 
possible  by  his  own  efforts  under  the  same  or  analogous 
conditions. 


THE  DEPUTY  ANALYST. 

Mr.  A.  E.  Powell  called  the  attention  of  the  meeting  to 
a  report  of  a  case  brought  before  the  South wark  Police 
Court  on  September  20,  1899,  and  which  appeared  in  Th  e 
Chemist  and  Druggist  on  September  23.  Mr.  Powell  read 
the  report.  It  was  the  case  where  several  Italian  ice-cream 
vendors  were  summoned  for  selling  ice-cream  injurious  to 
health,  and  got  off  because  Dr.  Stevenson  admitted  that, 
though  he  wrote  the  certificate,  he  did  not  actually  make 
the  analysis.  Mr.  Powell  said  the  case  showed  that  appoint- 
ments were  given  to  gentlemen  who  could  not  possibly  do 
the  work.  It  was  unfair  to  the  public  and  to  the  publii 
bodies  who  appointed  them.    He  would  move  : — 

That  this  meeting  disapproves  of  any  analyst  holding  a  number 
of  appointments  which  he  is  unable  to  fulfil. 

The  Chairman  said  they  had  special  rules  for  their  first 
meeting  of  the  session.  It  had  to  be  devoted  to  the  Chair- 
man's address.  They  could  not  discuss  the  matter  that  night, 
but  he  was  willing  to  put  the  motion  to  the  meeting. 

A  Voice  :  It  would  be  better  to  bring  it  before  the  Society 
of  Public  Analysts. 

The  Chairman  :  I  do  not  consider  it  wise  to  start  a  dis- 
cussion on  the  subject  this  evening. 

The  matter  than  dropped. 

Mr.  Davis,  in  moving  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Chairman 
for  his  address,  said  the  subject  was  rather  different  to  what 
they  usually  had  before  them,  but  it  was  a  most  interesting 
one  and  opened  up  a  field  of  inquiry.  Analysts  were  found 
fault  with  for   not   coming    within  Some  atomic 

weights,  however,  were  ^  out. 

Mr.  Grimshaw  seconded  the  motioD.  He  was  pleased  at 
the  new  departure,  and  thought  the  value  of  it  was  very 
great.  Atomic  weights  were  so  different,  and  the  methods  of 
attaining  superior  accuracy  varied  so  much,  that  the  question 
was  a  most  important  one. 

The  motion  was  carried  unanimously. 


Midland  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

The  inaugural  meeting  was  held  on  November  2,  at  the 
Great  Western  Hotel,  Birmingham.  Mr.  Jeffrey  Poole 
presided  over  a  numerous  gathering,  and  introduced  Alder- 
man W.  G.  Cross,  J.P  ,  of  Shrewsbury,  who  read  a  paper  on 

Pharmaceutical  Politics. 

In  the  introductory  part  of  his  address,  Mr.  Cross  referred  to 
the  progressive  nature  of  the  city  of  Birmingham,  and  re- 
called his  early  association  with  it,  when  the  first  public 
office  he  took  was  as  a  member  of  the  executive  and  after- 
wards President  of  the  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Trade 
Association,  which  had  its  headquarters  in  Birmingham,  and 
which  did  some  useful  work  during  its  ten  years  of  existence 
He  then  turned  to  the 
question  of  the  hour 
— namely,  company- 
pharmacy  —  referring 
to  the  discussion 
thereon  which  had 
taken  place  in  the 
Pharmaceutical  Coun- 
cil the  day  before.  He 
considered  that  it  was 
desirable  that  the 
Council  should  discuss 
the  amendment  of  the 
Pharmacy  Acts  when- 
ever the  opportunity 
to  do  so  presented 
itself.  He  pointed  out 
the  absurdity  of  the 
decision  of  the  House 
of  Lords  in  regard  to 
limited  companies  and 
pharmacy,  and  urged 
that  everything  in 
their  power  should  be 
done   to    obtain  for 

individuals  sole  possession  of  Pharmacy  Act  titles ;  and 
although  he  was  convinced  that  they  would  never  be  able 
to  prevent  companies  from  carrying  on  much  of  the  business 
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which  was  at  one  time  the  exclusive  property  of  the  chemist 
he  believed  that  company-pharmacy  was  a  misnomer  and 
would  be  impossible  if  the  companies  did  not  obtain 
assistance  from  within  their  ranks  and  have  the  active 
support  of  a  section  of  the  public.  Mr.  Cross  then  proceeded 
to  speak  of  current  opinion  on  the  question,  and  rather 
deprecated  the  process  of  "  educating  "  the  public  so  much 
advocated,  contending,  on  the  contrary,  that  it  was  much 
better  to  go  to  the  permanent  officials  of  the  Privy  Council, 
and  ask  them  that  no  retrogressive  pharmacy-legislation 
should  be  allowed.  He  felt  convinced  that  that  would  have 
a  good  result.    On  the  whole  he  took 

A  CHEEBFUL  VIEW  OF  THE  SITUATION, 

as  may  be  judged  from  the  following  passages  from  the 
address : — 

There  are,  no  doubt,  in  our  own  ranks  more  than  one  development 
of  method  which  we  cannot  but  deplore  the  necessity  of — which, 
as  educated  men,  chafe  us.  An  atmosphere  of  keen  trade-com- 
petition, for  instance,  is  uncongenial  with  the  practice  of  the  ideal 
pharmacy  we  were  wont  to  plan  out  for  ourselves  in  our  earlier 
days.  But  I  would  rather  divert  attention  from  this  state  of 
mind  to  the  undoubted  fact  that  there  is  a  better  future  in  store 
for  those  who  intelligently  seek  it.  Living  things  rise  to  oppor- 
tunity, and  the  wise  pharmaceutical  politician  will  endeavour  to 
extract  the  good  which  he  can  secure  from  his  surroundings. 
After  all,  has  not  the  more  modern  order  of  things  provided  many 
who  otherwise  would  have  become  stagnant  with  opportunities 
which,  under  the  old  regime,  would  have  never  come  in  their  way  ? 
Where,  for  instance,  are  the  shabby,  not  over-clean,  pharmacies  of 
olden  days  ?  Most  of  them,  I  hope,  appear  in  suitable  modem 
garb,  and  are  of  increased  and  increasing  value  to  the  public,  the 
physician,  and  the  pharmacist  himself.  .  .  , 

There  is  a  sign  of  better  things.  It  is  the  movement  for  greater 
cohesion  in  the  craft,  and  I  am  rejoiced  to  find  that,  in  greater 
evidence  as  one  session  succeeds  another,  associations  are  be- 
coming increasingly  living  organisms.  Time  was  but  few  years 
younger  when  it  was  the  generally  accepted  dictum  that  associa- 
tions of  chemists  throughout  the  country  had  either  become  the 
pocket  boroughs  of  one  or  two  leading  men  in  their  ranks,  or  had 
ceased  to  exist  altogether.  We  heard  of  libraries  being  housed 
in  other  premises  because  their  original  home  was  closed,  and  of 
certain  leaders,  who  should  and  ought  to  be  attending  carefully  to 
the  good  of  the  body  corporate,  neglecting  golden  opportunities, 
with  the  result  that  chemists  in  certain  districts  did  not  unite 
socially  or  otherwise.  It  has  been  reserved  for  the  present 
generation  of  men  in  our  ranks  to  alter  this  state  of  things. 
Old  associations  are  revivified,  new  ones  are  started,  and  instead 
of  being  the  one-horsed  shows  of  former  years  they  are  instinct 
with  life,  intelligence,  and  good-fellowship. 

In  the  course  of  the  address  was  Mr.  Cross's  declaration 
that  he  "  would  sacrifice  much  to  prevent  limited-liabilitv 
companies  trading  under  the  title  of  chemist,  and,  although 
he  would  not  willingly  be  a  party  to  the  regulation  of 
company- pharmacy,  yet,  if  Government  were  to  approach 
the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  and  to  state 
plainly  that  they  were  determined  to  impose  in  their  Act 
conditions  upon  companies  for  the  better  protection  of  the 
public,  and  invited  the  Council  to  assist  them  in  framing 
these,  he  should  certainly,  as  a  public  man  holding  a  re- 
sponsible position,  not  stand  aloof  from  such  an  invitation." 

Mr.  A.  Southall,  in  moving  a  vote  of  tbanks  to  Mr. 
Cross,  said  that  gentleman  had  inspired  them  for  some  hard 
work.  As  pharmaceutical  chemists  they  wanted  someone  to 
lead  and  guide  them  in  the  matters  on  which  he  had  spoken. 
The  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  were  afraid,  and 
kept  from  it.  They  were  pretty  nearly  divided  in  the 
matter  of  doing  something  in  the  way  of  altering  the  Com- 
panies Act,  and  he  hoped  Birmingham  would  be  able  to 
suggest  something  that  would  be  helpful  to  the  Council. 
Mr.  Cross  would  be  satisfied  if  they  kept  their  titles.  He 
(Mr.  Southall)  was  not  satisfied  with  that.  They  ought  to 
be  able  to  regulate,  and  regulate  successfully,  what  com- 
panies would  do,  and  to  do  something  to  prevent  them 
harming  pharmaceutical  chemists. 

Mr.  W.  Jones,  in  seconding,  also  touched  on  this  subject, 
and  affirmed  that  something  should  be  done  with  regard  to 
company-tradiDg,  and  to  afford  pharmacists  some  kind  oE 
protection.  When  a  man  bad  gone  through  all  the  labour 
and  had  earned  his  diploma,  he  ought  to  have  some  better 
prospect  than  the  possibility  of  opening  a  shop  and  being 
opposed  by  a  cutting-grocer  next  door.  He  ought  to  be 
protected  like  a  solicitor,  and  he  hoped  this  protection 
would  be  afforded  by  the  Pharmacy  Bill. 


Mr.  CBOSS  acknowledged  the  vote,  and  thereafter  there 
was  a  capital  programme  of  music,  the  contributors  being 
the  Moseley  Quartette,  Mr.  S.  I.  Halliley,  and  Mr.  S. 
Stoddard. 


Edinburgh  Chemists',  Assistants',  and 
Apprentices'  Association. 

The  opening-meeting  of  the  twenty-second  session  was  held 
at  36  York  Place,  Edinburgh,  on  November  1,  Mr.  Fraser 
McDiarmid  (President)  in  the  chair.  After  the  preliminary 
proceedings,  Mr.  Lennox  (Secretary)  read 

The  Peize  Committee's  Repoet, 

from  which  it  appeared  that  Mr.  G.  P.  Grainger,  6  Polwarth 
Crescent,  had  gained  the  McLaren  Prize,  value  21.  2s.  (for 
Minor  instruction). 

Mr.  David  McLabbn  intimated  his  intention  of  present- 
ing the  prize  again. 

The  Peesident  then  proceeded  to  deliver  the  inaugural 
address,  taking  as  his  subject 

The  Position  of  the  Phaemacist  in  the  Body  Politic. 

Mr.  McDiarmid  first  pointed  out  that  there  are  enough 
people  in  pharmacy  already,  and  he  hinted  that  the  object 
of  the  increased  stringency  of  the  examinations  is  to  keep 
people  out  of  the  calling.  In 
certain  subjects  an  enforced 
curriculum  is  scarcely  a 
remedy,  dispensing  and  phar- 
macy being  best  learned  in  the 
shop.  Unfortunately  in  many 
towns  dispensing  forms  but  a 
minute,  even  a  negligible, 
portion  of  pharmacy,  which  is 
rapidly  becoming  a  lost  art — 
a  fact  also  due  to  the  grow- 
ingly  intricate  nature  of  the 
processes  for  making  galeni- 
cals. After  some  remarks  on 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
and  the  desirability  of  support- 
ing it,  Mr.  McDiarmid  referred 
to  the  relation  between  medi- 
cine and  pharmacy.  Is  there 
not  (he  asked)  a  tendency  to 
adopt  too  menial  a  view  of 
this  relationship,  as  far  as  we  are  concerned  ?  The 
words  "handmaid"  and  "cook,"  though  honourable,  are 
not  dignified.  The  ideal  ever  before  both  professions 
should  be  "prescribing  by  the  medical  man,  dispensing 
by  the  pharmaceutical  man."  Yet  there  are  times  and 
circumstances  in  which  practice  must  fall  somewhat 
short  of  profession.  That  a  doctor  should  dispense  seems 
to  many  bad  enough ;  that  he  should  devolve  the  duty  upon 
one  of  his  domestics  is.  as  the  Colonial  Secretary  would 
say,  "  Well,  not  right."  Recent  disastrous  results  of  lament- 
able, if  not  criminal,  carelessness  in  such  matters  so  impressed 
one  of  our  public  men  that  he  urged  official  interference  by 
the  Council  in  these  lawless  domains.  But  is  this  not  a 
question  pre-eminently  suited  for  the  adoption  of  a  policy  of 
arbitration  or  arrangement?  Not  an  arrangement  of  a 
corrupt  nature,  such  as  an  eminent  legal  authority  has 
stated  to  exist,  nor  even  of  a  philanthropic  nature,  such  as 
the  Christmas  gifts  of  cigars  and  Cologne,  or  the  omission  to 
send  in  the  quarter's  account,  but  an  arrangement  perfectly 
open  and  honourable,  whereby  each  participates  in  the  cure 
of  disease,  performs  the  work  for  which  he  is  specially 
trained,  and  receives  his  due  share  of  the  reward. 

Mr.  McDiarmid  deprecated  criticism  of  the  qualification 
of  the  doctor's  dispenser,  saying  that  too  frequently  phar- 
macies are  left  in  charge  of  unqualified  assistants,  and  at  a 
time  when  the  two  professions  are  drawing  closer  together 
this  sort  of  thing  is  not  beneficial.  The  word  "person"  in 
the  Pharmacy  Act  of  1868  next  attracted  his  attention,  and 
he  made  some  references  to  current  opinion  on  company- 
pharmacy,  upon  which  he  remarked  : — 

Suppression  of  this  is  outside  the  region  of  practical  politics. 
Any  attempt  to  read  "limited  company  "  or  "corporate  body" 
into  the  word  person,  might  work  havoc  iu  the  ranks  of  friend  as 
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well  as  foe.  The  sinews  of  war,  the  interests  of  legislators,  the 
British  love  of  compromise,  are  all  against  the  extreme  pharma- 
cist ;  expediency,  not  justice,  is  the  usual  plan,  however  deplor- 
able. One  company  has  over  150  branches  ;  is  the  drug  trade 
equal  to  its  suppression,  especially  as  it  can  plead  that  prescrip- 
tions are  prepared  at  all  its  establishments  by  assistants  qualified 
by  examination  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  ?  Can  "  persons  " 
offer  the  same  guarantee  ? 

"Qualified  directorship"  is  also  a  vain  show ;  one  has  only  to 
recall  the  Hooley  transactions  to  see  that  "  titled  directors  "  are 
often  a  mere  bait  for  the  unwary  and  nothing  more.  Shall  we, 
then,  be  content  with  regulation  of  companies,  while  insisting 
upon  qualified  managership  ?  Reluctantly  be  it  said  that  appeared 
the  only  practicable  conclusion.  For  some  years  now  the  tendency 
has  been  towards  co-operation  in  trade,  and  pharmacy—  theoretically 
a  profession,  practically  a  trade — has  to  bear  its  share  of  the 
change.  In  many  departments  of  commerce  the  individualist  has 
to  give  up  his  small  shop  and  lake  a  situation  as  manager  of  a 
department  in  a  store,  often  to  his  greater  freedom,  less  worry, 
and  fuller  purse.  The  public  is  in  no  way  injured,  they  rather 
benefit,  owing  to  lesser  outlay  of  coin,  while  equally  good  return 
for  the  outlay  is  secured.  That  store  methods  are  not  always 
despicable  is  proved  by  that  sincerest  flattery — imitation.  Who 
can  reasonably  object  if  the  newly-qualified  pharmacist,  tired  of 
the  long  hours  and  sometimes  scanty  pay  of  the  individualist 
shop,  Bhould  seek  refuge  in  a  store  pharmacy  ?  Do  let  us  cease 
from  calling  him  "  a  brigand  "  or  an  "  enemy  within  the  ranks." 
Is  it  not  possible  that  the  stores  are  raising  the  professional  status 
of  pharmacy  by  their  demand,  in  most  cases,  for  qualified  men  ? 

Mr.  McDiarmid  finally  spoke  of  the  sale  of  nosttums,  seem- 
ing to  advocate  that  retailers  should  exercise  a  selective 
judgment  in  dealing  with  them. 

Mr.  Habley  (Vice-President)  moved  a  vote  of  thanks  to 
Mr.  McDiarmid  for  his  address,  which  was  seconded  by  Mr. 
John  Bowman,  Lsith,  who  promised  to  continue  his 
botanical  prize  of  11.  Is. 

Mr.  David  McLaren,  referring  to  the  fight  about  com- 
pany-pharmacy, said  it  was  most  unfortunate  that  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  consisted  of  a  minority  of  registered 
chemists.  They  were  not  in  a  favourable  position  for 
making  much  advance  unless  that  minority  could  be  turned 
into  a  majority.  The  majority  evidently  wanted  a  share  of 
all  the  loaves  and  fishes,  and  why  they  did  not  join  the 
Society  was  one  of  those  things  he  had  been  quite  unable  to 
get  an  answer  to.  It  was  only  when  the  Society  was 
properly  supported  by  the  registered  chemists  of  the  country 
that  they  would  be  able  to  go  to  the  Legislature  and  effectu- 
ally demand  the  full  recognition  of  the  rights  of  chemists 
and  druggists. 

Mr.  Boa  also  spoke,  and  Mr.  McDiarmid  replied. 

Mr.  J.  G.  Sclater  was  elected  Treasurer  in  place  of  Mr. 
McCutcheon,  who  is  leaving  town,  and  Mr.  W.  F.  Buist  was 
elected  Assistant  Secretary  in  place  of  Mr.  Kidd,  resigned. 

Leeds  Chemists'  Association. 

The  annual  meeting  was  held  at  the  Church  Institute  on 
October  31,  Mr.  E.  Yewdall  (President)  in  the  chair.  The 
minutes  of  the  last  meeting  having  been  read  and  confirmed, 
the  Hon.  Secretary,  Mr.  Pollitt,  read  the  report  as 
follows : — 

The  Committee  has  to  report  that  during  the  past  year  the  aim 
and  object  of  the  Society  has  been  kept  steadily  in  view.  In 
consequence  of  extensive  structural  alterations  the  room  formerly 
used  as  the  library  has  been  demolished,  the  book-cases  and 
materia-medica  cabinet  have  been  removed  into  a  more  com- 
modious room  upstairs,  which  is  lighted  by  electricity  and  can  be 
readily  made  comfortable  for  students. 

A  meeting  of  the  members  was  held  to  consider  the  draft 
Pharmacy  Bill  which  was  well  and  carefully  criticised,  and  it 
was  agreed  that  the  prospects  of  legislation  for  removing  some  of 
the  abuses  at  present  existing  in  the  ■  state  regulation  of  phar- 
macy was  gratifying,  and  it  was  hoped  would  eventually  result 
beneficially. 

The  regulations  for  the  storage  of  poisons  which  had  been 
sanctioned  by  the  Privy  Council  were  discussed,  and  the  ways 
and  means  of  conforming  to  such  regulations  afford  an  opportuity 
for  a  pleasant  interchange  of  opinions.  Several  bottles  for  the 
storage  of  poisons  and  labels  to  be  attached  to  other  bottles  for 
preventing  mistakes  were  shown  and  examined. 

The  Committee  is  alive  to  the  interests  of  the  trade  in  the  pro- 
posed Companies  Act  and  will  carefully  watch  its  progress,  and, 
if  possible,  get  such  clauses  added  thereto  as  will  meet  the  wishes 
of  registered  chemists  of  this  city.  There  has  been  a  slight 
increase  of  members,  although  death  has  removed  Mr.  G.  N. 
Chadwick,  and  Mr.  E.  Brown  has  retired  into  the  country. 


The  cash-account  was  read  and  showed  a  small  balance 
due  to  the  Secretary.  On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Brakson, 
F.I.C.,  seconded  by  Mr.  Eowman,  the  report  and  balance- 
sheet  were  adopted. 

Tharks  were  accorded  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  fcr 
the  donation  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Journal,  and  to  the 
British  Pharmaceutical  Conference  for  the  Year-look  of 
Pharmacy,  1898. 

The  following  were  elected  officers  for  the  ensuing  year : — 
President,  Mr,  E.  Yewdall';  Vice-President,  Mr.  G.  W.  Worfolk. 
Ilkley ;  Treasurer,  Mr.  Anning ;  Hon.  Secretary,  Mr.  W.  D, 
Pollitt  ;  Committee,  Messrs.  F.  W.  Branson,  F.I.C.,  W. 
Johnson,  F.  C.  Long,  R.  Reynolds,  F.I.C.,  S.  Taylor,  Geo. 
Ward,  F.I.C. ;  Auditor,  Mr.  Beacock. 


Manchester  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

A  meeting  of  tbis  Association  was  held  at  the  Victoria 
Hotel  on  November  8.  In  the  absence  of  Mr.  G.  S.  Woolley 
(the  President),  the  chair  was  occupied  by  Mr.  H.  Kemp, 
who,  in  introducing  Mr.  John  Smith,  of  Liverpool,  President 
of  the  Federation  of  Local  Chemists'  Associations,  said, 
although  they  might  not  see  eye  to  eye  in  pharmaceutical 
matters  with  the  lecturer,  he  knew  Mr.  Smith  was  a  most 
energetic,  enthusiastic,  and  conscientious  member  of  their 
craft.  Mr.  Smith  was  an  unsuccessf  al  candidate  for  election 
on  the  Pharmaceutical  Council.  He  (Mr.  Kemp)  would  not 
say  Mr.  Smith  was  the  best  man  left  out,  but  in  his  opinion 
Mr.  Smith  would  have  been  very  much  better  in  the  Council 
than  some  of  their  brethren    (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  Smith  followed  up  his  recent  address  to  the  Liver- 
pool Association  (see  C.  D.,  October  21,  page  669)  on 
the  Federation  and  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  by  one  cn 

Local  Pharmaceutical  Associations  and  their 
Federation. 

In  the  course  of  the  address  Mr.  Smith  said  that  not  the 
least  important  fact  concerning  local  associations  is  that 
their  members  are  vitally  interested  in  pharmacy  or  the 
drug-trade  as  the  means  of  providing  a  livelihood  ;  and  as 
this  is  affected  by  legislative  enactments,  and  the 
Pbarmacecitical  Society  is  the  representative  body  of 
registered  chemists,  there  is  a  necessity  for  a  connecting- 
liiik  between  the  Society  and  the  associations.  Without 
a  federation  there  is  something  wanting.  The  sugges- 
tion has  often  been  made  that  each  association  should 
become  a  branch  of  the  parent  body,  and  that  a 
proportion  of  each  member's  subscription  should  be  returned 
to  the  local  association  to  meet  current  expenses.  At  the 
present  time  this  is,  financially,  scarcely  practicable.  Mr. 
Newsholme,  of  Sheffield,  has  elaborated  a  scheme  which 
would  bring  a  larger  number  of  registered  persons  into  the 
main  organisation  and  add  to  the  usefulness  of  local  men  in 
dealing  with  their  parliamentary  representatives.  This 
scheme  closely  resembles  the  Federation's,  and  vice  versa, 
but  Mr.  Newsholme  was  first  in  the  field.  He  relies  more 
upon  spontaneous  and  individual  effort,  while  the  Federation 
scheme  is  a  collective  effort.  Now,  it  is  beyond  dispute  that 
the  individual  effort  is  not  forthcoming.  If  collectivism  in 
this  connection  has  any  value  at  all,  it  is  that  through  it 
individual  effort  is  inspired.  It  is  better  that  reliance 
should  be  placed  upon  an  association  of  men  equally  in- 
terested, who,  while  delegating  certain  duties  to  one  of 
their  number,  would  stimulate  each  other  and  help  their 
officers  by  friendly  interest  and  even  criticism,  rather  than 
upon  an  isolated  and  uncared-for  individual. 

OUR  BIRMINGHAM  FRIENDS 

hit  the  mark  when  they  conceived  the  idea  of  a  Federa'  ion 
of  local  Poarmaceutical  Associations.  In  its  early  days  it 
was  regarded  with  distrust,  because  it  was  supposed  it 
might  overbear  the  Pharmaceutical  Council,  and  its  general 
attitude  to  that  body  was  thought  to  be  hostile.  That  was 
never  at  any  time  the  policy  of  the  Federation.  It  is  not  the 
duty  of  the  Federation  to  advocate  any  particular  set  of 
ideas,  nor  to  take  charge  of  the  interests  of  individual, 
members  of  the  Council,  and  so  long  as  that  body  represents 
and  endeavours  to  carry  out  the  wishes  of  its  constituents 
the  Federation  will  supply  a  much-needed  support.  Year  by 
year  it  has  grown  in  influence  and  is  now  established  on  a 
firm  foundation.    Mr.  Smith  then  spoke  of  the  const'itu- 
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tion  of  the  Federation,  and  invited  the  co-operation  of  the 
Sheffield  and  Bradford  Associations  with  the  Federation. 
He  next  spoke  of  the  work  that  the  Federation  may  do  in 
forming  local  associations,  and  indicated  the  lines  on  which 
associations  should  go,  adding  that  it  would  not  be  wise, 
except  in  towns  where  the  number  of  chemists  is  very  large, 
to  commence  with  the  usual  monthly  meetings ;  when  trade 
subjects  have  been  exhausted  interest  would  wane,  and  it 
would  be  difficult  at  a  future  time  to  restore  vitality.  It 
would  be  better,  therefore,  to  meet  at  longer  intervals,  having 
special  meetings  when  necessary.  The  Federation  will  sug- 
gest subjects  for  discussion,  and  local  or  other  topics  will 
arise  for  conversation  rather  than  formal  debate.  A  sugges- 
tion has  been  offered  that  the  chemists  in  several  small 
towns  should  unite  to  form  one  association,  and  meet  in  one 
or  other  of  the  towns  in  order  of  rotation.  Mr.  Smith  thought 
men  would  soon  tire  of  travelling  any  distance  to  attend  the 
meetings,  and  said  it  would  be  a  serious  mistake  to  com- 
mence on  lines  that  would  not  be  permanent.  The  smaller 
associations  should  not  be  too  ambitious  at  the  outset. 
When  the  local  association  had  been  formed,  it  may  be 
expected  that  the  local  secretary  [?  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society]  will  be  the  organising- agent  and  the  representative 
on  the  Federation. 

After  some  remarks  on  the  Federation  meeting  at 
Plymouth,  its  programme  and  the  preparatory  work  done 
since,  Mr.  Smith  cautioned  the  meeting  that 

ORGANISATION  CUTS  TWO  WAYS. 

A  central  or  elected  body  is  nearly  powerless  unless 
it  has  organised  support  from  outside,  while  outside 
.organisations  will  claim  to  have  a  voice  in  the  policy 
of  the  representatives.  The  Federation  must  support  the 
elected  representatives  in  carrying  out  the  wishes  of  the 
pharmaceutical  body,  and  the  Council  should  avail  themselves 
of  the  co-operation  and  assistance  of  local  associations. 
But  if  an  occasion  should  arise  when  the  Council 
proposed  to  take  action  to  which  the  majority  of  phar- 
macists are  believed  to  be  opposed,  it  would  be  the  duty 
of  the  Federation  to  ascertain  as  clearly  as  possible  the 
opinions  of  its  component  parts.  Never  has  the  necessity 
for  some  such  body  been  as  urgent  as  now.  The  Council  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  has  undertaken  to  produce  a 
clause  dealing  with  company-pharmacy,  which  they  will  try 
to  get  embodied  in  the  Companies  Bill.  As  it  would  be  use- 
less for  chemists  to  go  to  Parliament  unless  as  a  united  body, 
Mr.  Smith  said  that  he  in  his  official  capacity  was  prepared 
to  do  what  he  could  to  carry  out  the  wishes  of  the  majority. 
He  was  not  sorry  that  the  clause  brought  up  last  week  had 
been  sent  back  for  reconsideration,  but  he  hoped  the  prin- 
ciples it  contained  would  be  retained.  The  Interpretation  Act 
of  1889  provides  that,  in  the  construction  of  every  enactment 
relating  to  an  offence  punishable  "  on  indictment  or  on  sum- 
mary conviction,"  the  expression  "  person  "  shall  include  a 
corporate  body.  Unfortunately  that  does  not  apply  in  their 
case  except  as  regards  Section  17  of  the  1868  Act,  that  being 
the  only  section  under  which  penalties  are  recoverable  on 
summary  conviction.  The  application  of  the  provisions  of 
the  Interpretation  Act  to  pharmacy-law  generally  is  wanted. 

MR,  GLYN-JONES. 

Previous  to  the  last  Council  election  he  (the  speaker) 
advocated  the  claims  of  Mr.  Glyn- Jones  on  the  ground  of  his 
ability  and  organising- capabilities,  and  no  one  who  has  read 
the  report  of  the  last  Council-meeting  can  question  that 
ability.  He  was  convinced  that  if  it  had  been  known  that 
Mr.  Jones  was  going  to  take  the  position  he  had  on  the 
question  of  company-pharmacy  he  would  not  have  had  the 
opportunity  of  expounding  his  views  in  the  Council- 
cnamber.  From  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  report  it 
appeared  that  Mr.  Jones  and  those  with  him  took  good 
care  to  have  the  meaning  of  the  clause  expressed  in  plain 
English,  and  they  certainly  contrived  to  make  it  as 
blank  and  unacceptable  as  possible.  At  the  commencement 
of  his  speech,  when  moving  the  amendment,  Mr.  Glyn-Jones 
is  reported  to  have  said  that  "  the  Council  was  agreed  that 
there  should  be  one  and  the  same  law  for  individuals  and 
companies."  What  do  he  and  his  friends  mean  ?  Is  it  that 
individuals  should  be  permitted  to  practise  pharmacy  without 
examination  and  registration,  as  companies  do,  or  do  they 
mean  that  those  constituting  companies  may  not  carry  on 


the  business  without  qualifying  in  the  same  way  as 
individuals  do  1  The  whole  of  his  speech  conflicts  with 
that  sentiment,  excepting  where  he  says  that  "  the  Council 
had  the  right  to  insist  that  no  one  of  the  qualified  men 
should  become  the  servants  of  unqualified  masters."  His 
solution  of  the  matter  appears  to  be  that  the  person  who 
has  ultimate  control  of  the  business  (if  such  a  position  is 
possible  where  the  shares  are  held  by  the  public)  should  be 
a  registered  chemist.  This  proposal  would  meet  with  the 
same  opposition  as  that  embodied  in  the  committee's  sug- 
gested clause.  When  the  Companies  Bill  is  produced  it  will 
contain  a  clause  which  would  place  companies  of  unregis- 
tered persons  in  the  same  position  as  registered  chemists  in 
regard  to  the  selling  of  poisons  and  the  use  of  chemists' 
titles,  and  must  be  met  with  a  counter- proposal  if  the  Council 
cannot  get  the  clause  replaced  by  one  of  their  own.  At 
least  five  different  important  suggestions  have  been  put 
forward.  He  felt  strongly  that  there  is  no  half-way  house. 
If  we  voluntarily  surrender  the  principle  known  as  qualified 
ownership,  we  are  flriven  from  point  to  point  until  we  arrive 
at  a  position  we  cannot  logically  evade — viz.,  that  an 
individual  grocer  or  other  dealer  should  be  allowed  to  carry 
on  the  business  of  a  chemist  and  druggist  provided  he  has  a 
qualified  assistant.  There  is  some  satisfaction,  however,  in 
finding  that  only  three,  or  at  the  outside  four,  members  of 
Council  spoke  in  favour  of  the  surrender  plan,  and  perhaps 
some  of  these  will  buckle  up  by  the  December  meeting;  and 
he  concluded  from  the  remarks  of  the  speakers  at  the  last 
meeting  that  when  the  next  recommendation  of  the  committee 
appears  the  advocates  of  the  policy  of  surrender  will  count 
three  in  the  voting. 

Discussion. 

Mr.  Kirkby,  in  moving  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Smith  for 
his  paper,  said  he  thought  the  lecturer  would  have  dealt 
with  matters  which  had  occupied  the  attention  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Council  at  their  last  meeting.  They  all  felt  that 
only  a  small  proportion  of  the  pharmacists  of  the  country 
were  associated  with  the  Society.  Within  his  own  re- 
collection many  attempts  had  been  made  to  create  an 
enthusiasm  for  the  parent  society.  What  the  actual  thing 
was  which  they  wanted  it  would  be  hard  to  indicate.  A 
variety  of  causes  operated  against  the  enlargement  of  the 
Society.  The  Federation  had  been  established  five  or  six 
years,  but  as  yet  he  could  not  see  that  it  had  any  definite 
policy.  The  utmost  he  could  gather  was  that  it  would  support 
the  Pharmaceutical  Council  in  what  it  thought  was  good, 
and  oppose  it  in  what  it  thought  was  bad.  Beyond  that  he 
could  not  see  that  it  had  a  mind  of  its  own.  A  great  deal  of 
time  was  wasted  in  corresponding  with  individual  phar- 
macists to  get  at  opinions  which  could  be  got  quicker  if 
they  were  sitting  round  a  table.  In  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council  they  must  find  out  what  it  was  possible  to  obtain. 

THE  POLICY  OP  SILENCE 

in  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  had  come  to  an  end.  Many 
things  had  contributed  to  that  end.  The  last  report  of  the 
Council  was  the  only  one  he  had  read  with  satisfaction  for 
some  years,  because  he  had  felt  that  there  was  a  scene  being 
enacted.  Two  things  stood  out,  and  should  stand  out,  plainly 
before  them  as  pharmacists.  One  was  that  when  the  1868 
Act  was  passed  it  was  undoubtedly  a  compromise,  and  was 
intended  simply  to  safeguard  the  public  in  the  matter  of 
poisons,  as  the  judgments  obtained  in  the  courts  of  law 
since  that  time  proved.  The  last  information  they  had 
from  the  Legislature  was  that  they  would  give  nothing  to 
pharmacists  in  the  nature  of  a  monopoly  except  what  was 
for  the  public  good.  But  he  thought  they  might  take  it  for 
granted  that  Parliament  was  willing  to  give  tbem  something 
in  the  nature  of  a  quid  pro  quo  for  the  compulsory  examination. 
It  was  pointed  cue  that  they  had  to  reckon  with  company- 
pharmacists  on  the  ground  that  their  vested  interests  had 
become  so  interwoven  with  the  community  that  there  was 
very  little  chance  of  their  being  done  away  with.  He  (the 
speaker)  was  not  quite  satisfied  that  that  was  the  right  way 
to  put  it.  Many  outsiders  to  whom  he  had  stated  the  case 
for  the  pharmacist  had  admitted  that  it  was  very  hard 
lines  on  him.  He  (Mr.  Kirkby)  thought  if  some  one 
well  up  in  the  mystery  of  the  subject  would  write  a  short 
account  of  the  state  of  affairs,  and  let  it  be  distributed 
among  the  members  of  the  medical  profession  and  the 
public,  they  would  be  made  to  feel  that  injustice  had 
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been  done  to  the  pharmacist.  He  hoped  the  Federa- 
tion would  be  able  to  do  something  on  those  lines. 
To  know  the  best  thing  to  be  done  was  a  bit  of  a 
puzzle  at  present.  It  was  said  in  the  Council-chamber  to 
be  a  matter  of  tactics.  That  might  be  so,  but  he  thought  it 
would  be  well  if  pharmacists  insisted  upon  the  fact  that 
there  was  a  principle  at  stake  and  it  was  a  matter  in  which 
the  public  welfare  was  involved.  Also,  they  should 
emphasise  the  fact  that  a  high  education  and  technical 
training  had  to  be  undergone.  By  that  means  he  thought 
they  would  be  more  likely  to  get  a  greater  measure  of 
justice  than  if  they  gave  out  that  they  were  trying  to  obtain 
a  monopoly.  (Applause.) 
Mr.  Pidd  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Walter  Gibbons  said  that  Mr.  Smith's  paper  only 
emphasised  the  necessity  for  organisation.  In  that  respect 
he  believed  the  Federation  had  a  great  future  before  it.  The 
Pharmaceutical  Society  was  an  educational  and  a  govern- 
mental body,  and  needed  some  other  body  to  assist  it  in 
organisation.  He  contended  that  they  could  have  pharmacy 
regulated  in  such  a  manner  as  to  do  justice  to  the  qualified 
chemist,  especially  in  connection  with  the  dispensing.  He 
trusted  the  Federation  would  initiate  a  policy  which  would 
bring  about  that  desirable  result.  He  (Mr.  Gibbons)  had 
interviewed  some  fifty  members  of  Parliament  on  the  subject, 
and  the  majority  of  them  had  told  him  that  pharmacists 
were  asking  for  a  monopoly,  and  more  than  the  medical 
faculty  asked  for.  Company-pharmacy  could  be  regulated, 
and  the  dispensing  of  poisons  should  be  in  the  hands  of 
qualified  men  who  must  be  on  the  spot  if  inquired  for.  They 
might  get  that,  but  they  would  never  get  monopolies.  It 
would  be  useless  to  ask  Parliament  to  do  away  with  company- 
pharmacy. 

Mr.  Lane  said  the  question  might  be  considered!  whether 
it  were  better  that  a  qualified  man  should  conduct  a  company 
or  a  company  employ  a  qualified  man  to  be  always  on  the  spot. 
Great  railways  and  shipping  companies  were  not  governed  by 
qualified  men,  but  employed  qualified  men.  It  was  necessary 
that  the  captain  of  a  ship  and  the  driver  of  a  railway  train 
should  be  qualified  for  their  posts.  It  seemed  to  him  that 
those  were  the  lines  on  which  they  would  have  to  proceed  if 
they  went  to  Parliament.  A  qualified  man  under  a  company, 
he  thought,  would  be  induced  to  be  more  caref  al  in  his  work 
than  if  he  were  the  actual  proprietor  of  a  concern,  because  if 
negligent  at  all  his  employer  could  give  him  notice  to  quit.  He 
very  much  doubted  whether  the  question  could  be  brought 
home  to  members  of  Parliament  that  the  public  interest 
would  be  better  served  by  a  qualified  ownership  in  pharmacy 
any  more  than  in  any  other  department  where  there  was  the 
association  such  as  he  had  mentioned.  The  work  of  the 
Federation  had  not  produced  as  yet  much  outcome,  but  he 
thought  the  foundation  which  had  been  laid  would  before 
long  produce  some  growth. 

Mr.  Geebe  said,  on  the  subject  of  company-pharmacy, 
in  order  to  be  logical  they  must  give  up  branch-shops.  If 
companies  could  be  restricted  to  pharmacy  proper  the 
problem  might  be  solved.  "  One  man  one  shop  "  would  be  the 
ideal  system,  and  that  they  really  ought  to  strive  for.  He 
knew  men  who  had  bought  at  stores  to  come  back  to  the 
individual  pharmacist  because  his  goods  were  the  best. 

The  Chaieman  said  he  was  in  at  the  birth  of  the  Federa- 
tion, and  thought  he  had  been  in  danger  of  seeing  its  death, 
but  now  hoped  to  see  a  vigorous  growth.  As  to  its  policy, 
that  should  come  from  the  individual  associations,  like  that 
of  the  federated  associations  of  labour.  He  had  a  branch- 
shop,  but  branch-shops  were  conducted  by  qualified  men, 
which  was  different  to  a  company  of  shareholders,  where  a 
qualified  man  sold  his  services  to  an  unqualified  body. 

The  vote  nf  thanks  was  carried  with  acclamation,  and  Mr. 
Smith  briefly  replied. 


Bradford  and  District  Chemists'  Association. 

A  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  on  November  7, 
when  the  following  resolution  was  passed  : — 

This  meeting,  whilst  willing  to  unite  with  the  Federation  of 
Local  Associations  in  any  action  which  is  calculated  to  assist  the 
Pharmaceutical  Council  in  its  attempt  to  unite  the  trade,  cannot 
at  the  same  time  take  any  part  in  any  organisation  of  chemists 
which  would  tend  to  militate  against  the  success  of  the  scheme 
for  looal  organisation  proposed  by  Mr,  Newsholme,  and  requests 


the  Federation  to  defer  any  further  action  in  the  matter  until 
the  Pharmaceutical  Council  has  expressed  its  opinion  on  the  first 
formulated  scheme. 


Dewsbury  and  District  Chemists' 
Association. 

A  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  on  November  6 
Members  were  present  representing  Dewsbury,  Batley 
Mirfield,  Gleckheaton,  Ossett,  Savile  Town,  and  Liversedge 
The  question  of  the  Companies  Act  was  introduced  by  Mr 
Beoadhead,  of  Batley,  but  no  action  was  decided  upon,  the 
matter  being  adjourned  until  the  policy  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  is  made  known.  Arrangements  were  made 
for  a  special  meeting  of  the  Association,  to  be  held  at  the 
end  of  the  month,  when  a  paper  will  be  read  by  Mr.  Glyn- 
Jones  on  the  "P.A.T.A.  and  the  Defence  Fund."  It  was 
decided  to  recommend  members  of  the  Association  to  vote 
for  Mr.  Charles  Troke,  of  Penge,  being  placed  on  the  list  of 
annuitants  of  the  Benevolent  Fund. 


North -East  Lancashire  Association. 

The  executive  committee  of  this  Association  met  at  Black- 
burn on  Tuesday  evening,  November  7,  under  the  presidency 
of  Mr.  Councillor  Critchley,  to  consider  certain  attacks 
made  upon  the  Association  or  its  members  by  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Journal.  Our  local  representative  sends  us  a  full 
report  of  the  proceedings,  from  which  we  gather  that  our 
contemporary  said  something  to  the  effect  that  the  report 
of  the  meeting  held  on  October  24  (see  G.  %  D.,  October  28, 
page  714)  was  unfit  for  publication.  Mr.  Cbitchley,  in 
opening  the  proceedings  on  Tuesday  evening,  said  that  one 
of  the  critics  of  the  Association  "  had  falsified  and  perverted 
their  statements,"  and  they  desired  to  protest  against  this. 
The  context  indicates  that  our  contemporary  was  referred 
to.  Mr.  E.  Loed  Gipford  then  took  up  the  running,  and, 
speaking  in  a  subdued  manner,  pointed  out  that  the  practice 
of  the  members  was  to  avoid  strong  language,  and  the  paper 
which  he  had  read  to  them  on  October  24  was  a  particularly 
modest  and  mild  effort.  He  was  afraid  that  the  facts,  not 
the  language,  were  unfit  for  publication.  They  were  of 
opinion  that  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  should  exist  for  its 
members,  and  not  the  members  for  the  Society.  The  manner 
in  which  matters  were  dealt  with  in  the  official  organ  made 
it  fair  to  ask  if  such  methods  did  not  justify  the  question  as 
to  the  desirability  or  otherwise  of  an  official  organ.  Mr. 
Wells  also  spoke,  complaining  that  the  manifest  omission 
of  a  word  from  a  report  of  a  speech  by  him  had  been  over- 
looked by  our  contemporary,  which  thereupon  criticised 
him  unfairly,  and  as  if  the  word  had  been  intentionally 
omitted.  Mr.  Holt  also  supported  the  protest,  and  stated 
the  P.J.  admittedly  summarised,  altered,  and  suppressed 
points  in  the  speeches  by  Mr.  Gifford  and  Mr.  Wells ;  still 
worse,  they  criticised  a  matter  suppressed  ;  but  he  (Mr.  Holt) 
was  inclined  to  regard  the  matter  lightly,  as  the  P.J.  writer 
must  have  been  in  a  cantankerous  mood  at  the  time.  What 
was  of  more  importance  was  that  the  past  apathy  and  in- 
difference in  regard  to  matters  of  vital  interest  to  pharmacy 
had  given  place  to  increased  interest.  Even  the  P.J.  must 
admit  that  almost  anything  was  better  than  the  cold  in- 
difference which  had  been  exhibited  during  the  past  twenty 
years.  Other  members  having  spoken  to  the  same  effect,  the 
meeting  adjourned. 


"  Jiggbb  Flea  "  Eemedt. — In  reference  to  the  note  pub- 
lished in  our  last  issue  (page  736),  the  Bayer  Company 
(Limited)  write  us  that  europhen  has  been  successfully 
used  in  the  treatment  of  "  Jiggers  "  (Pulex  penetrans).  The 
flea  burrows  into  the  skin  under  the  toenails,  and  along  the 
sides  and  between  the  toes,  where  it  lays  its  eggs  in  a  small 
white  sac  which  bursts  and  causes  most  acute  inflamma- 
tion, often  leading  to  necrosis  of  the  terminal  phalanx  of  the 
toe,  and  necessitating  amputation.  Pure  europhen  dusted 
into  the  small  hole  after  the  removal  of  the  sac,  even  when 
it  bursts  during  removal,  or  applied  to  the  ulcerating  sore 
left  after  the  sac  has  burst  without  being  previously  treated, 
causes  most  rapid  healing,  and  appears  to  kill  the  eggs  of 
the  parasite.  It  is  the  best  of  about  thirty  remedies  which 
have  been  tried. 
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^festivities. 


Thh  Chemists'  Ball. 

At  a  meeting  held  at  16  Bloomsbury  Square  last  week  it 
was  decided  to  hold  the  chemists'  ball  at  the  Portman 
Rooms  on  January  17.  The  Secretary  (Mr.  W.  Warren, 
24  Russell  Street,  W.C.),  will  be  glad  to  receive  the  names  of 
any  gentlemen  wishing  to  assist  as  stewards  on  that 
occasion. 

Giddy  Glasgow  Assistants. 

The  Glasgow  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Assistants'  and 
Apprentices'  Association  gave  its  first  "  At  Home "  at 
100  West  Regent  Street  on  November  3.  There  was  a  good 
turn-out  of  members  and  friends,  and  Mr.  J.  P.  Gilmour,  the 
President,  occupied  the  chair.  A  capital  entertainment  was 
provided  by  Mrs.  Taylor,  Misses  Hannah  and  Cameron,  and 
Messrs.  J.  Lothian,  Taylor,  J.  P.  Taylor,  Thomson,  Robinson, 
and  Gilmour,  while  Mr.  Kennedy  proved  an  efficient 
accompanist.  Light  refreshments  were  served  during  the 
evening,  and  danoing  was  kept  up  with  spirit  until  an  early 
hour.  Altogether  the  "  At  Home  "  proved  a  most  gratifying 
success. 

Liverpool  Pharmaceutical  Students'  Society. 

This  Society  began  its  winter  session  on  November  2  with 
a  smoking- concert  held  at  the  Kardomah  Cafe,  Church  Street. 
The  President  (Mr.  Prosper  H.  Marsden,  F.C.S.)  took  the 
chair  at  7  p.m.,  the  proceedings  going  with  a  good  swing, 
thanks  to  the  varied  programme  provided  by  the  following 
gentlemen  : — Messrs.  Atkinson,  Brown,  Cosbie,  Davies,  Doran, 
Gilbert,  Matthew  Hall,  Harrison,  Harrod,  Kennel,  Nicholson, 
and  Scott.  The  accompanists  were  Messrs.  Woodward  and 
Matthew  HalJ,  and  the  general  arrangements  were  made  by 
the  Hon.  Secretary,  Mr.  E.  W.  Pabridge,  assisted  by  Mr.  P.  8. 
Jenner.  A  good  audience  attended,  comprising  most  of  the 
well-known  local  supporters  of  this  young  and  vigorous 
organisation, 

Manchester  Musical. 

On  November  4  a  smoking-concert  was  held  at  the  Man- 
chester College  of  Pharmacy,  Mr.  Fisher  (Preston)  in  the 
chair.  The  students  showed  their  musical  abilities  by 
rendering  a  number  of  vocal  and  instrumental  solos  with 
much  acceptance.  Miss  Marley,  a  vocalist  of  some  repute, 
delighted  those  present  by  the  efficient  manner  in  which  she 
sang  "  The  Lost  Chord,"  "  Daddy,"  and  other  favourite 
pieces.  The  Chairman  and  one  or  two  others  gave  recita- 
tions, several  being  of  a  humorous  character.  Mr.  C. 
Turner,  the  Principal  of  the  College,  gave  a  lantern- 
exhibition,  throwing  on  the  screen  groups  of  past  and  present 
students,  and  also  views  of  the  neighbourhood  taken  while 
on  botanising-expeditions.  Mr.  F.  B.  Hirst,  who  for  some 
time  past  has  been  demonstrator  at  the  College,  was  pre- 
sented with  a  handsome  black-marble  timepiece  as  a  wedding- 
present.  Cheers  for  Mr.  Hirst,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Turner,  and 
Mr.  Fisher,  followed  by  the  National  Anthem,  closed  the 
proceedings. 

In  the  Throne  Room. 

Mr.  P.  W.  Squire  was  surrounded  by  plenty  of  Companions 
on  the  evening  of  November  2.  The  occasion  was  the  annual 
reunion  of  the  Chemists'  Assistants'  Association  in  the 
Throne  Room  of  the  King's  Hall,  Holborn,  W.O.  Mr.  W. 
Warren  was  Vice-Chairman.  The  talent  engaged  for  the 
evening  was  of  a  varied  description,  Mr.  W.  H.  Noel  perhaps 
securing  the  most  praise  with  his  humorous  songs;  one, 
"  Our  First  and  Only  Cricket  Match,"  a  new  version  of  "  The 
.Village  Blacksmith,"  eliciting  tremendous  applause.  Miss 
Rachel  Phelps  pave  two  solos  on  the  harp,  Mr.  Berridge- 
Fraser  and  Mr.  Cullum  some  serious  songs,  whilst  Mr.  Harry 
Hall  and  Mr.  J.  Avon  supplied  the  humorous.  Mr.  Jordan 
presided  at  the  piano  and  accompanied  the  songs.  Mr. 
Morley -Taylor,  in  response  to  an  appeal  by  the  members  of 
the  Association,  gave  a  short  recitation  which  received  great 
applause. 

At  the  interval,  after  drinking  "Success  to  Her  Majesty's 
Troops  in  South  Africa,"  a  collection  was  made  for  the 
Widows  and  Orphans  Fund,  which  realised  61.  Is.  "God 
Save  the  Queen  "  and  "  Rule  Britannia  "  having  been  sung, 


Mr.  P.  W.  Squire  and  Mr.  W.  Warren  spoke  a  few  words. 
Mr.  Squire  said  it  gave  him  great  pleasure  to  be  Chairman 
that  evening,  while  Mr.  Warren  recalled  the  Council-meeting 
of  the  previous  day  as  earnest  of  their  intention  of  doing 
something  on  the  company-pharmacy  question.  At  the 
finish  of  the  conceit  it  was  agreed  on  all  sides  that  a  very 
jovial  evening  had  been  spent. 

Plymouth  Chemists  Dine. 

The  Plymouth  and  District  Chemists'  Association  held  its 
annual  dinner  on  November  8,  when  the  President  (Mr.  F. 
Maitland)  was  supported  by  Mr.  G.  T.  W.  Newsholme,  Vice- 
President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain. 

A  letter,  regretting  absence,  was  received  from  Mr.  W. 
Martindale,  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  An 
excellent  dinner  was  provided. 

Mr.  R.  F.  Riper,  proposing  the  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
remarked  that  the  path  of  the  Society  was  at  present  strewn 
with  anything  bnt  roses.  The  incomplete  Act  of  1868, 
supplemented  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Majuba  of  1881,  left 
pharmacy  in  a  perfectly  anomalous  condition,  in  that  it  be- 
came legal  for  a  number  of  unqualified  persons  to  do  what 
qualified  pharmacists  could  not  do.  The  greater  the  extent 
to  which  the  Council  took  their  constituencies  into  their 
confidence,  the  greater  the  interest  and  support  that  would 
be  accorded  them.  They  would  not  look  in  vain  for  a  differ- 
ent statement  of  policy  when  the  present  difficulties  among 
themselves  were  solved,  and  it  remained  to  be  seen  if  there 
was  sufficient  energy  among  the  chemists  of  the  country  to 
give  the  support  necessary  to  carry  their  policy  to  a  success- 
ful issue.  He  considered  the  position  of  the  minority  of  the 
Council  the  most  logical,  but  probably  the  policy  of  the 
majority  or  opportunists,  who  were  desirous  of  recognising 
and  dealing  with  the  inevitable,  was  more  likely  to  prove 
acceptable. 

Mr.  Newsholme,  responding,  referred  to  the  progress  of 
the  Plymouth  Society,  and  said  he  had  much  at  heart 
organisation  among  pharmacists.  His  idea  was  that  there 
should  be  in  every  pailiamentary  division  a  local  secretary  to 
advise  members  of  Parliament,  so  that  the  whole  country 
would  be  covered.  It  was  very  unfortunate  that  they  were 
suffering  from  a  terrible  anomaly  in  the  state  of  the  law. 
1  he  Council  endeavoured  to  amend  the  Pharmacy  Act,  and 
introduced  a  Bill  dealing  with  liability  companies  and  other 
matters  ;  but  unfortunately,  like  many  other  Bills,  it  was  the 
other  matters  that  wrecked  it.  It  was  exceedingly  un- 
fortunate that  the  Bill  of  1881  was  wrecked,  not  only 
because  it  would  have  prevented  a  limited  company 
trading,  but  because  wrecking  prevented  the  curriculum 
being  carried  out.  He  hoped  that  before  long  the  minority 
would  become  the  majority.  Great  evils  had  grown  up  in 
company-pharmacy,  but  they  had  no  right  to  give  in  now 
because  it  had  been  continued  for  twenty  years,  and  it  was 
no  business  of  the  Society's  to  say  that  these  people  had  been 
doing  right,  but  to  try  to  regulate  them  in  accordance  with  the 
Pharmacy  Act.  At  present  the  Society  represented  something 
like  six  thousand  out  of  fifteen  thousand  chemists  in  the 
country,  but  it  was  useless  to  go  to  Parliament  unless  they 
were  supported  by  every  chemist. 

Mr.  C.  J.  Park  also  responded  ;  Mr.  Blight  proposed 
the  Association.  The  President,  in  replying,  said  the 
Association  had  140  members.  Honorary  members  and 
visitors  were  also  toasted. 


Chilblains. — A  subscriber  of  the  C  D.  A.  gives  the  follow- 
ing cure  as  one  he  has  recommended  for  eighteen  yearB, 
and  never  known  to  fail : — Equal  parts  of  aconite  liniment, 
belladonna  liniment,  and  Bosisto's  eucalyptus  oil.  To  be 
well  rubbed  in  three  or  four  times  a  day. 

Cuticura  — Apctht  ker  Mack  of  Zntphen,  sends  the  follow- 
ing intormation  to  the  Pharm.  Centralh: — "Potter's  Cuticura 

salve  Two  years  ago  I  analysed  this  secret  remedy  twice. 

It  is  a  very  pale  glistening  green  salve,  consisting  of  paraffin 
and  white  vaseline.  The  greenish  hue  is  caused  by  the 
fluorescence  of  the  vaseline.  Another  time  I  detected 
chlorphyll  spectroscopically.  Besides  this  the  ointment 
contains  absolutely  nothing ;  neither  alkaloids,  nor  glucosides, 
acids  nor  salts  could  be  discovered.  Cuticura  re.iolvens 
contains  aloes,  rhnbarb,  liquorice  and  sarsaparilla,  but  whether 
other  drugs  are  also  present  I  could  not  decide." 
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©bsemtiona  ant)  IReflections, 

By  Xraysee. 


The  Council  Debate  on  the  company-question  recalls 
the  old  and  better  traditions  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
'when  subjects  of  importance  were  fully  discussed  in  public. 
Mr.  Hills  seems  to  entertain  some  sort  of  affectionate  regard 
for  the  practice  of  threshing  out  "  differences  of  opinion  in 
committee."  It  would  be  difficult,  I  think,  to  prove  that  any 
benefit  has  resulted  from  this  method  of  treating  problems 
which  concern  the  whole  trade.  No  one  is  deceived  by  it. 
We  all  know  that  among  twenty-one  intelligent  individuals 
differing  views  must  be  taken  ;  and  the  best  way  of  deducing 
a  workable  theory  from  these  is  that  all  aspects  of  the  subject 
under  discussion  should  be  ventilated.  The  debate  would 
have  been  perhaps  more  actual  if,  as  Mr.  Cattsighe  desired, 
the  Council  could  have  had  what  he  called  "Mr.  Glyn- Jones's 
wonderful  panacea"  before  them  in  opposition  to  the  drastic 
clause  which  the  Law  and  Parliamentary  Committee  had 
recommended.  But  there  is  clear  evidence  from  the  report 
that  the  Council  were  scarcely  ready  to  divide  on  a  distinct 
issue.  A  good  piece  of  work  was  done  in  hearing  and 
defeating  the  arguments,  very  fairly  advanced,  by  the  advo- 
cates of  No  Compromise.  It  now  remains  for  the  victors  to 
submit  such  a  clause  as  can  be  reasonably  maintained  before 
Parliament,  and  to  convince  their  constituents  that  they  have 
a  definite  policy  which  should  satisfy  all  but  tho3e  who  have 
committed  themselves  to  an  irreconcilable  attitude. 

*  *  *  * 

The  Speeches  in  the  debate,  as  I  have  said,  seem  to 
indicate  a  disposition  to  be  fair-minded  all  round.  But  there 
was  one  exception  :  Mr.  Rymer  Young  appears  to  be  gifted 
with  a  peculiar  ingenuity  in  extracting  isolated  passages 
from  his  opponents'  arguments  in  such  a  way  as  to  distort 
their  obvious  meaning.  I  notice  that  he  attempted  to  suggest 
in  the  course  of  his  short  speech  that  Mr.  Glyn-Jones 
objected  to  the  protection  of  titles,  and  that  Mr.  Hills  did 
not  desire  to  interfere  with  the  existing  state  of  affairs.  For 
both  of  these  inaccurate  representations  Mr.  Young  was  very 
properly  called  to  order.  Was  not  this  the  same  gentleman 
who  not  long  ago  informed  a  Lancashire  association  of 
chemists  that  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  had  expressed 
approbation  of  the  Lord  Chancellor's  efforts  to  extinguish  the 
profession  of  pharmacy,  and  who  when  called  upon  to 
justify  his  statement  avoided  the  challenge  ?  [The  same. — 
Ed.] 

*  *         *  * 

"Bel  and  the  Dbagon  In  some  notes  on  The  Poultry 

(the  short  London  thoroughfare  of  that  name)  in  Notes  and 
Queries  of  November  4,  Mr.  I.  Holden  MacMichael  refers 
to  the  ancient  stone  sign  of  Bel  and  the  Dragon  which,  as 
has  been  stated  in  this  journal,  is  preserved  in  a  room  at 
No.  7  New  Poultry  Chambers,  at  the  back  of  the  premises 
where  Messrs.  Oorbyn,  Stacey  &  Co.'s  pharmacy  existed  for  a 
few  centuries.  Mr.  MacMichael  Btates  that  this  sign  is 
referred  to  in  Larwood  and  Hotten's  "  History  of  Signboards," 
and  also  in  Norman's  "  London  Signs,"  and  that  both  these 
authors  assume  that  it  alludes  to  the  apocryphal  account  of 
the  heathen  god  Bel  and  the  serpent.  This  writer,  however, 
makes  the  very  sensible  suggestion — I  am  not  sure  whether 
it  is  quite  original  or  not — that  the  sign  was  derived  directly 
from  the  arms  of  the  Apothecaries'  Company  which  represent 
Apollo,  the  god  of  healing,  slaying  the  dragon  of  disease. 

*  *         #  # 

No  Credit  to  the  Chemist.— The  Lancet  states  that  a 
"  Nordrach-on-Dee  Sanatorium  "  for  the  treatment  of  pul- 


monary tuberculosis  is  to  be  established  on  Deeside,  about 
18 J  miles  south-west  of  Aberdeen.  The  names  of  ten  eminent 
medical  men  are  given  as  "  amongst  those  whose  guidance 
and  support  have  rendered  the  trial  possible."  It  would  have 
been  only  fair  to  have  included  also  the  name  of  Mr.  Gibson, 
the  Edinburgh  chemist  who,  by  his  articles  in  the  Nineteenth 
Century,  has  compelled  this  experiment.  But  the  Lancet's 
theory  has  always  been  that  no  layman,  and  especially  no 
chemist,  has  the  right  to  intervene  in  regard  to  any  question 
of  medical  treatment. 

*  *  *  * 

Commercial  Corruption.— Sir  Edward  Fry  continues 
his  attack  on  secret  commissions  in  business,  by  an  article  in 
the  November  number  of  the  Contemporary  Review.  In  this 
contribution  he  concisely  and  ably  expounds  the  intentions 
of  Lord  Russell's  Bill  "  to  check  corruption,"  of  which  he 
admits  he  is  a  joint  author.  Sir  Edward  Fry  makes  no 
reference  on  this  occasion  to  the  charges  of  corruption 
against  a  section  of  the  medical  profession  which  met  with 
such  indignant,  but  inadequate  response  two  or  three  months 
since  ;  but  he  definitely  alleges  corruption  of  the  kind  which 
the  Bill  would  make  criminal  against  bankers  and  solicitors. 
Both,  he  says,  share  the  commission  of  stockbrokers  when 
they  invest  money  for  their  clients,  while  solicitors,  he 
asserts,  draw  often  pretty  large  payments  from  insurance 
offices  with  whom  they  place  the  business  of  those  for  whom 
they  act.  Of  course,  he  admits,  if  the  fact  of  these  commis- 
sions being  paid  were  perfectly  well  known  to  the  clients 
themselves,  no  offence  would  be  committed.  But  he  maintains 
this  is  not  the  case.  He  did  not  himself  know  they  were 
paid  until  lately,  nor  did  " bstter-informed  men"  than 
himself.  They  can,  however,  he  points  out,  b8  easily  made 
legitimate  by  the  bankers  or  solicitors  issuing  a  circular  to 
their  customers,  stating  the  terms  on  which  they  undertake 
such  transactions.  Finally,  Sir  Edward  Fry  urges  the  forma- 
tion of  a  society  having  for  its  object  the  suppression  of 
commercial  corruption  in  its  various  forms,  and  especially  the 
enforcement  of  the  Act  he  discusses — whenever  it  shall  be 
passed. 


Scientific  progrem 


The  Odour  of  Saffron.— According  to  Hilger  and  Scluiler 
the  odour  of  saffron  bears  a  definite  relation  to  its  colour.  They 
state  that  if  saffron  be  distilled  in  a  current  of  steam  practically 
no  volatile  oil  is  obtained,  but  if  it  be  previously  acidified  with 
dilute  Bulphuric  acid  a  comparatively  large  yield  of  oil  is  obtained. 
They  claim  that  the  oil  plays  the  part  of  an  acid  towards  the 
colouring-matter,  and  that  it  is  only  when  the  compound  is  broken 
up  that  the  free  oil  can  bo  obtained. — Apotheher  Zeituiig,  11, 
1899.  [Quite  recent  researches  on  the  chemistry  of  this  oil,  how- 
ever, have  failed  to  demonstrate  any  such  properties  on  its  part  as 
those  attributed  to  it  by  the  above-named  chemists.— Ed.] 

Simonlllo  Is  a  Mexican  Dry,  derived  from  a  Coniza 
(N.O.  Composite),  probably  C.  filaginoides.  From  it  Dr.  Altami- 
sano  has  extracted  the  following  bodies : — A  fat,  a  resin,  an 
essential  oil,  chlorophyll,  pectin,  mineral  Baits,  and  a  glucoside, 
which  he  terms  lennesine.  It  is  a  bitter,  amorphous,  yollow 
powder,  soluble  in  water  and  in  alcohol,  hut  very  slightly  so  in 
ether,  ft  is  said  to  be  an  excellent  cholagoglie. — Bulletin  de  la 
Soc.  Boy.  de  Pharmacie,  j.,  1899. 

The  Chemistry  of  Some  Cresses. — A  useful  paper  on 
the  chemistry  of  the  essential  oils  and  the  glucosides  of  some  of 
the  cress  oils  appears  in  the  Arcltiv  du  Phannazie,  237,  vii., 
by  J.  Gadamer.  He  shows  that  the  oil  from  Lepidum  sativum 
is  identical  with  that  from  TrOpCBOlum  majus,  consisting  practi- 
cally entirely  of  benzyl- isothiocyanate.  The  glucoside  from  this 
plant  appears  also  to  be  identical  with  gluco-tropaeolin  obtained 
from  T.  majus.  This  has  the  formula  C14H180.jNKS._..  The  oil 
from  Nasturtium  officinale  consists  almost  entirely  of  phenyl- 
ethylene-isothiocyanate,  CgHjCoH^NCS.,  and  its  glucoside  has 
the  formula  C15Hn0KNSjO9.  Tin's  body  is  termed gluconasturtiin. 
The  oil  and  glucoside  of  J3arbara?n  prrecox  are  identical  with  thete. 
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"SANITAS"  ^ 

EMBROCATION 


In  bottles  to  retail  at 


8d.,    1/-,    and  2/6. 

"SANITAS" 


AND  OTHER 


DISINFECTANTS 

SULPHUR  FUMIGATING  CANDLES  (Kingzett'a  Patents) 

Qd.,  2d.,  and  1/-  each. 
PRESERVED  PEROXIDE    OF  HYDROGEN 

(Kingzett'a  Patent). 
MOTH  PAPER,  BLOCKS  AND  CRYSTALS. 
WEED  DESTROYER,  &c,  &c. 

THE  SANITAS  CO.,  LIMITED,  BETHNAL  GREEN,  LONDON. 

and  636-642  W.  55  Street,  NEW  YOKK. 


SPRATT'S 

PATENT 

Dog  Cakes 

SUPPLIED  TO 

NANSEN 
EXPEDITION. 


PEPSALIA 

Bears  a  good  profit,  and  may  be  obtained 

through  the  Wholesale  Trade. 


Propmtors,CEREBOS  LTD.,  8  Maiden  Li.no,  London,  E.C. 


47  MINORIES,  E. 


B.P.   SEIDLITZ  POWDERS 
SELTZOGENE  CHARGES 
CITRATE   OF  MAGNESIA 

(In  Bottles  and  Decorated  Tins) 

LEMONADE  CRYSTALS 
COMPOUND  LIQUORICE  POWDER 


WRITE  FOR  PRICES  ANDJQUOTATIONS 


LISTER' 

MADE  BY 

John  Milne  0 

OTTDEB  ^ 


LORD  LISTER'S 
PERSONAL  DIRECTIONS. 


GAUZE 

Antiseptic  Dressings  Factory,  LADYWELL,  S.B. 


66 


99 


Oan  be  obtained  from  all  Chemists, 
Grocers,  &c,  la  4-oz.  Tins, 
price  Is. 


1$ 


Oan  be 
obtained   from    all  • 
Chemists,  Grocers,  &c,  in  4-oz. 
Tins,  price  la. 

SOLD  WHOLESALE  BY 

GEO.  NELSON,  BALE  &  CO.,  Ld. 

14  DOWCATE  HILL,  LONDON,  E.C. 


MELLIN'S 
FOOD 


For  INFANTS 
and  INVALIDS. 


Descriptive  Literature, 
handsome  show  cards  and 
window  transparencies, 
free  on  application  to 


Fletcher,  Fletcher  &  Cfrd.  London  &  Sydney, 


Ebttorial  Comments. 


Mow  do  We  Stand? 

The  discussion  on  Company  Pharmacy  at  last  week's  meet- 
ing of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  at  Bloomsbury  Square  has 
helped  to  clear  the  air,  and  we  are  probably  somewhat 
nearer  a  definite  issue  in  regard  to  the  Company  question, 
for,  in  the  course  of  the  discussion,  one  or  other  of  the 
speakers  revealed  the  points  which  have  been,  or  will  be, 
considered  and  formulated  before  the  Government  is  again 
approached  in  regard  to  this  thorny  subject.  The  points 
were  substantially  as  follows : — 

1.  Pharmacy  Act  titles  should  be  reserved  for  individuals,  and 
corporations  should  not  be  allowed  to  use  them.  Upon  this  the 
Council  was  unanimous. 

2.  Corporations  should  not  be  permitted  to  trade  in  pharmacy* 
This  was  really  the  recommendation  sent  back  to  the  Committee, 
,  3.  Company  trading  in  pharmacy  should  be  left  severely  alone. 
W e  can  do  no  good  by  touching  it,  because  Parliament  will  not 
give  us  what  we  want.    This  is  Mr.  Carteighe's  opinion. 
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4.  All  companies  keeping  open  shop  for  the  sale  of  poisons 
should  have  (a)  a  directorate  of  qualified  chemists  and  druggists 
or  (6)  qualified  managers.  These  ideas  were  brought  out  in  the 
speeches  of  the  majority. 

5.  At  the  earliest  opportunity  an  endeavour  should  be  made, 
through  amendment  of  the  Pharmacy  Acts,  to  obtain  better 
control  of  qualified  persons,  including  amendment  of  the  Widows' 
Clause,  so  that  at  least  one  executor  or  trustee  should  be  a 
qualified  chemist.  Mr.  Hills  referred  to  this  matter  in  his  speech, 
the  object  of  the  suggestion  being  to  apply  to  the  individual's 
trading  the  same  literal  principle  as  to  the  corporations. 

It  is  difficult  to  extract  more  from  the  debate  than  these 
five  policies,  if  we  may  so  call  them,  and  the  trade  may 
well  let  its  thoughts  take  the  bent  of  the  Council's  wisdom. 
It  should  be  observed  in  the  first  place  that  the  Council 
confines  itself  strictly  to  the  Companies  Bill.  The  members 
generally  feel  that  the  pharmacy  clause  introduced  into  the 
Bill  can  be  amended  or  must  be  opposed,  and  the  majority 
are  of  the  former  way  of  thinking.  Therefore,  there  is  a 
limitation  to  the  reforms  which  can  be  accomplished 
through  the  Companies  Bill,  and  the  majority  on  the  Council 
wish  to  get  what  can  possibly  be  obtained  in  this  way, 
taking  the  Lord  Chancellor's  clause  with  other  parts  of  the 
Bill,  as  the  basis  for  formulating  an  adequate  clause.  The 
whole  principle  of  the  Bill  is  the  regulation  of  companies 
generally,  the  specific  parts  of  the  measure  being  in  con- 
nection with  pharmacy  and  medicine,  therefore  it  is 
appropriate  for  the  Pharmaceutical  Councils  to  ensure  a 
hearing  in  regard  to  their  case.  It  is  a  matter  of  con- 
gratulation that  the  councillors  are  practically  unanimous 
upon  the  question  of  preventing  limited  companies  from 
using  the  titles  which  the  Pharmacy  Act  confers  after 
examination  upon  individuals.  The  only  member  of  the 
Council  who  gave  no  precise  expression  of  opinion  on  this 
point  was  Mr.  Oarteighe.  It  is  true  that  he  voted  for  the 
Law  and  Parliamentary  Committees'  clause,  but  he  gave  his 
vote  with  the  qualification  that  he  did  not  think  the  united 
skill  of  the  Council  could  do  what  it  thought  it  could  do. 
He  did  not  think  they  could  frame  an  amendment  of  the 
Companies  Bill  which  would  meet  the  exigencies  of  the 
case. 

That  is  the  attitude  which  Mr.  Carteighe  has  always  taken 
on  this  most  important  subject.  In  some  respects  Mr. 
Newsholme,  the  Vice-President  of  the  Society,  is  of  Mr. 
Carteighe's  way  of  thinking,  for  he  declared  that  it  was  not 
the  duty  of  the  Council  to  regulate  company  pharmacy  at 
all.  In  the  narrow  sense  it  is  not,  but  the  Lord  Chancellor 
proposes  to  regulate  it,  and  it  is  the  Council's  duty  to  see  that 
the  regulation  suggested  is  in  sympathy  with  the  principle  of 
the  Pharmacy  Act.  The  next  point  brought  out  in  the  dis- 
cussion related  to  the  conducting  of  businesses  owned  by 
limited  companies,  and  although  there  was  difference  in 
opinion  as  to  what  this  means,  there  was  general  agreement 
that  companies  should  be  placed  in  the  same  position  as 
individuals.  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  wants  to  ensure  that  the 
persons  who  absolutely  conduct  such  businesses  are  qualified 
under  the  Pharmacy  Act — that  is,  the  directors,  not  the 
managers  of  the  shops,  as  the  Lord  Chancellor  has  proposed 
in  his  clause.  We  do  not  attach  any  importance  to 
the  suggestion  that  the  managers  should  be  qualified ; 
indeed,  it  is  unnecessary  to  legislate  in  that  direction, 
because  it  is  already  provided  for  by  the  Pharmacy  Act 
which  requires  qualified  men  for  the  sale  of  poisocs, 
and  it  is  the  custom  in  all  the  larger  corporations  to  have 
qualified  men  as  managers  of  the  branches.  Moreover,  it  is 
to  be  expected  that  in  any  amendment  of  the  Pharmacy 
Acts  the  question  of  the  qualified  management  of  shops  will 
be  dealt  with  for  the  trade  as  a  whole.  To  ask  for  a  quali- 
fied manager  (as  distinct  from  qualified  salesmen)  to  be 
installed  in  every  company's  shop,  while  the  law  does  not 


3    require  this  of  the  individual  chemist,  would  be  to  court 
5    defeat.    On  the  other  hand,  a  qualified  genuine  directorate 
would  be  a  wholesome  deterrent  to  the  evil  which  the  Lord 
,    Chancellor,  and  the  drug-trade  more  strongly  than  he, 
,    desires  to  abort — viz.,  the  formation  of  pharmacy- companies 
l    by  unqualified  men  who  have  failed  to  satisfy  the  pharma- 
,    ceutical  examiners,  or  who  take  up  the  drug-business  as  they 
;    would  a  sausage-shop.    That  is  an  evil  which,  if  unchecked, 
is  certain  to  increase  as  years  go  on,  because  the  stringency 
.    of  the  examinations  is  increasing,  and  already  we  have  in 
.    pharmacy  hundreds  of  traders  who  have  failed  to  pass  the 
Minor  but  have  "qualified"  through  Somerset  House.  It 
would  be  an  effectual  barrier  to  such  enterprise  if  the 
Companies  Act  required  that  such  companies  may  only  be 
formed  on  condition  that  the  person  or  persons  holding  the 
major  monetary  interest  in  the  company,  and  actually 
carrying  on  the  business,  should  be  registered  under  the 
Pharmacy  Act,  and  that  he  or  they  should  be  in  the  position 
of  director  or  managing- director  of  the  company.    Thus  a 
director  would  become  equal  to  the  individual  proprietor  in 
private  enterprises. 

Apart  from  the  fact  that  this  would  cany  out  the  intention 
of  the  Legislature  when  it  framed  the  Pharmacy  Act  of 
1868,  the  suggestion  is  akin  to  a  provision  in  the  Companies 
Bill  which  deals  with  the  qualification  of  directors  generally, 
it  being  a  condition  precedent  to  their  acting  in  their 
appointed  capacity  that  they  shall  "  qualify " — in  the 
pecuniary,  not,  of  course,  the  pharmaceutical,  sense.  All 
that  we  ask  in  regard  to  pharmacy  is  that  the  appointment 
of  pharmaceutically  qualified  persons  as  directors  of  drug 
companies  should  also  be  made  a  condition  precedent 
to  such  companies  trading.  Those  who  have  not  realised  the 
importance  of  this  suggestion  tell  us  that  it  will  be  easy  to 
get  a  paid  board  of  qualified  directors,  or  to  otherwise  evade 
the  law;  but  that  does  not  get  over  the  fact  that  the 
qualified  directorate  holds  the  field  as  the  most  practical 
suggestion  for  (1)  stopping  the  evil,  (2)  placing  companies 
in  a  similar  position  to  individuals,  and  (3)  not  giving  them 
the  splendid  advertisement  that  managership  recorded  by 
the  Registrar  under  the  Pharmacy  Acts  would  be  to  them. 
So  long  as  we  stick  to  company-machinery  in  regard  to  the 
qualified  control  the  Board  of  Trade  will  see  that  the 
company-law  is  fulfilled,  and  the  Registrar  under  the  Phar- 
macy Acts  or  any  other  individual  will  have  access  to  the 
records  of  companies.  This  would  serve  the  individual 
chemist's  object  infinitely  better  than  any  provision  which 
would  enable  a  company  to  say,  "  Registered  by  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society,"  and  that  is  the  direction  in  which  the 
proposed  schemes  of  control  by  managers  are  leading  us. 

Essential  Oil  of  Jasmin. 

We  have  previouslyTpublished  some  account  of  the  work  of 
Verley^on  the  one  hand,  and  Hesse  and  Miiller  on  the  other 
hand,  the  results  of  which,  it  will  be  remembered,  were 
entirely  at  |  variance.  According  to  Verley  the  essential  oil  of 
jasmin  consists  chiefly  of  phenyl -glycol-methylene  acetal,  a 
body  which  he  termed  jasmal,  and  for  the  preparation  of  which 
a  patent  was  actually  applied  for.  No  trace  of  this  body 
could  be  found  by  Hesse  and  Miiller,  who  gave  as  the  results 
of  their  work  the  following  average  composition  of  the  oil : — 

Benzyl  acetate    65  per  cent. 

Linalyl  acetate        ...       ...       ...  7"5  „ 

Linalol    16  „ 

Benzyl  alcohol        ...       ...       ...  6  „ 

Other  odorous  bodies    5'5  „ 

The  subject  becomes  one  of  some  importance  when  one 
finds  artificial  jasmin  oil  in  quite  a  number  of  price-lists,  in 


\ 
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none  of  which  is  the  composition  disclosed.  According  to 
Hesse,  not  only  is  there  no  trace  of  "  jasmal "  in  oil  of  jasmin, 
but  when  prepared  synthetically  it  has  no  odour  whatever  of 
jasmin  oil.  The  firm  of  Heine  &  Co.,  of  Leipzig,  have 
now  applied  for  a  patent,  both  for  home  and  foreign 
countries,  for  the  manufacture  of  artificial  jasmin  oil, 
based  on  the  most  recent  work  on  the  subject,  which 
has  just  been  brought^  to  a  most  successful  conclusion 
by  their  chemist,  Dr.  Albert  Hesse.  It  is  to  the 
"other  odorous  bodies"  quoted  above  that  he  has  paid 
attention,  and  in  his  latest  work,  in  addition  to  confirming 
his  previous  researches,  he  has  succeeded  in  identifying  no 
less  than  three  fresh  bodies  in  the  oil.  The  most  extra- 
ordinary body,  possibly,  that  has  ever  been  identified  in  a 
sweet-scented  essential  oil  is  one  of  these.  He  finds  no  less 
than  Z3r  per  cent,  of  indol  present.  This  body,  C,,HrN,  is  one 
which  has  a  distinct  relationship  to  indigo,  and,  at  ail 
events  in  commercial  specimens,  possesses  a  very  disagree- 
able odour,1  due,  doubtless,  to  the  presence  of  impurities. 
There  appears  to  be  no  doubt  of  the  identity  of  this  body, 
as  not  only  were  the  physical  characters  in  complete 
agreement  with  those  of  indol,  but  two  crystalline  deriva- 
tives were  prepared,  and  confirmed  this  identity.  The 
S3Cond  body  is  the  methyl  ester  of  anthranilic  acid, 
C6H1(NH2)(C02OH3'),  a  body  discovered  by  Erdmann  in  oil 
o£  neroli,  and  to  which  that  oil  to  some  extent  owes  its 
odour.  The  quantity  present  was  very  small,  but  its  presence 
was  clearly  proved  by  the  preparation  of  crystalline  deriva- 
tives. The  last  body  is  a  new  ketone,  of  the  formula 
CnH^O,  of  intense  jasmine  odour,  which  the  discoverer 
terms  jasmone.    The  average  composition  of  the  sample 

examined  was — 

Jasmone,  CuH10O   3     per  cent. 

Indol,  C8H7N   2-5 

Methyl  anthranilate,  C8HaNO,,    ...     0'5  „ 

Benzyl  acetate,  C9H10O2    65  0  „ 

Linalyl  acetate,  CxoHioC^   7'5,  „ 

Benzyl  alcohol,  C,HR6    i   6'0  „ 

,  Linalol,  C^HjbO    155  „ 


Research  for  the  B.P. 

THE  following  letter  has  been  issued  to  working  members 
of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference,  and  to  other 
pharmacists  interested : — 

•  Dear  Sir, — It  seems  desirable  that  pharmacists  should  show  in 
a  practical  manner  their  interest  in  the  improvement  of  each 
successive  Pharmacopoeia,  and  thus  prove  their  claim  to  a  share 
in  the  production  of  that  work. 

Their  interest  might  be  made  evident  in  an  effective  manner 
through  the  Pharmaceutical  Conference,  if  those  who  are  daily 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  pharmacopceial  preparations  would 
keep  a  record  of  the  difficulties  met  with,  and  of  possible  improve- 
ments in  the  preparations  and  in  the  tests  for  the  purity  of 
drugs. 

It  is  generally  recognised  that  the  results  obtained  in  operating 
upon  large  and  small  quantities  vary  within  certain  limits,  so  that 
records  from  wholesale  druggists,  pharmacists  who  make  their  own 
preparations,  and  hospital-dispensers  would  each  possets  a  value 
of  their  own. 

Such  records,  if  summarised  and  presented  each  year  in  the 
form  of  papers  to  be  read  at  the  Pharmaceutical  Conference,  would 
not  only  form  a  valuable  commentary  on  the  Pharmacopoeia,  but 
would  afford  incontestable  evidence  that  pharmacists  are  alive  to 
their  responsibilities  and  equal  to  the  position  they  claim  as  co- 
workers with  the  medical  profession  in  the  production  of  the 
national  Pharmacopoeia. 

I  would  therefore  urge  upon  pharmacists  generally,  and  upon 
the  members  of  the  Conference  in  particular,  the  importance  of 
recording  observations  upon  the  practical  working  of  the  present 
Pharmacopoeia.  I  should  esteem  it  a  favour  if  those  who  are 
willing'  to  record  such  observations  and  present  them  in  the  form 
of  papers  to  be  read  at  the  meeting  of  the  Conference  in  London 
next  year,  1900,  would  kindly  intimate  their  intention  to  me  or 
the  Honorary  Secretaries  at  as  early  a  date  as  possible. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  yours  faithfully, 
E.  M.  Holmes, 
President  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference.  | 
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Mr.  Holmes's  suggestion  is  excellent,  and  we  hope  many 
will  make  a  practical  response  to  it.  He  sends  the  letter  to 
us  for  publication  and  as  a  general  invitation  to  all  interested, 
especially  colonial  and  Indian  pharmacists,  whose  experience 
in  B.P.  preparations  is  unique.  Perhaps  the  colonial  and 
local  secretaries  of  the  Conference  may  be  induced  to  gather 
together  notes  from  their  districts. 


The  Companies'  Capital. 

We  notice  a  disposition  in  our  correspondence  on  the  Company- 
question  to  assume  that  the  capital  invested  iD  company- 
pharmacies  is  not  large.  We  do  not  understand  what  other 
people's  notion  of  capital  exactly  mean?,  but  we  have  been 
looking  into  the  figures  for  the  companies  actually  engaged 
in  the  retail  trade,  and  we  calculate  the  paid-up  capital  (in- 
cluding shares  issued  "  f  ally  paid  ")  to  be  1,338,954/.  This, 
however,  does  not  include  the  more  recently  formed  com- 
panies ;  but,  allowing  for  these  and  some  discount  off  the  fully- 
paid-up  capital  of  the  smaller  concerns,  the  total  cannot  be 
much  under  a  million  and  a  half  sterling.  Six  of  the 
companies  have  627,000/.  paid-up  capital  amongst  them,  and 
they  are  in  close  touch  with  each  other  with  the  view  of 
opposing  any  attack  upon  the  company-question.  These 
figures  do  not  include  the  large  co-operative  concerns  nor 
department  stores  of  which  pharmacy  is  a  small  part  only. 


Gbese  Game  Slate. 


The  Vinolia  Company  (Limited)  inform  us  that  they 
have  already  forwarded  250/ ,  a  first  instalment  to  the 
Transvaal  War  Fund,  as  a  result  of  the  scheme  referred  to 
on  page  786. 

Midland  Apothecaries'  Company  (Limited). — We 
understand  that  the  business  of  this  company,  in  association 
with  those  of  Messrs.  F.  H.  Prosser  &  Co.  and  Messrs.  Morris, 
Banks  &  Co  ,  Birmingham,  is  to  be  offered  for  subscription. 
The  capital  is  25,000/..  and  of  this  11.000/.  is  to  be  offered. 
Messrs.  W.  Jones  and  F.  H.  Prosser  are  to  be  directors. 

"Boots,  Cash  Chemists,"  is  the  subject  of  a  highly 
appreciative  article  in  the  Jersey  Weekly  Press  and  Inde- 
pendent, which  a  Channel  Islands  subscriber  sends  to  up. 
It  describes  the  company's  factory  in  Nottingham,  and 
mentions  incidentally  that  the  company  has  160  branches, 
each  under  the  direction  of  a  competent  manager  qualified 
by  examination  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  Mr.  Jesse 
Boot,  the  presiding  genius  of  this  great  concern,  is  married 
to  a  Jersey  lady. 

St.  Raphael  Medicinal  Wine. — The  Socie'e  Anonyme 
du  St.  Raphael  Quinquina,  of  Paris,  on  November  9  appealed 
in  the  Court  of  Appeal  against  the  decision  of  Mr.  Justice 
Kekewich  in  their  action  regarding  Messrs.  Clement  et  Cie.'s 
trade-mark,  contending  that  "  St.  Raphael "  used  on  the 
label  was  a  geographical  name.  The  respondents  maintained 
that  it  was  the  name  of  the  Saint.  The  Master  of  the  Rolls 
and  their  Lordships  upheld  the  ru'irjg  of  Mr.  Justice  Keke- 
wich, and  dismissed  the  appeal. 

The  St  Helens  Chlorate  Explosion.— Colonel  A. 
Ford  the  Chief  Inspector  of  Explosives,  has  issued  his  report 
on  the  explosion  which  occurred  at  Kurtz  Chemical-works, 
St.  Helens,  seme  time  ago.  He  states  thar,  so  far  as  he  has 
been  able  to  ascertain  from  the  most  exhaustive  inquiries, 
an  "explosion"  of  potassium  chlorate  had  hitherto  been 
unknown.  Experiments  were  carried  out  to  test  whether  or 
no  potassium  chlorate  would  explode,  and  he  has  proved 
that  it  is  liable  to  explode  when  the  temperature  is  laised 
very  rapidly,  and  sudden  heat  is  the  only  cause  demon- 
strated by  the  test  to  be  a  likely  explanation  of  the  St.  Helens 
explosion.  Colonel  Ford  exonerates  the  United  Alkali 
Company  from  blame  in  the  matter. 
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Xeoal  IReports, 


Merchandise-marks  Act. 

Aerated- watbe  Bottles. 

Me.  Luke  J.  Hbalt,  chemist  and  druggist.  West  Street, 
Drogheda,  was  last  week  summoned  by  the  Dublin  Mineral- 
water  Manufacturers'  Association  for  alleged  breaches  of  thi 
Merchandise-marks  Act,  he  having  sold  bottles  of  mineral 
waters  to  each  of  which  a  false  trade-description  was  applied. 
There  were  fourteen  charges  against  the  defendant,  and,  the 
cases  having  been  gone  into  by  the  Magistrates,  they  were 
all  dismissed  without  prejudice,  with  2*'  6d.  costs  against 
the  plaintiffs  in  each  case. 

The  Belfast  Bottle  Exchange  (Limited)  on  November  2 
brought  an  action  at  Londonderry  against  Mr.  D.  W.  Boal, 
J.P.,  for  having  had  in  his  possession  as  a  mineral  -  water 
manufacturer  and  for  sale  aerated  waters  to  which  a  false 
trade-description  was  applied.  The  Bench  said  that  Mr. 
Boal  had  very  fairly  and  honestly  met  the  case,  and  fined 
him  6d.  on  each  count,  with  12s.  6d.  costs  spread  over  the 
three.    The  prosecutors'  expenses  were  refused. 


High  Court  Cases. 

Overtime  Penalties. 

Ma.  Justice  Ridley  and  Mr.  Justice  Darling,  silting  in  the 
Divisional  Court  of  the  Qufen's  Bench  Division,  nave  just 
decided  an  appeal  from  a  Yarmouth  County  Court  desision 
by  which  Mr.  Cork,  builder,  sued  Mr.  W.  flindle,  chemist, 
Gorleston,  in  respect  to  the  building  of  a  house  and  shop. 
The  defendant  questioned  the  correctness  of  certain  charges 
amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  73/ ,  including  54/.  for  nine 
weeks'  arrears  at  6/.  a  week,  and  the  County  Court  Judge 
ruled  in  his  favour,  awarding  costs.  The  plaintiff  appealed 
against  this  decision,  and  after  hearing  arguments  Mr. 
Justice  Ridley  said  he  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
County  Court  Judge  was  right.  The  contract  stipulated  that 
if  there  was  delay  after  a  certain  period  the  contractor  would 
be  responsible  for  the  penalty  of  11.  a  day.  The  contractor 
had  taken  that  risk  and  was  liable  for  the  delay,  therefore 
the  case  must  be  decided  against  him.  Mr.  Justice  Darling 
concurred. 

A  Glycebin-plant. 

In  the  Queen's  Bench  Division  on  November  7,  Mr.  Justice 
Bigham  resumed  the  hearing  of  the  case  of  Scott  &  Son  v. 
Salmond,  which  was  partly  heard  before  him  at  the  last  Liver- 
pool Assizes.  The  plaintiffs,  Messrs.  George  Scott  &  Son.  of 
87  Lord  Street,  Liverpool,  sued  Messrs.  David  Salmond.  Son 
&  Nephew,  of  Valley  Road,  Bradford,  to  recover  838/.  18i'.  in 
respect  of  instalments  doe  under  an  agreement  with  the 
defendants  of  February  22,  1898,  to  deliver  to  them 
certain  plant  for  the  purpose  of  converting  crude  glycerin 
into  chemically-pure  glycerin.  They  also  claimed  a  further 
500/.  under  the  agreement.  The  total  cost  of  the  plant 
supplied  was  2,450/.,  of  which  the  first  instalment  was  paid. 
The  defendants  alleged  that  the  plant  supplied  was  incapable 
of  doing  the  work  for  which  it  was  intended  and  of  dealing 
with  the  quantity  of  glycerin  per  week  for  which  it  was 
bought.  They  accordingly  counterclaimed  for  the  instal- 
ment paid  and  claimed  340/.  damages  because  the  plant 
failed  to  do  what  was  required.  Plaintiffs'  reply  to  this  was 
lhatthe  plaet  was  supplied  according  to  contract  and  that  it 
was  not  incapable  of  doing  the  work. 

Mr.  Taylor,  Q  O,  for  defendants,  pointed  out  that  5  tons 
of  crude  glycerin  only  yielded  60  per  cent,  of  chemically- 
pure  glycerin,  so  that  it  could  not  be  worked  at  a  profit — 
indeed,  there  was  a  loss  of  5/.  4s.  3d  on  the  6  tons.  With 
75  per  cent,  of  pure  glycerin  they  had  a  profit. 

Mr.  Pickford,  Q.O.,  said  the  report  on  the  plant  was  that 
a  very  small  expenditure  on  it  would  make  it  do  the  work, 
and  he  showed  that  the  figures  which  had  been  quoted  as 
to  the  cost  of  working  the  plant  were  ridiculous. 

Mr.  Geo.  Ed.  Divis,  who  had  made  a  tejhnical  report  on 
trial-experiments  with  the  plant,  wis  again  called,  and  said 
the  capacity  of  the  still  was  from  4£  to  5|  tons.  If  certain 
improvements  which  he  had  suggested  were  carried  out  they 


would  increase  the  production  of  pure  glycerin.  Crude 
glycerin,  he  said,  in  answer  to  his  Lordship,  had  varied 
from  24/.  to  32/  during  the  paattwo  yeirs,  but  52!.  might  be 
got  for  pure  glycerin  of  good  quality. 

His  Lordship  found  for  the  plaintiff*  for  the  amount 
claimed,  and  also  the  last  instalment  due  on  the  plant  of 
816/  and  costs.  There  had,  he  said,  on  a  previous  action 
been  judgment  for  plaintiffs  for  500/.  That  made  in  all  over 
2  000/.,  and  he  suggested  that  1,500/.  should  be  paid  into 
court  pending  any  appeal  that  might  be  agreed  on.  He 
hoped,  however,  that  the  matter  would  not  come  up  again,  as 
the  litigation  must  have  cost  an  enormous  sum  to  both 
parties.  As  to  the  alleged  breaches  of  warranty,  if  Mr. 
Taylor  would  formulite  his  claim  he  would  hear  him,  but  he 
suggested  that  it  should  be  settled  by  the  representatives  of 
the  parties  themselves.  If  they  could  not  do  that  he  was 
prepared  to  deal  with  the  whole  thing  and  put  an  end  to  the 
litigation.    Jadgment  accordingly  for  plaintiffs  with  costs. 


Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

Camphorated  Oil. 

At  the  Cwmbran  Police  Court  on  November  2,  Mr.  G.  F. 
Thome,  grocer,  of  CaerleoD,  was  summoned  for  selling  a 
4  oz.  bottle  of  camphorated  oil  which  contained  10  instead 
of  20  per  cent,  of  camphor.  In  addition  to  producing  a 
letter  trom  the  firm  from  whom  the  defendant  purchased 
the  oil,  in  which  the  goods  were  guaranteed  to  be  "absolutely 
pure,"  Mr.  Lloyd,  solicitor,  who  defended,  raised  an  objection 
to  the  validity  of  the  analyst's  certificate  on  tbe  ground  that 
it  did  not  set  out  the  ingredients  of  which  the  sample  was 
composed.  The  prosecution,  however,  contended  that  the 
certificate  was  sufficient  to  enable  the  Magistrates  to  decide 
the  case,  and  the  Bench  reserved  their  decision  until  the 
next  sitting  of  the  Court. 

Camphorated  Oil  and  Lime-water 

At  Warminst°r  County  Sessions  on  November  2  Messrs. 
Walton  &  Co.  (Limited),  drysaltery,  Maiden  Bradley,  were 
charged  with  selling  camphorated  oil  not  in  accordance 
with  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  On  the  case  being  called, 
the  solicitor  for  the  defence  held  that  his  clients  had  been 
proieeded  against  under  the  wrong  section  of  the  Act.  This 
objection  was  upheld  by  the  Bench,  and  the  case  was  dis- 
missed. 

A  similir  summons  in  respect  to  defective  lime-water  was 
likewise  dismissed. 

Sweet  Spirit  of  Nitre  and  Paregoric. 

At  the  Stipendiary's  Court,  Wolverhampton,  on  November  8, 
Thomas  Piibrow,  described  as  a  chemist  of  265  Bilston 
Road,  Wolverhampton,  but  not  on  the  register  of  chemists 
and  druggists,  was  charged  with  selling  sweet  spirit  of  nitre 
found  to  be  60  per  cent,  deficient  in  etbyl  nitrite,  and 
paregoric  from  which  opium  was  absent.  Mr.  Allwood,  the 
inspector  under  the  Act,  explained  to  the  Bench  that  the 
sweet  spirit  of  nitre  wat  labelled  "  Not  of  B  P.  strength,"  but 
he  maintained  that  this  could  not  be  a  defence.  The 
defendant  pleaded  that  he  did  not  trade  as  a  chemist,  and 
the  Siipendiiry,  in  imposing  a  fine  of  20/  and  osts  in  each 
case,  said  the  matter  was  serious,  for  defendant  sold  drugs 
which  were  all  wron?,  and  people  who  bought  them  took 
them  and  could  get  no  benefit  from  them. 

At  the  same  Court,  C  jrnelius  Charles  Burnett,  chemist  an  I 
druggist,  122  Horsley  Fields,  Wolverhampton,  was  liaed  10s. 
and  costs  for  selling  sweet  spirit  of  nitre  deficient  to  the 
extent  of  30  per  cent,  in  ethyl  nitrite.  The  defence  was  that 
it  was  very  difficult  to  kojp  the  spirit  up  to  full  strength,  but 
the  magistrate  said  it  was  there  ailer's  business  to  look  after 
that. 


County  Court  Cases. 

How  a  Striking  Picture  was  Made. 
An  artht-engraver  named  Divey  failed  to  convince  Judge 
Lumley  Smith,  Q  O,  at  Westminster,  on  Wednesday,  that 
10/.  was  not  enough  for  a  picture  which  he  had  supplied  to 
Messrs.  Wm.  Hay  (Limited),  of  Hull,  for  advertising  "  Hay's 
Faro."    Defendants  had  sent  him  pieces  of  pictures  to  make 
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up  into  one.  The  face  was  from  "  The  Maid  of  Athens," 
published  by  Longmans,  the  hair  from  the  Parisian  Diamond 
Company's  advertisement,  and  the  body  from  Dickens  &  Jone  s's 
advertisement,  and  the  Duchess  of  Teck's  bust.  He  put 
them  together,  and  provided  them  with  suitable  attire. 
There  were  several  alterations  made.  He  had  to  develop 
the  figure,  and  defendant  wanted  the  neck  bared  and  some 
jewellery  introduced.  In  the  claim  for  111  3s.  2d.,  altera- 
tions were  put  down  at  31.  12s.  The  defendants  had  paid 
101.  into  court,  and  the  Judge  considered  that  sufficient. 

A  Question  op  Jurisdiction. 

In  the  Lord  Mayor's  Court  on  November  6,  before  the 
Common  Serjeant  and  a  jury,  Mr.  Andrew  H.  Adams, 
chemist,  21  Formosa  Street,  Paddington,  W.,  sued  Mr. 
Morris  Barnett,  chemist,  80  Sutherland  Avenue,  Maida  Vale, 
to  recover  51.  18s.  for  chemists'  goods  supplied  between 
March  27,  1895,  and  June  22,  1896.  The  defendant  con- 
ducted his  case  in  person.  Mr.  Glyn,  for  the  plaintiff,  said 
that  the  only  plea  on  the  record  was  one  as  to  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  Court,  as  neither  party  resided  or  carried  on 
business  in  the  City.  The  defendant  said  he  did  not  admit 
any  part  of  the  account,  and,  after  argument,  the  Judge  said 
he  thought  there  was  no  jurisdiction,  and  accordingly 
allowed  the  defendant's  plea. 

Egg -ALBUMEN. 

In  the  City  of  London  Court  on  November  8,  before  the 
Deputy-Judge  (Mr.  G.  Pitt-Lewis,  Q.C.),  an  action  was 
brought  by  Mr.  W.  G.  Frith,  31  Crutched  Friars,  E  C, 
against  Messrs.  Soltz,  Cohen  &  Co.,  Penton  PJace,  King's 
Cross,  to  recover  391.  7s.  6d.  for  5  cwt,  of  albumen  of  eggs 
supplied.  The  defence  was  that  the  bulk  was  not  equal  to 
the  sample,  and  that  as  the  albumen  of  eggs  was  insoluble 
it  was  unmerchantable  and  unmarketable.  Mr.  Drury, 
plaintiff's  counsel,  said  defendants  had  asserted  that  egg- 
albumen  should  dissolve  completely,  but  all  the  chemical 
authorities  declared  that  that  was  a  physical  impossibility. 
Mr.  Louis  Green,  defendant's  counsel,  produced  a  sample 
which  had  completely  dissolved.  Mr.  S.  C.  Welch,  trading 
as  Hopwood  &  Co.,  manufacturing  chemists,  Jewry  Street, 
E.G.,  said  he  had  had  many  years'  experience  of  albumen, 
and  its  solutions  must  necessarily  show  some  deposit.  Mr. 
H.  A.  Jeune,  drug-dealer,  68  Tower  Street,  E.G.,  corroborated. 
The  Deputy-Judge  found  that  the  goods  were  equal  to 
sample,  and  he  did  not  think  the  defendants  bad  made  a 
reasonable  examination  of  the  sample  before  purchasing. 
He  found  for  the  plaintiffs  for  the  amount  claimed.  Mr. 
Green  said  they  should  appeal. 


(Sa3ette. 


PARTNERSHIPS  DISSOLVED. 

Applegate,  I.,  and  Maybury,  E. ,  under  the  style  of  E.  H.  Tallmadge 
&  Co.,  Liverpool,  oil-refiners,  &c. 

Kay,  J.,  Kay,  T.  R.,  and  Kay,  H.,  under  the  style  of  James  Kay  & 
Eons,  Hamtbottom,  soap-manufacturers  ;  so  far  as  regards  J.  Kay. 

Bees,  J.  H.,  Richards,  T.,  ard  Williams,  W.,  under  the  style  of 
Rees,  Richards  &  Williams,  Pwll,  Llanelly,  aerated- water  manu- 
facturers. 

Rushworth,  C,  Wood,  G.  B.,  and  Norris,  C.  H.  H.,  under  the 
style  of  W.  J.  Norris  &  Brother,  Sowerby  Bridge,  chemical-manufac- 
turers ;  so  far  as  regards  G.  B.  Wcol. 

Tall,  W.  J.,  and  Eadon,  G.  A.,  under  the  firm  of  Baxter,  Tall  & 
Eadon,  Kingston-upon-Hall,  oil  and  seed  brokers. 

Taylor,  F.  J.,  and  Burnet,  J.  H.,  under  the  style  of  Taylor  & 
Burnet,  Birmingham,  veterinary  surgeons. 

THE  BANKRUPTCY  ACTS,  1883  AND  1890. 

Receiving  Obdeb. 

Stewart,  Bessie,  Bradford,  homoeopathii-t,  inanicd  wcmaD,  trading 
separately  and  apart  from  her  husband. 

Adjudication. 

Storey,  Walter  (trading  as  Storey  &  Son "),|Chapel-en-le-rrith,  Derby- 
shire, soap-manufacturer. 


Bankruptcy  IReport. 


Be  R.  M.  Houldswobth,  7  Fenchurch  Avenue,  EC, 
Company-promoter,  formerly  Manufacturing  Chemist. 

This  debtor,  who  was  formerly  iu  business  as  a  manufac- 
turing chemist  at  Heckmondwike,  failed  in  September, 
1898,  with  gross  liabilities  19  6H21.  and  assets  3.910Z.  A 
scheme  of  arrangement  has  now  been  lodged  at  the  London 
Bankruptcy  Court,  providing  for  the  withdrawal  of  certain 
claims  and  the  payment  of  a  composition  of  7s.  6d.  in  the 
pound  on  the  remainder.  The  matter  came  before  Mr. 
Justice  Wright  at  the  High  Court  on  November  6,  when  a 
claim  for  2.000Z.  by  a  Mrs.  Livett,  in  respect  to  a  dis- 
honoured cheque  of  the  debtor's  given  to  her  late  husband 
in  payment  for  a  patent,  was  mentioned.  The  Judge,  in  d  s- 
missingr  the  motion  with  costs,  suggested  that  this  matter  of 
the  2.000Z.  should  be  inquired  into. 


Iflew  Compamee  &  Company  IRem 


T.  S.  Price  &  Co.  (Limited).— Capital  6  500Z.,  in  11. 
shares.  Objects  :  To  acquire  the  business  carried  on  by 
T.  S.  Price  at  Belvedere,  Kent,  and  to  carry  on  the  business 
of  chemical  manufacturers  and  merchants,  makers  of  chemi- 
cal manures,  &c. 

Toilet  Soap  and  Requisites  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany (Limited).— Capital  5,0002.,  in  11.  shares.  Objects: 
To  manufacture  and  deal  in  toilet  and  other  soaps,  toilet- 
requisites,  and  all  articles  for  cleansing  and  similar  purposes. 
The  first  directors  are  F.  Baker,  G.  C.  Fowler,  and  F.  R.  H. 
Parker.  Qualification,  1002.  Remuneration  as  fixed  by  the 
company. 

The  Lead  Company  of  Scotland.— Capital  20,0002.,  in 
11.  shares.  Objects :  To  carry  out  contracts  with  the 
Scottish  Oil  and  Ohemical  Company  (Limited),  with  consent 
of  A  C.  J.  Charlier,  manufacburing  chemist,  Glasgow,  and 
to  carry  on  business  as  chemical  manufacturers,  merchants, 
drysalters,  &c.  Registered  office,  Masterton  Works,  Masterton 
Street,  Keppochhill,  Glasgow. 

British- American  Shoe-blacking  Company  (Limited). 
— Capital  5,000Z.,  in  11.  shares.  Objects :  To  acquire  the 
business  carried  on  at  various  addresses  in  London  by  H.  V. 
Rooney,  and  to  manufacture  and  deal  in  boots,  polishes,  oils, 
soaps,  chemical  and  other  preparations,  &c.  The  first  direc- 
tors are  E.  Gardner,  J.  E.  Ohlschager,  and  H.  V.  Rooney. 
Qualification,  202.    Remuneration  as  fixed  by  the  company. 

W.  Cawood  &  Sons  (Limited).— Capital  10,0002 ,  in  11. 
shares.  Objects :  To  acquire  the  business  carried  on  by 
W.  Cawood  &  Sons  at  Hull,  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of 
oil  refiners  and  boilers,  disinfectant  and  sheep-dip  manufac- 
turers, chemists,  druggists,  &c.  The  first  directors  are 
W.  Cawood,  A.  Cawood  (managing  director  and  secretary), 
G.  Cawood,  F.  E.  Pearce,  and  E.  E.  Lansdale.  Remuneration 
as  fixed  by  the  company. 

England's  Chemical  Manufacturing  Company 
(Limited). — Capital  10,0002.,  in  11.  shares.  Objects:  To 
acquire  the  business  carried  on  at  Stratford,  E  ,  as  "  R.  Eng- 
land &  Co.,"  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  chemical,  oil-of- 
vitriol,  muriatic- acid,  nitric-acid,  and  artificial-manure  manu- 
facturers. The  subscribers  are  :— R.  England,  36  Mark 
Lane,  E.C.,  chemical  merchant ;  G.  W.  England,  36  Mark 
Lane,  E.G.,  chemist;  Mrs.  M.  A.  England.  Broomhill  Lodge, 
Woodford,  Essex ;  Mrs.  L.  S.  Coates,  154  Ky verdale  Road, 
Stamford  Hill;  A.  W.  Coates,  Secretary's  Office,  G.P  O., 
London,  civil  servant ;  Mrs  E.  A.  England,  Mattock  Villa, 
Chelmsford  Road,  Woodford ;  and  R.  D  England,  36  Mark 
Lane,  E.C.,  chemist.  The  first  directors  are  R.  England 
(chairmaD  and  managing  director) ard  R.  D  England.  Quali- 
fication, 2002.    Remuneration  as  fixed  by  the  company. 

Ozonal  (Limited). — Capital  21,0002.,  in  11.  shares. 
Objects:  To  acquire  the  business  carried  on  by  A.  Spianger 
at  19  Braunton  Mansions,  Rosebery  Avenue,  E.C.,  to  adopt 
an  agreement  with  C.  E.  C.  Townsend,  and  to  carry  on  the 
business  of  chemists,  druggists,  drysalters,  oil  and  colour 
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men,  and  manufacturers  of  and  dealers  in  ozone  and  ozone 
solutions,  chemical,  electrical,  and  surgical  apparatus,  &c. 
The  subscribers  are : — J.  0.  Wheeler,  Albany  Chambers, 
Queen  Anne's  Gate,  S.W.,  solicitor;  E.  H.  Antill,  31  Ratlton 
Road,  Brixton,  S  W,  clerk ;  F.  Williams,  46  Launderdale 
Mansions,  Maida  Vale,  W.,  secretary;  W.  Hillstead, 
1  Willowbrook  Road,  Peckham,  S.E,  clerk;  W.  C  Milton, 
10  Elmar  Road,  Tottenham,  clerk ;  G.  C.  Brown,  78  Antill 
Road,  Bow,  E ,  clerk ;  and  A.  A.  Willoughby,  Eastdene, 
Loughton,  clerk.  The  number  of  directors  is  not  to  be 
fewer  than  two  nor  rr  ore  than  seven ;  the  first  are  to  be 
appointed  by  the  subscribers.  Qualification,  100Z.  Re- 
muneration as  fixed  by  the  company. 


J.  Waltebs  Company  (Limited).— Notice  has  appeared 
in  a  recent  issue  of  the  London  Gazette  to  the  effect  thatjat 
a  meeting  of  the  shareholders  of  this  company— which  carries 
on  the  business  of  chemists  and  druggists  at  the  Post  Office, 
tit.  Mary's  Road,  Portsmouth — it  was  resolved  that  the  com- 
pany be  wound  up,  and  Mr.  J.  Walters  was  appointed 
liquidator.  At  a  meeting  held  on  October  14  this  resolution 
was  confirmed. 

B.  Owen  Jones  &  Co.  (Limited).— At  45  Holborn  Via- 
duct, on  November  3,  the  first  annual  general  meeting  of 
this  company  was  held,  Mr.  D.  Citroen  presiding.  In  moving 
the  adoption  of  the  report  and  accounts,  the  chairman  said 
the  latest  advices  from  South  Africa  were  to  the  effect  that 
the  managing  director  had  received  the  assurance  of  the 
TraDsvaal  Government  that  protection  would  be  afforded  to 
the  company's  property  during  the  present  crisis.  The 
prospects  of  the  company  were  good,  and  when  the  war 
terminated  and  business  was  resumed  the  company  would  be 
greatly  benefited.  The  only  place  where  business  would  be 
carried  on  in  South  Africa  during  the  crisis  was  at  the  head- 
quarters at  Boksburg.  The  report  was  adopted  unanimously. 


ftraoe  motes. 


The  Warwick  Tbading  Company  (Limited),  4  and  5 
Warwick  Court,  High  Holborn,  W.C.,  have  just  issued  a 
clas  sified  catalogue  of  cinematograph-  films.  There  is  a  short 
description  of  each  film  given,  so  that  purchasers  can  choose 
the  film  they  want  from  the  catalogue.  The  list  includes 
Transvaal-war  subjects. 

Me.  John  Watson,  chemist  and  druggist,  Grainger  Street 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  has  found  his  photographic- materials' 
department  develop  to  such  an  extent  that  he  has  been 
obliged  to  rent  premises  for  show  and  store  rooms  on  the 
opposite  side  of  Grainger  Street.  His  lantern-business  is  one 
of  the  largest  in  the  provinces,  as  may  be  judged  from  the 
fact  that  his  contracts  for  the  hire  of  lanterns  and  slides  and 
gas  on  some  of  the  nights  of  the  season  just  commenced 
have  been  as  many  as  twenty.  Mr.  Watson  has  50,000 
lantern- slides  for  hire. 

Mr.  William  Peootoe,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  7  Bridge 
Street,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  bad  a  telegram  last  month 
from  Madame  Sarah  Bernhardt,  from  Brussels,  for  two  dozen 
boxes  of  his  Pinelyptus  pastilles.  This  is  a  frequent  repeat- 
order  from  the  divine  Sarah,  who  writes  or  telegraphs  for 
them  wherever  she  may  be,  and  recommends  them  to  her 
friends.  Sir  Henry  Irving  and  Miss  Ellen  Terry  took  supplies 
with  them  on  their  American  tour.  Mr.  Proctor  has  lately 
proceeded  against  a  firm  of  chemists  in  Sunderland  for  an 
infringement.  The  action  was  settled  out  of  court  on  terms 
offered — apology,  damages,  costs,  and  destruction  of  imita- 
tion. 

Me.  John  Davis,  19  Pepys  Road,  New  Cross,  S.E.,  has 
his  "  Domestic  Year-book  "  for  1900  now  ready,  and  it  is  quite 
as  attractive  in  respect  to  literary  contents  and  illustrations 
as  previous  issues.  It  is  an  octavo  book  of  thirty-two  pages, 
printed  on  pink  paper  with  pale-green  covers,  providing 
ample  space  for  chemists'  advertisements.  The  almanac 
contains  a  coupon  for  501.  to  2,001.  insurance  covering  fatal 
accidents  on  train,  omnibus,  and  tram.  This,  as  far  as  we 
are  aware,  is  a  new  feature  in  such  almanacs.  Mr.  Davis  also 


offers  a  miniature  calendar  for  1900,  which  is  a  tiny  booklet 
2  inches  long  and  1  inch  wide,  and  is  just  the  thing  for 
ladies'  purses. 

CinematogeAPH.— Messrs.  Butcher  &  Son,  Blackheath, 
S.E.,  are  bringing  out  a  cinematograph-attachment  for  fitting 
on  an  ordinary  optical  lantern,  which  would  seem  to  be  a  great 


convenience  to  those  persons  who  already  possess  a  lantern 
and  wish  to  exhibit  moving-pictures.  The  illustration  shows 
the  nature  of  the  attachment,  which  is  made  in  walnut  and 
metal,  and  is  attached  to  the  base-board  of  the  lantern.  The 
mechanism  (without  lens)  sells  at  61.  6s.  A  suitable  front 
lens  for  use  with  it  can  be  sold  at  11. 

Messes.  Weenee,  Pfleideeee  &  Peekins  (Limited), 
of  117  Queen  Victoria  Street,  E  G,  have  sent  us  a  copy  of 
their  latest  catalogue  and  price-list,  very  handsomely  got  up 
and  printed  in  really  excellent  style,  the  illustrations  being 
a  special  feature.  The  catalogue  deals  with  the  "  Universal  " 
kneading  and  mixing  machines,  and  other  special  machinery 
for  the  chemical  and  pharmaceutical  industries,  and  we 
should  recommend  chemists  or  others  who  propose  setting 
up  or  renewing  plant  to  see  this  catalogue.  To  the  catalogue 
are  added  directions  for  erecting  the  machinery,  and  cus- 
tomers at  a  distance  will  find  all  the  component  parts 
marked  and  ready  to  put  together.  The  catalogue  is  a 
handsome  and  valuable  reference-list. 

Messrs.  Babnett  &  Fosteb,  the  well-known  mineral- 
water  engineers,  of  Niagara  Works,  Eagle  Wharf  Road,  N, 
have  published  a  new  edition  of  their  "  Recipes  for  the 
Manufacture  of  Aerated  Waters,  Cordials,  &c."  It  deals  in 
detail  with  the  manufacture  of  aerated  waters,  cordials,  non- 
alcoholic ales  and  wines,  and  other  beverages  supplied  by  the 
mineral- water  trade  and  chemists  generally.  Amongst  the 
many  useful  recipes  contained  in  the  little  volume  we  note 
directions  for  the  preparation  of  oxygenated  water  and  fluid 
magnesia,  in  addition  to  a  long  list  of  artificial  mineral 
waters.  Another  example  of  its  usefulness  is  the  complete 
directions  for  preparing  ginger-beer  and  other  fermented 
beverages  so  that  the  same  may  or  may  not  exceed  the 
percentage  of  alcohol  permitted  by  the  Excise  authorities. 
The  book  also  contains  some  useful  data  in  relation  to 
equivalent  weights  of  saccharin  and  sugar  and  on  other 
matters,  and  deals  fully  with  the  subject  of  the  contamination 
of  materials  and  beverages,  an  important  matter  to  the 
manufacturer. 


A  Cdeiosity.— An  American  chemist  (166/27,  New  York 
State),  who  considers  that  the  C.  $  D  excels  any  pharma- 
ceutical journal  published  in  the  United  States  (why  this 
limitation  ?)  offers  to  pay  his  subscription  in  sixty  days  if 
we  (1)  tell  him  about  an  oil,  better  known  as  Japan  or 
Japanese  oil  pain- killer,  a  treatment  for  prevalent  diseases 
for  man  and  beast ;  give  him  (2)  formula,  a  good  liquid 
dandruff-cure ;  and  (3)  a  face-cream,  one  that  has  a  watery  , 
appearance,  very  cool,  and  not  sticky  or  greasy.  We  do  not 
trade  on  these  terms. 
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TRevlews. 


The  Year  book  of  Pharmacy.  Comprising  abstracts  of 
papers  relating  to  pharmacy,  materia  medica,  and 
chemistry  contributed  to  British  and  foreign  journals 
from  July  1,  1898  to  June  30,  1899,  with  the  transac- 
tions of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference  at 
Plymouth,  July.  1899.  8?o.  Pp  5L7.  London:  J.  &  A. 
Churchill.    7*.  6d. 

The  Year  booh  of  Pharmacy  his  again  been  issued  with 
commendable  celerity.  Toe  large  mass  of  material  involved 
and  the  economic  producion  being  considered,  the  publica- 
tion of  the  volume  on  November  6  is  a  matter  upon  which 
the  Hon.  Secretary  deserves  the  congratulations  of  the 
members.  The  abstracts  of  papers,  again  from  the  pen  of 
Mr.  Siebold,  are  very  interesting,  and  such  a  collection  as  is 
here  presented  does  not  exist  in  any  other  pharmaceutical 
pub'ication  printed  in  English— or,  indeed,  in  any  other 
language — except  that  in  the  "  Transactions  "  of  the  American 
Pharmaceutical  Association.  We  have  always  considered 
that  the  Year-book  is  an  adequate  return  for  the  annual 
subscription  to  tbe  Conference  in  respect  to  these  abstracts 
alone.  Mr.  Siebold  gives  a  very  good  account  of  the  progress 
in  pharmacy  and  pharmaceutical  science  during  the  period 
covered  by  the  volume  We  should  like  if  he  made  a 
somewhat  more  discriminate  collection  of  formulae :  for 
examp'e,  on  page  258  there  is  one  for  cooling-ointment, 
which  is  really  a  recipe  for  cold-cream  with  an  obvious 
error,  75  0  grammes  of  solution  of  borax  being  mixed  with 
22  5  grammes  of  fatty  basis. 

The  report  of  the  Conference-meetirig  at  Plymouth  is 
apparently  a  composite  affair,  and  contains  the  complete 
tables  and  other  illustrations  to  Mr.  T.  Tyrer's  paper  on 
official  melting-points. 

Quantitative  Chemical  Analysis  and  Analytical  Charts  for 
Pharmaceutical  and  Chemical  Students.  By  Frederick 
Davis.  8vo.  Pp.  32  Lnndon :  Imperial  College  of 
Chemistry,  &c ,  49  and  51  Imperial  Buildings,  Lud- 
gate  Circus,  E  C.  3s. 

This  is  a  laboratory-manual  dealing  with  such  inorganic 
chemical  analyses  as  students  for  the  Minor  examination  are 
required  to  be  expert  in.  The  author  has  arranged  his 
matter  in  a  logical  and  instructive  manner,  and  opposite 
each  page  is  a  blank  page  for  the  insertion  of  any 
additional  notes  or  any  special  observations  made  by 
the  students.  This  field  of  literature  is  pretty  well  occu- 
pied, and  the  publication  of  the  book  must  necessarily 
be  considered  as  an  expression  of  the  author's  belief  that  he 
finds  his  own  arrangement  bring  out  the  capabilities  of  the 
students  to  the  full,  and  certainly  the  instructions  lack 
little  in  thoroughness.  We  would  suggest  that  Mr.  Davis 
should  in  the  next  edition  make  some  provision  for  ensuring 
that  in  dealing  with  analysis  of  solutions  the  student  does 
not  work  through  the  chart  and  find  that  a  sample  given 
to  him  is,  say,  either  water  or  a  weak  solution  of  a  volatile 
acid.  In  other  words,  one  of  the  first  things  a  student  of 
chemistry  should  do  with  any  liquid  is  to  evaporate  a 
portion  of  it  to  dryness,  and  the  second  is  to  test  it  with 
litmus-paper. 


Doan's  Pills  and  Ointment. 

The  proprietors  of  "Doan's  back-ache  kidney- pi  lis  "  and 
"  Doan's  ointment "  are  establishing  free  distributions  of 
these  medicines  throughout  the  country  by  way  of  adver- 
tising them.  It  is  said  that  at  Taylor's  drug-stores,  Cleck- 
heaton,  on  October  24,  500  2s  9d.  boxes  were  distributed  ! 

Pills  and  Pudding. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Box,  Plymouth,  proprietor  of  B  ix's  pills,  has 
instituted  a  series  of  prize- competitions  with  a  view  to 
stimulating  the  sale  of  the  pills.  Mr.  Bdx  now  offers  a 
prize  of  three  guineas  for  the  best  couplet  on  the  pills.  Tbe 
consolation  prizes  include  a  round  of  beef,  a  plum-pudding, 
watches,  and  purses  of  silver. 


"Cornwell's  Household  Journal." 
Mr.  T.  0.  Cornwell,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Hanley,  is 
celebrating  the  "  modernising  of  an  old-established  busi- 
ness" by  abolishing  the  credit-system  in  the  retail  depart- 
ments of  his  shops,  and  he  also  announces  that  he  will  give 
away  monthly  copies  of  CornneU's  Household  Journal,  a 
journal  containing  stories,  sketches,  and  fashions. 

Patriotic  Chemist. 

Mr.  H.  A.  Elliott,  chemist,  Evesham,  is  offering  31.  reward 
to  the  person  who  has  libelled  him  by  f  taring  that  he  did 
not  wish  success  to  follow  the  troops  in  South  Africa.  In 
contradiction  of  the  libel  Mr.  Elliott  says  he  is  an  English- 
man, born  in  London,  and  could  only  wish  success  to  our 
brave  British  troops,  and  has  friends  who  are  in  the  British 
army  and  are  now  on  their  way  to  fight  the  Boers.  The 
announcement  finishes  with  "  Success  to  the  Soldiers  of  the 
Queen,"  "  God  Save  the  Queen,"  after  which  anybody 
doubting  Mr.  Elliott's  patriotism  must  indeed  b3  hardened. 


flDarrfaaes, 


Butland— Codner.— O  a  November  4,  at  St.  Thomas' 
Church,  Exeter,  by  the  Rev.  C.  H.  Williams,  William  John 
Butland,  second  son  of  the  late  Mr.  Butland,  chemist,  to 
Amy  Ethel,  eldest  daughter  of  Mr.  W.  Codner,  of  St.  Thomas 

Falkingbridge— Rayne.— OaNovember2.  Mr.  Frederick 
Falkingbridge,  chemist,  Baxtergate,  Whitby  (successor  to 
Messrs.  Stevenson  &  Corner),  to  Margaret,  fourth  daughter 
of  Mr.  Peter  Rayne,  Royal  Crescent,  Whitby. 


S>catbs, 


Bindloss. — On  October  26,  at  Ventnor,  Mr.  Herbert 
Meynell  Bindloss,  chemist  and  druggist,  Harlesden. 
Aged  30. 

Golightly.— On  November  8,  at  Pudsfy,  Herbert  John 
("  Bertie "),  son  of  J.  W.  Golightly,  chemist  and  druggist. 
Aged  4  years  and  10  months. 

Sitzler.-  On  November  4,  at  Highbury  House,  Ewell 
Road,  Surbiton,  Mr.  Lewis  Frederick  Sitzler,  of  the  firm  of 
Messrs.  F.  &  L.  Sitzler,  commission  merchants  and  agents, 
Botolph  House,  Eastcheap.    Aged  64. 

Treble. — Mr.  George  Treble,  sen  ,  the  well-known  shop- 
fitter,  died  on  November  6,  after  a  long  and  painful  illness, 
and  was  buried  at  Abney  Park  Cemetery  on  Thursday. 
He  suffered  from  cancer  in  the  throat.  Mr.  Treble  was  born 
on  October  30,  1837,  and  was  the  son  of  George  Treble,  a 
cabinet-maker  who  more  than  sixty  years  ago  began  to 
make  for  himself  a  name  as  a  chemists'  sbopfitter.  In  due 
time  George  Treble  the  second  joined  his  father  in  the 
business,  and  brought  to  bear  upon  the  work  great  originality 
of  idea,  much  enterprise,  and  intimate  acquaintance  with 
the  requirements  of  the  trade.  He,  as  a  young  man,  made 
the  personal  acquaintance  of  Mr.  Claries  Maw,  and  his 
business  in  his  earlier  days  may  be  said  to  have  risen  with 
the  fortunes  of  Messrs.  S.  Maw  &  Son.  His  name  was  a 
guarantee  for  good  taste  in  design  and  excellence  of  work- 
manship, and  we  believe  that  the  majority  of  the  best  phar- 
macies of  the  British  Empire  have  been  fitted  either 
partially  or  entirely  from  Treble's  workshops.  Fortune  did 
not  follow  Mr.  Treble  latterly,  and  a  few  years  ago  he  was 
compelled  to  retire  from  the  business,  leaving  it  to  be  carried 
on  by  his  son,  Mr  George  Treble  the  third,  who  has  now 
associated  with  him  his  own  son  and  the  fourth  of  that  name. 
The  late  Mr.  Treble  is  survived  by  bis  wife  and  a  family  of 
ten — four  sons  (all  shop  fitters)  and  six  daughters. 

Tveedie. — On  October  26,  in  London,  Mr.  J.  J.  Tweedie, 
chemist  and  druggist,  East  Molesey.  Aged  35  Mr. 
Tweedie,  whose  death  at  such  an  early  age  has  caused  deep 
regret  in  Molesey  and  district,  purchased  tbe  business 
carried  on  by  the  late  Mr.  Spicer  in  Bridge  Road. 
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Correspondence. 


In  writing  letters  for  publication  correspondents  should  adopt 
a  concise,  but  not  abbreviated,  style.  They  are  requested  to 
write  on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  Letters 
Notice  to  with  or  withouta  nom- de-plume, must  be  authen- 
Correspon-  flcate!i  0l/  fne  name  and  address  of  the  writer. 
dents.  "  .  m 

Queries  should  be  written  on  separate  pieces  of 

paper,  and  the  regulations  printed  tinder  the  section  to _  which 
hey  apply  should  be  strictly  observed. 


The  Council  and  the  Companies. 

Sir,— I  trust  tbat  no  chemist  will  be  discouraged  on  account 
of  the  line  taken  by  the  members  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council 
at  last  week's  meeting.  There  is  no  cause  for  discouragement, 
but  much  for  congratulation  and  hopefulness.  I  sympathise 
— we  all  sympathise— with  the  attitude  taken  up  Dy  the 
faithful  eight,  but  if  I  had  been  voting  my  vote  would  have 
gone  with  the  triumphant  ten.  If  there  were  ariy  chance  at 
all  of  carrying  the  motion  suggested  by  the  Law  Committee 
in  Parliament,  there  is  not  a  man  in  the  drug-trade  who 
would  not  vote  for  it ;  but  it  is  quite  plain  that,  as  the 
motion  stands,  it  has  no  chance  at  all  at  this  late  date.  I 
am  at  a  loss  to  know  how  the  Law  Committee  came  to  send 
so  hopeless  a  motion  to  the  Council.  I  have  said  before  that 
the  Council  must  have  legal  advice  of  a  substantial  kind, 
but  it  almost  looks  as  it  the  committee  had  been  sitting 
without  proper  legal  advisers.  It  is  utterly  hopeless  for  us 
to  think  we  can  draw  up  a  Bill,  or  even  formulate  our  ideas, 
in  a  manner  suitable  for  piesentation  in  the  House  of 
Commons  without  legal  assistance. 

Tbe  speeches  of  the  meeting  were  undoubtedly  those  of 
Mr.  Glyn-Jones  and  Mr.  Hills.  They  both  expressed  views 
which  I  have  held  and  expressed  frequently  for  several  years. 
It  should  be  noted  that  it  is  not  the  principle  involved  in 
limited  liability,  as  applied  to  trade,  that  we  are  at  war  with 
— not  even  as  applied  to  the  drug-trade  ;  but  we  are  at  war 
with  the  fact  that  unqualified  men  have  been  enabled  to  do, 
under  the  wing  of  the  Companies  Acts,  what  they  could  not 
have  done  as  individuals.  If  we  were  to  go  to  the  House  of 
Commons  and  say,  "  We  wish  the  drug-business  placed  in  a 
position  in  which  the  Companies  Acts  shall  not  apply  to  it," 
the  House  of  Commons  would  naturally  say,  "Why  do  you 
wish  this  ?  Is  it  not  a  calling  in  which  money  is  required, 
and  if  money  is  required,  why  should  the  public  not  grant  it 
under  the  usual  circumstances  T"  If,  upon  the  other  hand, 
we  go  to  the  House  of  Commcns  and  state  that  a  man  who 
fails  to  pass  his  examinations  can,  under  the  shelter  of  the 
Act?,  do  exactly  what  a  man  who  passes  can  do — or  tbat  a 
shoemaker  can,  by  forming  a  company  of  himself  and  his 
brothers  and  sisters — the  anomaly  becomes  apparent  at  once, 
and  members  of  Parliament  would  see  it.  It  is  really 
companies  controlled  by  unqualified  men  tbat  we  want  to 
close  up.  There  is  not  muih  public  money  invested  in 
limited  drug-companies.  Mcst  of  them  have  been  formed 
by  men  whose  principles  allowed  them  to  take  advantage 
of  a  gap  which  ihe  Paarmacy  Act  never  left  open,  but  which 
the  Judges  made  in  our  fence.  The  drug-business  is  of  too 
narrow  a  nature  to  allow  much  public  money  being  invested 
in  it,  and  if  we  had  the  unqualified  man  with  his  favourite 
mode  of  conducting  business  (largely  by  throwing  dirt  at, 
and  aspersing  the  characters  of,  qualified  men)  thrown  out, 
pharmacy  would  be  in  a  fairly  healthy  condition.  It  should 
be  noted,  however,  that  we  cannot  lake  anything  less  than  a 
fully-qualified  directorate  and  managership.  There  must  be 
to  room  left  for  the  outsider  in  pharmacy,  unless  he  is 
willing  to  remain  in  the  humble  position  of  bottle-washer. 
He  must  have  no  hand  in  controlling  or  managing  a  drug- 
business.  This  is  according  to  the  spirit  of  the  Pharmacy 
Act,  and  is  also  necessary  in  the  puolic  interest.  I  am 
cautioning  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  on  this  point,  because 
I  know  that  in  a  good  many  cases  steps  have  already  been 
taken  to  give  bogus  companies  a  genuine  appearance,  by 
giving  a  share  or  two  to  employ  6j  during  their  term  of 
employment.  This  is  only  an  attempt  at  evasion  of  legis- 
lation which  has  not  yet  come,  and  such  a  system  still  leaves 
a  qualified  man  in  the  position  of  servant  to  an  unqualified 


man,  and  leaves  the  actual  control  in  unqualified  hands.  In 
regard  to  "  educating,"  I  see  that  Mr.  Atkins  speaks  of  an 
educating  campaign  throughout  the  country.  This  idea  has 
been  in  my  mind  for  some  time,  and  my  recent  letter  on 
'•educating"  gave  it  expression.  I  have  reason  to  think 
that  if  we  had  a  good  man  set  apart  to  attend  to  this  it 
would  pay  pharmacy.  We  have  had  excellent  proof  of  that 
in  Scotland  recently,  in  connection  with  the  Free  Church, 
which  set  a  man  at  liberty  from  his  charge  in  order  that  he 
might  go  round  the  country  in  the  interests  of  the 
Sustentation  Fund.  So  great  was  his  success  (he  is  a 
thoroughly  good  man)  that  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
Established  Church  has  followed  the  Free  Church  example. 
Now,  it  may  be  a  far  cry  from  Church  to  business,  but  this 
affords  an  example  of  tbe  result  of  a  special  missionary.  I 
have  not,  so  far,  taken  much  interest  in  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  and 
his  work,  because  I  never  thought  very  much  of  the  P.  A.T.A. 
system  ;  but  here  is  a  mission  which  I  am  inclined  to  think 
he  is  better  qualified  for  than  almost  any  other  man.  He 
knows  the  subject,  he  can  express  himself  well,  and  he 
knows  a  great  many  chemists— which  is  very  important. 
He  could,  if  he  sees  his  way  to  take  up  this  mission,  be  em- 
powered to  collect  money  in  the  name  of  the  Society  for  a 
law  fund.  These  unqualified  men  boast  of  a  stroDg  "  fighting- 
fund";  but  if  the  chemists  throughout  the  country  would 
put  their  heads  together,  they  could  raise  a  "law-fund" 
which  would  buy  the  fighting-lund  of  these  men  out  for  old 
truck. 

I  observe  that  Dr.  Symes  still  persists  in  calling  chemists 
"craftsmen."  He  has  been  the  most  conspicuous  offender 
in  this  way  all  along,  and  I  had  him  in  my  eye  when  I  wrote 
on  this  point.  The  editor  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Journal 
says  a  craft- guild  of  "  Chemistanddruggistry  "  was  formed. 
The  learned  gentleman  is  certainly  turning  facetious.  This 
word  has  a  rare  old  flavour  about  it  which  reminds  me  of 
words  I  have  heard  before.  How  would  it  do  to  forward  it 
to  Mr.  E.  T.  Reed,  of  Punch  fame,  as  a  name  to  attach  to 
one  of  his  prehistoric  animals  ?  It  flavou-s  strongly  of  some 
of  his  names.  James  Reid. 

Dumfries,  November  6. 

Sib, — I  fail  to  see  in  what  way  the  clause  drafted  by  and 
referred  back  to  the  Law  Committee,  or  any  other  which 
they  may  draft,  will  evtr  affect  stores. 

Mr.  Jesse  Boot,  who  is  without  a  doubt  the  b;st  business 
man  and  one  of  the  most  successful  in  the  drug-trade,  could 
to-morrow  drop  the  title  which  the  trade  seem  to  be  making 
such  ado  about,  his  name  being  sufficient  for  the  B.itish 
public. 

The  next  question  relates  "  to  keeping  open  shop  for  the 
sale  of  poisons,"  but  the  real  point  and  objection  to  stores  is 
the  amount  of  money  which  good  business  men  have  made 
while  most  chemists  have  been  asleep.  I  feel  sure  that  if 
M.P.'s  would  take  the  trouble  to  inquire  who  takes  the  most 
precautions  to  ensure  the  said  safety,  they  would  find  that 
leading  stores  are  not  second  in  this  respect.  I,  like  many 
more  qualified  men,  am  for  free  trade,  and  in  every  way 
agree  with  stores.  The  Pharmaceutical  Society  can  try  its 
uttermost  to  impsde  this,  but  when  both  sides  of  the  question 
are  clearly  shown,  stores  will  have  nothing  to  fear.  Clauses 
can  be  drafted  by  the  best  of  men,  but  they  will  never  stop 
this  way  of  trading.  Yours  truly, 

Gjole,  November  6.  J.  C.  Bbewis. 

Sib, — The  summing-up  of  the  discussion  by  the  President 
at  the  meeting  of  the  Council  is  to  much  to  the  point,  and 
so  well  focuses  the  issue,  as  to  demand  examination.  There 
can  be  no  gainsaying  the  earnestness  now  of  every  member 
of  the  Council,  or  their  determination  to  lift  pharmacy  out 
of  the  bog  she  is  in.  "There  was  not  the  thickness  of  a 
piece  of  paper  between  those  who  said  that  companies  ought 
to  be  on  the  same  footing  as  individuals— and  the  other 
position  "  Let  us  try  and  see  what  this  piece  of  paper  is 
made  of,  and  with  ycur  permission  I  propose  to  examine  the 
arguments  of  our  esteemed  and  accomplished  President.  He 
says : — 

(1)  That  the  Council  (I  pre3ume  he  means  the  Privy  Council) 
had  had  the  refusal  of  these  suggestions,  and  had  in  plain  English 
refused  them. 

This  is  mere  surmise,  we  think,  unlikely  to  be  true  and 
unsupported  by  a  single  argument.    These  suggestions  un- 
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doubtedly  forced  the  Lord  Chancellor  to  lay  bare  the  situa- 
tion. He  put  the  matter  in  such  a  way  as  to  compel  us  to 
declare  what  we  were  fighting  for ;  we  did  so,  and  he  re- 
arranged the  case,  at  the  same  time  going  out  of  his  way 
to  say  in  plain  English  "that  company-pharmacy  and 
personal  qualification  could  not  cohere."  He  practically 
also  said  that  we  must  assert  this  principle  or  accept  an- 
other proposition,  viz.,  that  our  qualification  is  different 
from  a  medical  or  a  legal  one,  inasmuch  as  it  may  be 
exercised  vicariously — that  is  to  say,  unqualified  people  may 
practise  pharmacy  through  qualified  persons. 

(2)  If  they  had  the  title  protected  the  practice  would  go 
with  it. 

Upon  this  the  whole  question  of  company-pharmacy 
hinges.  It  needs  to  be  true.  If  it  is  true,  well  and  good ;  if 
not,  our  business  is  to  make  it  true.  The  air  gets  clearer.  In 
medicine  and  law  it  applies  because  they  have  penal  powers  ; 
but  suppose  it  possible  to  get  this  cumbersome  and  unnatural 
qualified  directorate,  how  will  it  be  impossible  for  the  un- 
qualified practitioner  of  pharmacy  to  get  a  qualified  direc- 
torate having  only  delegated  powers  ?  It  is  acknowledged  that 
this  must  have  "  sole  and  absolute  control."  Surely  the  onus 
of  demonstrating  the  possibility  of  this  falls  upon  the  authors 
of  this  scheme.  The  arrangement  must  be  one  which  would 
not  be  "  infamous  "  in  medicine  or  law.  Mr.  Oarteighe  well 
shows  up  the  folly  of  such  impracticable  roundabout  methods, 
allowing  something  and  tying  it  up  so  as  to  be  nothing. 
Surely  a  direct  claim  is  more  dignified  than  an  indirect  one, 
simplicity  easier  than  complexity.  We  agree  to  protect  the 
title — i.e ,  to  prevent  unqualified  persons  practising  under 
the  law.  The  legalising  of  company-pharmacy  in  any  shape 
or  form  means  repeal  of  the  Pharmacy  Acts.  That  some  of 
our  own  members  may  be  affected  by  its  abolition  is  not 
pertinent  to  the  discussion. 

(3)  We  failed  in  1881,  we  must  therefore  fail  now. 

Circumstances  are  so  different  now  as  to  make  this 
remark  inappropriate.  The  Council's  policy  of  consistently 
increasing  the  rigour  of  the  examinations  is  a  powerful 
factor  now.  That  there  is  a  body  of  chemists,  virtually  the 
product  of  over  thirty-one  years  compulsory  examination,  is 
another  essential  factor.  Besides,  what  is  the  attitude  of 
the  public  ?  It  wishes  an  intelligent  distribution  of  drugs — 
dispensing  and  handling  in  every  way.  It  cries  aloud  for 
this  by  incoherent  voice — at  inquests,  in  the  press,  in  every- 
day life.  Yet  there  exists  a  body  examined,  regulated,  and 
trained  for  the  very  purpose  acknowledged  to  be  so 
desirable. 

(4)  To  completely  stop  company-trading  was  impossible. 

Company-trading  is  not  under  discussion.  Company 
practice  of  pharmacy  is  under  discussion  as  being  incom- 
patible with  the  Pharmacy  Acts,  which  ask  for  personal 
qualification  to  do  specified  work.  Why  does  it  need  so 
much  repetition  that  trade  monopoly  is  "  offside  "  ?  We  need 
the  travesty  of  pharmacy  existing  to  be  put  on  the  only 
footing  which  will  make  it  possible  for  the  "  practice  to  go 
with  the  title." 

(5)  It  had  got  such  a  hold  upon  the  Government  that,  whomever 
one  talked  to  outside  their  own  members,  it  was  hardly  possible 
to  obtain  a  patient  hearing,  they  were  so  convinced  that  the 
public  was  dead  against  them  in  the  matter,  that  it  was  hardly 
worth  their  attention. 

Dear  me  !  the  public  against  us  I  We  have  been  testing 
this  for  the  last  two  years,  and  I  have  yet  to  hear  of  an 
intelligent  person  who  will  give  a  patient  hearing  to  anyone 
■who  suggests  that  we  may  chop  or  deal  in  any  way  with  our 
responsibility  acquired  by  examination.  Surely  it  is  not  to 
red  tape  we  are  going,  to  ask  what  we  can  or  cannot  accom- 
plish? Moreover,  every  fact  which  has  occurred  in  Parliament 
during  the  last  two  years  relative  to  pharmacy  refutes  the 
assertion.  If  the  President  can  establish  his  arguments,  the 
recommendation  of  the  law  and  parliamentary  committee 
falls  to  the  ground.  If  he  cannot  substantiate  them  the  sub- 
committee get  a  powerful  supporter. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Blackburn.  K.  Lobd  Giffobd. 

.  Sib,— At  the  present  time,  when  so  much  is  being  said  and 
written  regarding  the  individual  qualification  of  pharmacists, 


one  of  the  special  evils  is  somewhat  overlooked — viz.,  that  of 
unqualified  managers.  Many  registered  chemists  upon  taking 
over  a  business,  of  ten  employ  an  unqualified  man  as  manager, 
whose  chief  claim  to  that  position  lies  in  a  long  connection 
with  this  particular  pharmacy  under,  perhaps,  an  old- 
fashioned  and  loEg-established  employer.  Surely  the  Act 
was  never  intended  to  protect  such  persons  who,  by  their 
easy  evasion  of  its  principles,  are  a  standing  temptation  to 
younger  men,  who  have  entered  their  calling  with  at  least 
the  honest  intention  to  qualify. 
Dorking  Chemist.  (166/22.) 

Sib, — In  the  midst  of  the  wrangling  and  talk,  are  we  not 
in  danger  of  losing  sight  of  what  is  for  our  good,  as  distinct 
from  theoretical  advantages  ?  What  is  "  company-trading"  1 
It  is  the  employment  of  capital  by  a  body  of  men  instead  of 
by  an  individual  trader.  Where  is  the  danger  of  this  to  the 
public  ?  Is  it  in  the  actual  trading — whether  by  an  unquali- 
fied or  a  qualified  man  ?  There  is,  and  can  be,  no  danger  so 
long  as  those  duties  which  are  restricted  by  law  to  the  quali- 
fied chemists  are  relegated  to  such  a  person,  whether  a 
company  or  not.  Where  is  the  injustice  to  us  as  a  body  1 
Is  it  in  the  trading  or  cutting  1  It  is  simply  in  the  power 
which  the  law  allows  (unintentionally)  to  the  company  to 
annex  the  title  of  "  chemist,"  and  so  allows  an  unqualified 
man,  by  a  subterfuge,  to  appear  qualified.  We  all  know 
that  most  of  these  stores — and  all  the  big  ones — employ 
qualified  men.  Where  do  they  get  them  from  1  From  the 
same  body  which  is  making  so  much  fuss  about  it.  How 
many  towns  are  there  in  which  qualified  men  do  not  own 
"stores"  and  "cut"?  Not  many.  Who,  then,  are  causing 
all  this  mischief  to  the  trade  ?  Chemists  themselves.  Why 
not  start  at  home  and  educate  chemists  into  better  ways,  in- 
stead of  trying  to  persuade  Parliament  to  pass  enactments 
with  which  it  will  have  nothing  to  do  1  Mr.  Oarteighe  poses 
as  the  chemists'  champion.  What  practical  step  has  he 
ever  taken  for  the  chemists'  good  ?  It  has  been  shown 
that  it  is  not  by  fair  fighting  that  stores  flourish,  but  by 
offering  some  popular  goods  at  practically  cost  (or  under 
cost)  price.  It  has  also  been  shown  (thanks  to  the  inde- 
fatigable Mr.  Glyn-Jones,  whose  name  I  bless  every  time  I 
sella  "protected"  article)  that  it  is  possible  to  regulate 
the  matter  so  as  to  leave  a  decent  margin  for  the  retailer — 
store-chemist  and  ordinary  chemist  alike.  Do  we  hear  of 
the  proprietors  of  Dinneford's  magnesia  taking  the  slightest 
step  in  this  direction  ?  On  the  contrary,  it  is  one  of  the 
worst  "  cut "  articles  in  the  trade.  It  may  be  merely  a 
trade  view  (one  has  to  live),  but  it  is  certain  that  cutting 
and  stores  go  hand-in-hand,  and  if  the  former  could  be 
stopped  the  latter  would  languish.  I  commend  to  my  fellow 
chemists  these  practical  suggestions.  Let  us  strive  to  have 
it  enacted  that  there  shall  be  no  back-door  way  to  the 
assumption  of  our  title,  and  then  let  us  convince  our  whole- 
sale friends  of  the  advisability  of  enrolling  under  the 
P.A.T.A.  Mr.  Hills  was  quite  right  in  his  sensible  speech. 
The  cry  should  be  "  Personal  qualification  and  protected 
prices  " — perhaps  not  very  professional,  but  certainly  prac- 
tical and,  moreover,  practicable, 

I  am,  Sir,  yours  faithfully, 

An  Oedinaby  Chemist.  (165/32.) 

"  Experientia  Dooet !  " 

Sib, — The  paragraph  which  you  copy  from  the  Prac- 
titioner, on  page  709,  leads  me  to  tell  the  following  incident 
which  occurred  this  year. 

A  doctor,  with  twelve  or  more  years'  practice  as  doctor  and 
dispenser  of  medicine,  took  his  partner  with  him  one  day  to 
make  a  stiff  dressing  for  a  patient's  leg,  and  put  it  on  well,  as 
they  thought.  Next  morning  they  got  word  that  the  plaster 
of  Paris  had  not  set.  The  discovery  was  made  that  mag- 
nesia was  used  instead  of  plaster  of  Paris. 

This  firm  keep  a  dispenser  now,  and  this  person  got  light 
on  how  it  was  that  the  magnesia  used  for  the  "  white 
bottle  "  used  to  give  so  much  trouble. 

Yours, 

Delta.  (163/46.) 

What  is  Aqua  Rosas  B.P.7 
Sib, — As  a  teacher  of  pharmacy  Mr.  T.  S.  Barrie  has  noticed 
(C.  4'  Di  October  28)  a  haziness  amongst  students  as  to  what 
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aqua  rosre  B  P.  is,  and  he  states  that  this  uncertainty  exists 
even  in  the  minds  of  examiners.  Mr.  Barrie  says  that  from 
a  reading  of  the  text  it  is  quite  evident  that  there  are  two 
rose-waters  in  the  B.P.— viz.  (1)  rose  water  of  commerce, 
and  (2)  diluted  rose-water  of  commerce.  He  wants  to  know 
to  which  of  them  the  term  aq.  rosse  applies.  As  a  student 
of  pharmacy,  allow  me  to  say  that  it  seems  to  me  not  to 
matter  a  twopenny  ticket  to  which  of  them  it  is  applied. 
The  Pharmacopoeia  is  perfectly  plain  as  to  how  they  are  to 
be  used,  and  tbat  is  the  point  of  practical  importance.  I 
should  say  that  an  examiner  who  had  a  candidate  put  rose- 
water  of  commerce  into,  say,  compound- iron  mixture  would 
be  under  no  uncertainty  as  to  what  to  do  with  him.  At  any 
rate,  when  I  present  myself  for  the  Minor  I  do  not  intend  to 
tempt  his  uncertainty  in  this  way.  To  label  bottles  con- 
taining rose-water  of  commerce  "Aq.  Rosas  Cone. ;  1  to  2,"  as 
Mr.  Barrie  suggests,  is  to  pander  to  ignorance.  There  is  no 
such  thing  as  "  Aqua  Rosre  Cone."  Yours  truly. 

R.  L.  A.  (167/2.) 
[Smart,  but  illogical  and  incorrect.— Ed.] 

Another  Indian  Experience. 
Sib, — Regarding  "An  Indian  Engagement"  (C.  <$•  B., 
August  26),  I  can  but  say  that  it  was  a  singularly  easy  appoint- 
ment, and  that  such  are  few  and  far  between.  I  have  had 
close  on  ten  years'  ex  perience  in  India,  and  can  vouch  for  the  fol- 
lowing:— The  last  time  I  came  out  I  joined  a  firm  in  the  South 
on  a  three-years'  agreement :  needless  to  Eay,  I  left  before  it 
expired.  Landing,  as  I  did,  in  the  middle  of  July,  I  found 
it  more  than  hot.  We  employed  five  or  six  assistants,  and 
no  native  compounders  were  kept,  so  all  the  work  was  done 
by  ourselves;  and,  doing  a  large  wholesale  business,  it  can 
be  imagined  that  the  making  of  10  lbs.  turpentine  liniment 
or  300  to  400  citrate  of  iron  and  ammonia  pills  "  with  the 
thermometer  standing  at  about  100°  or  105°  in  the  shade" 
was  anything  but  pleasant  or  easy.  Our  hours  were  likewise 
long,  as  we  worked  in  two  batches,  and  we  found  it  terribly 
tryiDg.  The  shop  was  opened  at  6  A.M.  by  one  of  the 
assistants,  who  was  relieved  at  7  30  a  m.  till  9  A  M.,  when  it 
was  steady  work  till  5  p.m.  Of  the  batch  working  on  after 
5  one  man  took  the  night-duty — and  it  was  duty  in  earnest, 
for  we  were  called  up  six  or  seven  times  during  the  night 
and  early  hours  of  the  morning ;  and  many  a  time  have  we 
had  to  work  at  prescriptions  till  11  o'clock  and  then  be 
roused  out  of  bed,  especially  when  cholera  was  about.  The 
man  on  duty  opened  the  shop  at  6  the  following  morning, 
and  worked  on  till  5  iu  the  afternoon,  being  relieved  only 
from  7.30  to  9  am.  Night-duty  fell  every  fourth  night. 
Regarding  the  assistants'  quarters,  there  was  one  long  room 
partitioned  off  into  several  smaller  ones,  the  partition  only 
going  about  half-way  up.  There  was  no  privacy,  for  a 
common  verandah  ran  the  length  of  the  rooms,  and  it  was 
impossible  to  keep  doors  shut  in  the  heat.  The  furniture 
was  meagre  (a  chair,  dressing-table,  and  a  cupboard  for 
clothes).  No  punkahs  were  supplied.  Every  alternate 
Sunday  on  duty. 

This  is  my  experience  at  one  of  the  five  or  six  firms  I  have 
been  with,  but  in  none  have  I  ever  seen  the  shop  open  after  8 
o'clock;  usually  it  is  kept  open  until  7.30  or  8,  night- duty  being 
taken  by  one  of  the  men  alternately,  time  off  from  2  o'clock 
Saturday  till | Monday  morning  one  week  per  month  being  the 
recompense.  Out  of  my  time  in  India  I  have  spent  four  years 
in  the  plains,  and  during  the  whole  of  that  time  never  have 
I  been  under  a  punkah.  The  firm  I  am  at  present  with  is 
one  of  the  best  I  have  been  in.  We  are  treated  well, 
although  opening  at  7  30  and  keeping  open  till  7  30,  when 
night-duty  is  taken,  the  assistant  on  duty  opening  at  7  30 
the  following  morning  and  staying  on  till  5  in  the  after- 
noon, with  duty  every  alternate  Sunday.  Two  of  us  are 
kept.  All  such  work  as  dispensing  is  done  by  the 
European  assistants,  no  native  compounder  being  kept 
Another  firm  I  was  in  had  also  very  long  hours,  but  no 
Sunday  duty  except,  perhaps,  a  look  in  for  about  half  an  hour 
during  the  day.  We  stocked  practically  everything — stores, 
jewellery,  tobacconists'  sundries,  hardware,  crockery,  bacon 
and  cheese,  &c.  On  the  whole,  I  think  a  chemist's  life  is  far 
preferable  in  the  Old  Country,  unless,  of  course,  one  was 
lucky  enough  to  fall  into  a  soft  thing  like  that  described  in 
"  An  Indian  Engagement." 

An  Assistant  in  India.  (134/70.) 
Bengal  Presidency,  September  19, 


Dispensing  Notes. 


This  section  is  intended  for  the  elucidation  of  dispensing 
difficulties.  Subscribers  and  their  employe's  may  contribute 
to  it,  criticising  any  of  the  following  notes  or  contributing 
notes  on  prescriptions  which  they  have  found  to  be  of 
real  interest. 


A  Magnesia  Mixture. 
Sib, — Would  you  kindly  explain  in  your  paper  why  the 
subjoined  mixture  got  as  hard  as  a  brick  ?   A  few  days  after 
it  was  dispensed  it  got  very  thick,  and  the  people  heated  it, 
which  made  it  worse  : — 


Mag.  carb.  pond. 
Mag.  sulph.  ... 
Aq.  menth.  pip.  ad 


£>iv. 
5iij. 
5xij. 


I  have  my  idea,  but  would  like  confirmation  to  send  to 
headquarters.  Alpha.  (149/64.) 

[Both  mag.  carb.  levis  and  pond  usually  mix  well  and 
diffuse  readily  with  mag.  sulph.  in  solution  When  calcined 
magnesia  is  used  it  forms  a  hard  mass  which  cannot  easily 
be  moved  by  shaking.  "  Alpha  "  should  look  to  his  mag.  carb.] 

A  Queer  Pill. 

Sie, — What  is  the  best  way  to  dispense  the  following 
pills  1— 

Cupric  sulphate    gr,  i 

Cayenne  pepper   gr.  1 

Hydrastin      ...       ...       ...       ...    gr.  J 

Oil  of  copaiba  ...    in_3. 

Venice  turpentine  ~)    c      ,         „,  . 
Calcined  magnesia]'  of  each  a  efficiency 

Ft.  pil.j.    Send  144. 

Abeca.  (135/71.) 
[Mix  with  magnesia  and  a  very  small  quantity  of  tereb. 
venet.,  and  allow  to  stand  for  twelve  hours,  or  even  longer, 
when  it  will  become  bard  enough  to  mould  into  pills.  The 
presence  of  much  Venice  turpentine  causes  the  mass  to  keep 
soft,  and  the  pills  to  drop  considerably.] 


Legal  Queries. 


We  do  not  give  legal  opinions  by  post.  Information  regarding 
most  legal  matters  in  connection  with  pharmacy  will  be  found 
in  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary,  and  in  "  Pharmacy 
and  Poison  Laws  of  the  United  Kingdom,"  and  Alpe's 
"  Handy-book  of  Medicine-stamp  Duty." 


103/14.  W.  P. — If  you  supply  sulphur  and  potash  chlorate 
to  bojs.,  knowing  tbat  they  are  to  be  used  as  an  explosive, 
you  may  get  into  trouble,  but  their  sale  is  not  illegal 

151/60.  Camphor,  who  made  a  deed  of  arrangement  with 
his  creditors  some  time  ago,  and  has  failed  to  carry  out  his 
part  of  the  agreement,  writes  to  ask  us  if  his  creditors  can 
come  upon  him  for  the  balance  of  the  composition,  or 
the  whole  amount,  supposing  he  starts  in  business  again. 
We  cannot  give  an  answer  of  any  value  to  our  correspondent 
in  the  absence  of  the  deed  of  arrangement  itself.  The 
question  would  principally  turn  on  the  wording  of  that 
document.  We  should  advise  our  correspondent  to  get  a 
copy  of  the  deed  and  consult  an  experienced  local  solicitor. 

166/ L3.  Norwood  —  The  liability  of  a  member  of  company 
limited  by  guarantee  does  not  extend  beyond  the  sum  which 
he  undertakes  to  pay  in  the  event  of  winding-up  In  your 
case  it  i-  10Z.  See  Tee  Chemists'  and  DbuggiisTS'  Diaby, 
page  269. 

166/63.  lair  Play  puts  this  question  : — A  shop  is  let  at  a 
weekly  rental,  but  is  paid  monthly.  As  there  is  no  written 
agreement,  what  notice  would  be  required  to  determine  the 
tenancy  ?  The  nature  of  the  tenancy  depends  upon  what 
was  the  agreement  between  the  parties  when  the  tenant 
went  in.   If  he  went  in  as  a  weekly  tenant  the  fact  that  he 
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pays  four  weeks'  rent  at  one  time  does  not  make  him  a 
monthly  tenant.  It  is  a  very  doubtful  point  what  notice  is 
required  for  a  weekly  or  monthly  tenant,  but  the  landlord  or 
tenant  is  certainly  not  entitled  to  more  than  a  seven  days' 
or  month's  notice  as  the  case  may  be,  expiring  at  the  end  of 
the  week  or  month  of  the  tenancy. 

165/64.  Upward  — There  is  no  clause  in  the  Sale  of 
Food  and  Drugs  Act  dealicg  s peciflcally  with  the  sale  of 
magnesia.  Carbonate  of  magnesia  is  no  more  "magnesia" 
than  gin  is  whisky,  and  many  people  who  have  sold  the  car- 
bonate for  magnesia  have  had  to  pay  the  penalty. 

_  161/20.  C.  W.~ You  may  retail  proprietary  pills  of  any 
kind  (which  have  paid  duty)  in  pennyworths  if  jou  do  not 
re-box  them. 

161/13.  Rooney. — You  will  find  all  about  the  registration 
of  trade-marks  in  the  Diaby.  The  official  cost  is  25s.  for 
eaoh  class  in  which  the  mark  is  registered. 


Coming  Events. 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 


We  reply  to  subscribers  and  their  employe's  only  upon  subjects 
of  interest  to  other  readers  generally.  When  more  than  one 
. ,  query  is  sent  write  each  on  a  separate  piece  of 

Oaerlsta  paper.  When  a  sample  accompanies  a  query 
'  full  particulars  regarding  the  origin  and  use  of 
the  sample  must  be  given,  and  it  must  be  distinctly  labelled 
Queries  are  not  replied  to  by  post,  and  those  sent  anonymously 
are  disregarded. 

143/34.    Emulsio. — Cremor  Morrhuse: — 

Cod-liver  oil   5vj. 

Yolk  of  egg   1 

Powdered  tragaeanth    gr.  x. 

Elixir  of  saccharin   5ss. 

Simple  tincture  of  benzoin...       ...  nixlv. 

Spirit  of  chloroform...       ...       ...  5iij- 

Flavouring-oils    itlxij. 

Distilled  water  to   §xij. 

Measure  4  oz.  of  the  distilled  water,  place  the  tragaeanth  in  a 
dry  mortar,  and  triturate  with  a  little  of  the  cod-liver  oil ;  then 
add  the  yolk  of  egg,  and  stir  briskly,  adding  water  as  the  mixture 
thickens.  When  of  a  suitable  consistence,  add  the  remainder  of 
the  oil  and  water  alternately,  with  constant  stirring,  avoiding 
frothing.  Transfer  to  a  pint  bottle,  add  the  elixir  of  saccharin, 
tincture  of  benzoin,  spirit  of  chloroform,  and  oils,  previously 
mixed ;  shake  well,  and  add  distilled  water,  if  necessary,  to  make 
12  oz. , 

143/61.  Wilts.—  You  will  find  solution  of  silicate  of  soda, 
diluted  to  a  syrupy  consistence,  stick  labels  on  parchment 
lard-wrappers  perfectly. 

125/49.  Electricity.— (V)  Electric  lighting  by  batteries 
is  unsatisfactory  both  on  account  of  cose  and  the  fact  that 
you  cannot  depend  on  the  current.  With  a  municipal  supply 
it  is  reckoned  that  electric  light  costs  double  what  gas  does. 
Why  not  try  acetylene  lighting?  We  know  of  several 
chemists  fhops  which  are  successfully  lit  with  it.  (2)  Pear- 
main  &  Moor's  "  Analysis  of  Foods "  (Bailliere,  Tindall  & 
Cox)  will  suit  your  requirements. 

130/14.  Zemo. — (1)  The  moth-infested  birdseed  can 
be  cleaned  by  subjecting  the  seed  to  the  action  of 
of  formaldehyde.  This  destroys  the  moth  and  the  larvje, 
and  subsequent  exposure  to  the  air  gets  rid  of  the  foimal- 
dehyde.  (2)  To  Make  Soft  Soap  — Place  20  lbs.  of  Green- 
bank  pure  caustic  potash  in  a  convenient  vessel,  and  add  to 
it  3§  gals,  of  water,  and  stir  till  dissolved.  Allow  the  lye 
to  cool,  and  pour  into  it  in  a  thin  stream  8f  gals,  of  cotton- 
sfed  oil,  stirring  all  the  time  with  a  flas  wooden  stirrer. 
Continue  stirriog  till  the  lye  and  grease  are  thoroughly 
combined,  and  in  appearance  like  honey.  Cover  up  and  put 
in  a  warm  place  till  next  day.  Again  stir,  and  leave  for  a 
few  days,  when  about  125  lbs.  of  very  stiff  soft-soap  will 
result.  To  cheacen  the  product  each  100  lbs.  of  soap  may 
be  diluted  with  33  lbs.  of  water  by  heating  the  water  and 
soap  together  in  a  boiler ;  the  product  then  more  nearly 
resembles  the  commercial  article. 


Postcard-notices  of  meetings  to  be  held  should  be  sent  by 
Secretaries  not  later  than  Wednesday  of  the  week  before  the 
meetings  are  held. 


Monday,  November  13. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland,  67  Lower  Mount  Street, 
DubliD,  at  8.15  p.m.    Evening  meeting. 

Tuesday,  Nov  ember  14. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain,  17  Bloomsbury 
Square,  W.C.,  at  8  p.m.  Evening  meeting.  Papers  will  be 
read  on  "  The  Biology  of  Yeast,"  by  Professor  J.  R.  Green, 
and  on"  Spurious  Alexandrian  Senna,"  by  Professor  Greenish! 

"Wednesday,  November  15. 

Western  Chemists'  Association  (of  London).  Dinner  at  the  Cafe' 
Royal,  68  Regent  Street  W.,  at  6.30  for  7  p.m.  Tickets,  7s  6d. 
each,  can  be  obtained  from  Mr.  Cracknell,  17  Craven  Road, 
Westbourne  Terrace,  W.,  or  Mr.  Philp,  34  High  Street' 
Notting  Hill,  W.,  not  later  than  November  13. 

Royal  Microscopical  Society,  20  Hanover  Square,  W.,  at  7.30  p.m. 
Exhibition  of  Foraminifera,  by  Mr.  A.  Earland. 

Society  of  Arts,  John  Street,  Adelphi,  W.C.,  at  8  p.m.  First  ordi- 
nary meeting  of  the  146th  session.  Sir  John  Wolfe  Bariy 
will  deliver  the  opening  address. 

Thursday,  November  16. 

Chemical  Society,  Burlington  House,  Piccadilly,  W.,  at  8  p.m. 
The  following  papers  will  be  read: — "The  Chlorine  Deriva- 
tives of  Pyridine.  Part  iv.  Constitution  of  the  Tetrachloro- 
pyridines,"  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Sell  and  Mr.  F.  W.  Dootson.  "  Con- 
tributions to  our  Knowledge  of  the  Aconite  Alkaloids.  Part  xv. 
On  Japaconite  and  the  Alkaloids  of  Japanese  Aconite,"  by 
Professor  Wyndham  R.  Dunstan  and  Mr.  H.  M.  Read.  "  On 
the  Determination  of  Transition  Temperatures,"  by  Dr.  H.  M. 
Dawson  and  Blr.  P.  Williams. 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association,  73  Newman  Street,  W.,  at 
9  P.M.    Short  papers  by  the  members. 

Midland  Chemists'  Assistants'  Association,  Exchange  Rooms, 
Stephenson  Place,  Birmingham,  at  9.15  p.m.  "Remarks  on 
Laboratory  Chemicals,"  by  Mr.  F.  H.  Alcock. 

London  School  of  Pharmacy  Football  Club.  Srr oking-concert 
at  the  Gauden  Hotel,  Clapham  Road  Station,  S.W.  Mr.  H. 
Wootton,  B.Sc,  in  the  chair.    Old  students  cordially  invited. 

Friday,  November  17. 

Glasgow  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Assistants'  and  Apprentices 
Association,  100  West  Regent  Street,  Glasgow,  at  9.15  P.ir 
Entertainment. 


The  Leicester  Chemists'  Social  Union  announce  a  smokiug- 
concert  to  be  held  at  the  Grand  Hotel,  Granby  Street,  Leicester, 
on  November  23. 

A  smoking  concert  of  the  Leeds  School  of  Pharmacy  (Principal, 
Mr.  F.  Pilkington  Sargeant)  is  to  be  held  at  the  college  on 
Saturday,  November  18,  at  7  p.m.  Mr.  W.  Shaw,  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  of  Huddersfield,  in  the  chair. 

Imperial  Institute. — A  course  of  six  lectures  is  being  delivered 
Thursday  evenings  at  8.30  on  "  England  in  South  Africa,"  by  Mr. 
Basil  Worsfold.  The  next  lecture  is  to  be  held  on  November  16, 
when  Sir  Henry  E.  Bulwer  will  preside. 

The  Chemists'  Assistants'  Association's  Cinderellas  are  to  be 
held  at  the  Portman  Rooms  on  December  7,  1899,  and  January  4 
and  March  22,  1S00.  Tickets  may  be  had  from  the  Hon.  Secre- 
taries, Blr.  Chas.  Morley,  3  Bucklersbury,  E.C.,  and  Mr.  H.  H. 
Robins,  113  Ridley  Road,  Forest  Gate,  E.,  or  any  member  of  the 
committee. 

Messrs.  Burgoyne,  Burbidges  &  Co.'s  Cricket  Club  Smoking 
Concert  will  be  held  on  November  24,  at  the  Holborn  Town 
Hall.  Amongst  the  artistes  will  be  Mdlles.  Maude  Fowler, 
Ruby  Verdi,  Edie  Ross,  and  Messrs.  Herbert  Glynwood  and 
Herbert  Campbell.  Tickets,  Is.  each,  may  be  obtained  from  Mr. 
E.  R.  King,  16  Coleman  Street,  E.C. 

Penny  Science  Lectubes. — At  the  Royal  Victoria  Hall, 
Waterloo  Road,  S.E.,  at  8.30  p.m.;  November  7,  Mr.  L.  Fletcher, 
M.A.,  F.R.S.,  on  "  The  Fall  of  Stars  from  the  Sky  "  ;  Novem- 
ber 14,  Mr.  W.  J.  Pope  on  "  The  Uses  of  Distillation " ;  No- 
vember 21,  Mr.  J.  W.  Waghorn  on  "  Electrical  Lead-contacts : 
their  Application  to  Telephones  and  Wireless  Telegraphy " ; 
November  28,  Mr.  M.  Sadler  on  "  A  Brother  of  the  Birds 
(St.  Francis  of  Assisi)." 
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Grafce  IReport. 


The  prices  quoted  below  are  the  bottom  prices 
obtained  for  bulk  quantities  by  importers  and 
manufacturers,  who  do  not  supply  retailers.  They 
are  in  many  cases  exclusive  of  various  charges. 


42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. :  November  9. 

BUSINESS  is  quiet  this  week,  and  the  absence  of  the 
drug-auctions  no  doubt  prevents  buyers  from  placing 
orders.  Camphor  remains  the  feature  of  the  week,  there 
being  a  good  demand  for  refined.  Quotations  for  crude 
continue  to  advance,  but  up  to  Wednesday  little  business 
had  transpired,  owing  to  the  excessive  rates  asked.  Thymol 
has  been  considerably  advanced,  owing  to  the  scarcity  of 
ajowan-seed.    Other  charges  of  the  week  are  as  follows  :  — 


Higher 

Firmer 

Easier 

Lower 

Acetate  of  lime 

Camphor 

Caraway-seed 

Fenugreek 

Menthol 

Quicksilver 

Senega 

Thymol 

Canary-seed 

Galls 

(Chinese) 

Oil,  pepper- 
mint (Jap. 
dementh.) 

Saffron 

Musk 

Oil,  anise,  star 
Oil,  rape 
Pot.  pruss. 

yellow 
Quinine 

Ammonia 

sulphate 
Oil,  linseed 

The  following  are  among  the  arrivals  of  drugs  at  this  and  other 
British  ports  from  November  2  to  8,  both  inclusive  : — Aniseed, 
112;  benzoin,  5  ;  cardamoms,  13  ;  castor  oil  (Ital.),  229;  cinchona, 
38 ;  cochineal,  23 ;  cod-liver  oil,  25 ;  colocynth,  6 ;  fenugreek,  800  ; 
gentian,  20  ;  honey,  35;  iodine,  26  ;  ipecacuanha,  11 ;  lemongrass 
oil,  29  ;  manna,  6;  menthol,  5;  opium,  16;  quillaia,  107 ;  saffron, 
1 ;  senna,  10 ;  wax,  bees',  343. 

Cinchona  in  Ceylon. 

In  the  course  of  an  address  before  the  Ro^al  Colonial 
Institute  on  Tuesday  on  "  Ceylon,"  Mr.  John  Ferguson,  of 
Colombo,  said  the  brief  record  of  cinchona-planting  in  the 
island  was  full  of  romantic  interest  At  first  planters 
scorned  the  idea  of  cultivating  a  medicinal  plant,  but  when 
coffee  failed  there  commenced  a  rush  into  cinchona  ail  over 
the  hill  country,  and  proprietors  thought  they  were  on  tbe 
road  to  fortune  ;  but  an  export  of  litvle  more  than  a  million 
pounds  in  1880,  when  quinine  was  12s.  per  oz.,  was  followed 
in  1884  and  following  years  by  twelve,  thirteen,  and  fifteen 
million  pounds,  and  the  quinine  value  came  tumbling  down 
to  Is.  3d.  per  cz.,  at  which  rate  it.  did  not  pay  to  harvest  tbe 
bark  in  Ceylon.  Lately  there  had  been  some  revival  in 
price,  and  the  export  being  very  low — less  than  a  million 
pounds  last  year — it  was  thought  cultivation  might  prove 
profitable  if  judiciously  carried  out  in  favourable  districts. 

Trade  Booming. 

The  Board  of  Trade  returns  for  October  again  make  very 
satisfactory  reading.  Both  in  imports  and  exports  there  is 
a  substantial  improvement,  tbe  total  volume  of  trade  for  tbe 
month  being  estimated  at  75.000.0C0Z.,  which  is  an  assurance 
tbat  there  is  as  yet  no  slacktning  in  the  tide  of  British 
prosperity.  The  month's  imports  show  the  considerable 
increase  of  5,631,6162.,  or  14  3  per  cent.,  bringing  the  total 
for  the  ten  months  up  to  400,134,9712.,  an  increase  of 
16  886,3572 ,  or  only  4  4  per  cent.  The  principal  advances 
for  October  are  under  articles  of  food  and  drink,  amounting 
to  2,048,8132.,  and  raw  materials  for  textiles,  1,039,4472. 
Oils  show  an  advance  of  156,0002.,  and  in  this  connection 
we  notice  tbat  while  the  imports  of  American  petroleum 
declined  by  13,0002  ,  those  from  Russia  advanced  by  39,0002. ; 
also  that  in  tbe  ten  months  our  purchases  of  Russian  oil 
have  risen  from  476  0002.  to  845,0002.,  an  advance  of  369,0002., 
whereas  onr  imports  of  the  American  product  have  only 
risen  by  229,0002.  The  American  shipments  are,  of  course, 
etill  greatly  in  excess  of  those  from  Russia,  but  it  is  evident 


tbat  Ru-sian  petroleum  is  growing  in  popularity.  It  is 
somewhat  astonishing  to  find  that  no  quicksilver  was  im- 
ported last  month,  so  that  there  is  a  decrease  of  102,710  lbs. 
(10,0512.) ;  on  the  ten  months,  however,  there  is  an 
increase  of  211,307  lbs.  (or  27,0012)  compared  with 
1898.  On  the  other  hand,  the  exports  fell  off  by 
97  206  lbs.,  or  4.0292.,  and  for  the  ten  months  by  15,446  lbs. 
— viz.,  1,872.505  lbs.,  against  1  887,951  lbs.  in  1898.  Values, 
however,  increased  by  21,7622.,  due  to  the  successive 
advances  by  impoiters,  which  fact  seems  somewhat  curious 
in  the  face  of  declining  exports.  The  importation  of 
chemicals,  dye-stuffs,  and  tanning-substances  in  October 
present  an  increase  of  64  5202 ,  the  total  value  being  377,4092., 
against  312,8892.  The  increases  were : — Borax,  72  cwt. 
(472  );  chemical  manufacturers' and  products  urjeoumerated, 
34  8532  ;  cochineal,  285  cwt.  (1,7182.);  cutch  and  gnmbier, 
654  tons  (7,8312);  coal-tar  dyes,  3  2482  ;  itdigo,  251  cwt. 
(3  0262.);  saltpetre,  2  259  cwt.  (4  4692);  and  "other 
articles,"  9,0012.  The  decreas<s  were :  -Alkali,  1,972  cwt. 
(1,1722  )  ;  tanners'  bark,  7,926  cwt.  (2  6232.)  ;  brimstone, 
13,826  cwt.  (2  4762);  and  valonia,  245  tons  (2  4932). 
Cinchona-bark  incrpased  by  431  cwt.,  or  1,7312.,  as  also  did 
gum  arabic  by  8  079  cwt.,  and  "  other  kinds  "  by  11,986  cwt. 
The  importation  of  drugs  again  shows  an  advarce.  the  figures 
for  October  being  86  1372  ;  1898,  68  4362. ;  and  1897,  79  4592. 
The  total  increase  for  tbe  ten  months  has  been  162  4932. 
On  the  export  side  chemicals  and  chemical  and  medicinal 
preparations  were  shipped  to  the  value  of  708  1792.,  or  an 
increase  of  34,4992.  over  October,  1898,  the  improvement  for 
the  ten  months  of  this  year  being  431,5192  The  quantity  of 
bleaching-mateiials  exported  during  the  ten  months  is  con- 
siderably in  excess  of  the  quantity  for  the  same  period  last 
year  and  also  in  1897.  The  actual  figures  were  : — 1899, 
1,051 831  cwt. ;  1898,  909,656  cwt  ;  1897,  935,690  cwt. 
Alkali,  however,  is  much  lower,  the  United  States,  Russia, 
and  Germany  being  mainly  responsible  for  the  decline. 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

[These  prices  are  for  other  niarket-centres\than  London."] 

The  heavy-chemical  market  is  still  in  a  very  healthy  condition 
with  a  continued  aotivity  at  all  the  main  centres.  There  is  a. 
strong  all-round  demand  ;  stocks  are  very  small,  and,  in  fact,  not 
up  to  the  brisk  demand.  Prices  generally  are  very  good — in  some 
cases  higher — and  the  tendency  all  round  is  towards  higher 
figures.  This  is  undoubtedly  due  in  some  part  to  the  general 
good  demand,  but  also,  and  for  the  main  part,  to  the  present  much 
higher  cost  of  coals,  raw  materials,  and  production  expenses. 
However,  with  a  good  home  and  export  demand,  the  outlook  is 
distinctly  promising. 

Alkali  Produce. — Bleachingpowder,  alkali,  soda  ash,  and 
soda  crystals  are  all  very  firm  and  difficult  to  get  hold  of.  Present 
prices  are : — Caustic  soda,  76  per  cent.,  102. :  74  per  cent.,  92.  10s. 
to  92.  15s.;  70  per  cent.,  92.  to  92.  5s.;  60  per  cent.,  82.  5s. 
Bleaching-powder,  52,  10s.  to  52.  15s.  for  softwood  casks  on  rails, 
and  Tyne,  6/.  to  62. 10s.  Soda  crystals — Tyne,  57s  6<2. ;  Liverpool, 
62s.  6(2.  Ammonia  alkali,  58  per  cent.,  42.  7s.  6d.  to  42.  12s.  6(2.  on 
rails.  Soda  ash.  caustic  and  carbonated,  42.  5s.  to  52.  per  ton,  free 
on  rails.  Bicarbonate  of  soda,  in  10-cwt.  casks,  62.  7s.  6(2.  to 
62.  15s.  per  ton ;  and  in  1-cwt.  kegs,  62.  17s.  6(2.  to  72.  2s.  6d.,  f.o.b. 
Liverpool.  Yellow  prussiate  of  potash  is  rather  easier,  at  about 
8(2.  per  lb.  for  best  Lancashire  makes.  Saltcake  quiet  at  26s.  to 
27s.  per  ton  free  on  rails  in  bulk.  Chlorates  of  potash  and  soda 
quietly  steady  at  late  rates. 

Sulphate  op  Ammonia  is  from  2s.  6(2.  to  5s.  per  ton  lower 
again.    Exports  from  Leith  last  week  amounted  to  346  tons. 

Recovered  Sulphur  in  good  demand,  at  42.  15s.  to  52.  per  ton 
on  rails  in  bags. 

Green  Copperas  in  steady  request.  Best  Lancashire,  42s.  to 
43s.  per  ton,  f.o.b.  Liverpool ;  and  Welsh  about  14s.  per  ton,  free 
on  rails  in  bulk. 

Brown  Acetate  of  Lime. — Higher,  at  52.  12s.  5d.  to  52.  15s. 
per  ton,  c.i.f. 

Liverpool  Market. 

Liverpool,  November  8 

Castor  Oil. — For  'good  seconds  Calcutta  Z^d.  per  lb.  is  still 
the  price.  The  demand  is  slow,  and  this  quotation  might  be 
shaded  for  quantity.  First-pressure  French  is  selling  at  V&d.  per 
lb.,  and  second-pressure  at  2^(2.  per  lb. 

Quill aia-b ark. — Holders  having  shown  more  disposition  to 
meet  buyers,  30  to  40  tons  have  changed  hands  at  122.  15s.  per 
ton,  but  it  is  doubtful  if  more  is  obtainable  at  the  price. 

Cream  op  Tartar. — There  have  been  some  inquiries  and  98 
per  cent,  is  held  at  80s.  per  cwt. 
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Montreal  Potashes  are  scarce,  and  there  have  been  sales  at 
24s.  per  cwt. 

Arrowroot. — In  better  inquiry  for  West  Indian,  with  business 
at  4hd.  per  lb. 

Balsam  Copaiba. — The  market  is  now  bare,  a  few  barrels 
Maranham  having  been  sold  at  Is.  ihd.  to  Is.  5d.  per  lb.  A  small 
arrival  will  be  offered  at  auction  next  week. 

Turmeric. — There  is  some  inquiry  for  Madras,  but  none  is 
offered.  A  small  sale  of  Cochin  bulb  has  been  made  at  121.  10s. 
per  ton. 

Honey. — Chilian  is  in  better  demand.  Sales  of  Pile  X.  have 
been  made  at  29s  to  32s.,  and  Pile  I.  at  27s.  per  cwt.  Californian 
honey.  Pale  liquid  has  sold  at  47s.  to  47s.  6d.  per  cwt.  Brown 
and  yellow  set  42s.  Qd.  per  cwt. 

Guinea  Grains. — The  only  holder  now  quotes  90s.  per  cwt., 
and  very  few  available  at  the  price. 

Spermaceti. — There  is  a  good  demand  for  refined,  but  no 
Chilian  has  come  forward. 

Wax,  Carnatjba. — Owing  to  the  higher  prices  asked  for  grey 
only  small  parcels  have  been  taken  at  43s.  to  44s.  per  cwt. 
Medium  has,  however,  sold  at  54s.  to  60s.,  and  yellow  at  71s.  id. 
per  cwt. 

German  Market. 

Bambwrg,  November  7. 

Business  is  quiet  here. 

Agar-A&ar  continues  firm,  at  365m.  per  100  kilos. 
Star-anise  is  firm  and  dearer,  at  195m.  per  100  kilos. 
Citric  Acid  is  quiet  and  lower,  at  280m.  per  100  kilos. 
Caraway-seed  is  very  firm,  at  52jm.  per  100  kilos,  for  new 
crop. 

Camphor,  Refined,  is  a  strong  market,  at  advancing  prices ; 
second-hand  holders  quote  spot  at  405m.  and  forward  410m.  per 
100  kilos. 

Coca-leaves  are  firm,  at  375m.  per  100  kilos. 

Cumin-seed  is  steady  ;  Malta  at  58m.  per  100  kilos. 

Ergot  of  Rye  shows  a  strong  market,  to-day's  quotation  being 
475m.  per  100  kilos. 

Lycopodium  is  very  firm,  at  375m.  per  100  kilos. 

Quinine  is  steady,  but  prices  are  still  unchanged  at  37m. 
per  kilo. 

Spermaceti  is  firmer  at  285m.  per  100  kilos. 

Spirit  of  Turpentine  is  quiet,  with  spot-offers  at  77m.  to  76m. 
per  100  kilos  Two  vessels  arrived  here  irom  America  last  week 
with  supplies. 

Wax  (Japan)  continued  firm  at  61m.  per  100  kilos. 

Oils. — Cod-liver  is  firm,  1899  non-congealing  oil  is  quoted  to- 
day at  65m.  per  barrel.  Castor  is  firm  but  slow  of  sale ;  first- 
pressing,  54|m.  per  100  kilos,  in  barrels.  Star-anise  is  firm  at 
l4f  m.  per  kilo.  Peppermint  quiet,|HGH  4.80m.  per  lb.,  and  Japan, 
7^m.  per  kilo.    Russian  anise,  14m.  per  kilo. 

American  Market. 

New  York,  October  31 

The  drug-market  has  been  active  during  the  past  week,  quieting 
down,  however,  towards  the  close  of  the  month.  The  consuming 
demand  continues  above  the  average,  and  dealers  are  generally 
well  satisfied  with  the  condition  of  trade.  Shipments  to  Cuba, 
Porto  Rico,  "and  the  Philippine  Islands  are  large  and  steadily 
increasing. 

Aloes. — All  varieties  are  firmer.  Curacoa  is  tending  upward, 
but  4£c.  will  still  buy.    Cape  is  scarce  at  5jc.  to  6c.  per  lb. 

Buchu-leaves  continue  to  harden,  and  are  now  quoted  at  23c. 
to  30c,  according  to  quality.  Small  parcels  of  inferior  "  short  " 
are  obtainable  at  20c.  per  lb. 

Balsam  Copaiba. — Central  American  is  in  good  demand  and 
steady  at  36c.    Para  is  firm  at  41c.  per  lb.    Supplies  are  light. 

Balsam  Tolu  is  moving  upward  and  quoted  at  28c.  to  30c. 
per  lb. 

Cocaine  is  very  firm  at  the  recent  advance  to  $6  per  oz. 

Coca-leaves  continue  to  advance.  A  recent  arrival  of  Huanaco 
•was  all  taken  up,  and  values  are  strong  at  26c.  to  28c.  per  lb.  for 
Truxillo,  and  34c.  to  36c.  for  Huanaco. 

Ergot. — Sales  of  Spanish  have  been  made  at  65c,  and  quota- 
tions are  now  firm  at  66c.    German  is  firm  at  55c.  per  lb. 

Honey  is  hardening  owing  to  scarcity  of  the  new  crop.  Prices 
are  certain  to  advance. 

Golden-seal  Root  (Hydrastis). — Stocks  are  in  firm  hands, 
and  quotations  strong,  at  58c.  to  60c.  per  lb. 

Ipecac. — Rio  is  in  improved  demand,  and  up  to  $3.60  has  been 
paid.    Current  quotations  are  $3.60  to  $3.75  per  lb. 

Opium  is  weaker  and  in  light  demand ;  $3.10  is  the  nominal 
quotation,  and  the  tandency  is  to  a  lower  market. 

Quinine  is  quiet,  pending  the  forthcoming  bark-sale.  Manu- 
facturers quote  27c.  to  30c.  per  oz.,  and  second-hands  offer  at  25c. 
to  27c,  but  are  not  anxious  to  sell. 

Peppermint  Oil  is  firmer,  in  view  of  the  improved  demand. 
At  present  no  change  is  reported,  but  as  distillers  are  asking  a 
higher  figure  for  this  year's  product  an  increased  demand  will 
probably  result  in  higher  prices  as  the  season  advances. 


Senega  continues  strong,  but  little  business  is  passing.  Western 
holders  quote  42c.  to  44c,  and  Southern  at  40c.  per  lb. 

Sassafras-bark  has  advanced,  and  up  to  8£c.  has  been  paid. 
Values  are  higher  at  85C.  to  9c.  per  lb.,  according  to  holder. 

Senna-leaves. — Lower  grades  of  Tinnevelly  have  sold  as  high 
as  12c,  and  up  to  20c  per  lb.  is  asked  for  choice  leaves.  Supplies 
are  very  low. 

Cablegrams. 

Smyrna,  November  8,  10  a.m.  :— American  buyers  have 
purchased  some  120  cases  at  the  equivalent  of  from  8s.  to 
8s  2d.  per  lb.,  f.o.b.  for  current  talequale. 

*  *  *  * 

New  Yoek,  Nov.  9,  2.44  p.m.  :— The  market  here  is  brisk 
generally.  Copaiba  balsam  is  firm  at  40j.  psr  lb.  Senega- 
root  is  advancing,  50c  psr  lb.  being  the  latest  quotation. 
Refined  camphor  still  mounts  higher,  and  has  now  reached 
49c.  per  lb.  Domestic  quinine  has  advanced  2c  per  oz.,  but 
Damiana  is  easy  at  7c.  per  lb.  The  market  is  bare  of  short 
buchu-leaves,  but  the  long  variety  is  selling  at  22c.  per  lb. 
Curacoa  aloes  is  advancing,  and  now  stands  at  5c.  per  lb. 
*  *  *  * 

Hamburg.  November  9,  12  20  p.m.  :— Camphor  has  ad- 
vanced by  5tn.  per  100  kilos,  to  410m.  in  second-hands. 
This  is  the  only  advance,  but  ergot,  lycopodium,  Japan  wax, 
star-anisa,  and  cod-liver  oil  are  firming  to  a  rise. 


London  Markets. 

Acid,  Citbic. — Quiet,  with  sellers  of  best  English  crystals 
at  Is.  3%d.  per  lb.  and  foreign  at  Is.  3d. 

Aconite  — Foreign  root  is  practically  unobtainable,  as 
much  as  44s.  per  cwt.  being  now  wanted  in  Germany.  The 
last  sales  here  were  at  about  48s.,  spot,  and  although 
cheaper  sales  were  made  earlier  in  the  season,  it  is  difficult 
to  get  delivery. 

Aloes. —  About  100  boxes,  mostly  dull  livery  Curacao, 

have  arrived  this  week. 

Abrowroot. — Steady.  The  St.  Vincents  in  sale  last 
Wednesday  was  bought  in  at  i\d.  to  4§<2  per  lb. 

Arsenic. — English  lump  remains  very  scarce,  at  332. 
per  ton,  and  powder  at  191.  15s  to  2)01.  per  ton,  ex  wharf. 
Fair  sales  for  foreign  account  have  been  made  lately. 

Asafetida. — Quiet,  with  small  transactions  at  35s.  for 
low  sandy  block  and  60s.  per  cwt.  for  good  ditto  with  some 
free  drop. 

Balsam  Canada  has  become  somewhat  scarce  in  Canada 
of  late,  the  c.i.f.  price  now  being  Is.  1\d.  to  Is.  id.  pei  lb. 
in  barrels,  with  sellers  at  Is.  3d.  net  on  the  spot. 

Balsam  Pebu. — Quiet,  at  7s.  6d.  per  lb.  spot. 
Balsam  Tolct. — Medium  grades  are  in  plentiful  supply, 
but  good  hard  is  worth  Is.  id.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.,  and  is  scarce. 

Benzoin.— The  inquiry  continues,  and  stocks  of  Sumatra 
gum  are  being  appreciably  reduced—  so  much  so  that  old 
parcels  are  finding  an  outlet.  There  have  been  no  arrivals 
of  Sumatra  this  week. 

Camphor. — Refined  camphor  was  again  advanced  Id.  per 
lb.  on  Friday  of  last  week,  manufacturers  now  quoting  bells 
and  flowers  at  Is.  lid.  in  ton  lots.  They  are  not,  however, 
free  sellers,  and  all  orders  ha?e  to  be  submitted.  German 
refiners  do  not  offer  as  a  rule,  but  in  second-hands  the 
equivalent  of  Is.  lid.  is  quoted  for  ton  lots.  The  crude 
product  has  become  still  stronger,  and  importers'  prices  are 
altogether  out  of  proportion  to  London  values,  162s.  6d.  per 
cwt.,  c.i.f.,  being  quoted  for  Japanese ;  and  Chinese  159s., 
ci.f. 

Cocoa-butteb. — The  entire  quantity  offered  in  the  Am- 
sterdam auctions  was  sold,  as  follows : — Eighty-seven  tons 
Van  Houten's,  at  87c.  to  93§c,  the  average  price  being 
about  9133c;  1  ton  Helm  brand,  at  91^3.;  and  3  tons 
Hamer,  at  923.  to  93o.  per  half-kilo.    The  tone  was  firm. 

Dbagon's-blood. — Fine  re-boiled  lump,  which  is  in  the 
hands  of  one  broker  only,  is  still  held  for  extreme  rates. 

Galls.— Very  firm  and  in  fair  inquiry,  with  sales  of 
Persian  blue  at  65s.  to  67s.  6d.  per  cwt. :  green  are  also  held 
for  high  prices.  Higher  prices  are  asked  for  Chinese  on  the 
spot — viz.,  62s.  fid.  to  65s.,  and  59s.  6d.  for  arrival.  Japanese 
quiet,  at  59s.  6d.,  c.i.f. 
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Guaeana. — For  good  roll  Is  fid.  per  lb.  spot  is  wanted.  A 
c.i.f.  quotation  is  is.  6d. 

Gum  Arabic. — In  so-called  Persian  insoluble  sorts  small 
sales  have  been  made  at  20s.  6d.  to  21s.  6d.  per  cwt.  for  fair 
to  good  sorts,  and  14s.  for  blocky. 

GUM  Teagaoanth. — For  Persian  kinds  the  demand  con- 
tinues fairly  active  at  somewhat  irregular  rates,  especially 
for  the  lower  grades.  Btghdad  kinds  are  in  small  supply 
and  selection  poor.  Of  Bassora  hog  gum  a  few  sales  of  fine 
have  been  made  at  75s.  per  cwt. 

Ipecacuanha. — The  demand  still  continues,  and  on 
Monday  some  15  to  20  bales  of  Rio  root  changed  hands 
at  14s.  to  14s.  3d.  per  lb.  Cartagena  has  also  been  dealt  in 
at  from  9s.  10(2.  to  10s.  Thirty  bales  of  the  latter  description 
have  ariived  this  week,  but  no  Eio. 

Jalap  has  advanced  in  the  United  States,  and  it  is 
expected  that  still  higher  prices  will  be  asked.  For  good 
■quality  6^d.  to  Id.  per  lb.,  c  i  f.,  is  quoted.  Here  the  article 
has  been  neglected  for  a  long  period. 

Menthol  — Little  doing  here,  although  Japanese  cable 
quota' ions  are  again  higher,  asking  8s.  9d.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.,  but 
on  the  spot  there  ate  sellers  at  8s.  4§(2.  per  lb  ,  which  figure 
has  been  paid  to-day. 

Musk. — Easier.  Fine  thin  skin  blue  pod  is  worth  65s 
per  oz  Sales  of  ordinary  Pile  3  have  been  made  at  20s.  to 
22s.  6d.,  and  blue  pod  at  33s  per  oz. 

The  shipments  from  Shanghai  during  July  amounted  to  97y§ 
•catties,  of  which  62  catties  went  to  Marseilles,  U^l  to  Hong- 
Kong,  14  to  Kobe",  and  7  to  London. 

Oil,  Anise  Star. — Slightly  easier,  there  being  sellers  at 
6s  td.  per  lb.  on  the  spot,  at  which  small  sales  have  been 
made  this  week. 

Oil,  Citronella. — Quiet  and  unchanged,  with  small  sales 
at  ll\d.  per  lb.  in  lins,  and  lid.  in  drums,  on  the  spot. 

Oil,  Cod  Liver. — Again  dearer;  75s.  per  barrel  c.i.f. 
being  the  general  quotation,  and  some  talk  of  80s.  Bids, 
however,  at  the  lower  figrure  would  be  submitted. 

Bebgen,  November  4. — For  non-congealing  Lofoten  oil  sellers 
now  require  66s.  per  barrel,  f.o.b.,  and  have  in  a  few  instances 
obtained  this  figure  for  small  parcels.  The  market  is  very  firm, 
and  stocks  are  exceptionally  small.  The  exports  to  date  are 
12,199  barrels,  against  7,057  at  the  same  time  last  year. 

Mr.  Joh.  Rye  Holmboe,  in  his  latest  report  dated  October  31, 
states  that  during  the  dead  summer  season  it  appears  that  all 
available  stocks  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  large  exporters,  and 
that  there  is  now  no  oil  to  be  had  in  the  open  market.  At  the 
same  time  large  lots  of  cod-liver  oil  have  been  sold,  partly  for 
industrial  purposes,  partly  to  certain  continental  markets,  where 
this  class  of  oil  is  only  used  when  cheap,  but  in  large  quantities. 
The  present  position  is  consequently  small  stocks  in  firm  hands. 
The  latest  sales  have  been  at  65s.,  c.i.f. 

Oil,  Lavknder. — Genuine  Mitcham  oil  remains  low  in 
price,  being  obtainable  direct  from  the  growers  at  36s.  per  lb. 

Oil,  Lbmongrass. — Quiet,  at  3\d.  per  oz.  spot,  or  3£d.  to 
arrive. 

Oil,  Peppermint. — Japanese  dementholised  has  advanced 
to  4s.  lfd  per  lb.  c  i.f.,  that  being  the  cable  quotation  on 
Wednesday;  on  the  spot  there  are  still  sellers  at  3s.  7|d  to 
3s.  9d.  English  is  steady  at  26s.  to  27s.  per  lb.,  according 
to  holder.  The  quotation  which  we  gave  last  week  referred 
to  an  exceptional  parcel,  and  part  of  it  has  been  sold  at 
cash  rates. 

Oil,  Rose. — For  very  common  East  Indian  6d.  per  oz  has 
been  paid  this  week,  and  to  arrive  the  extreme  figure  of  lid. 
is  asked  for  finest. 

Opium. — All  grades  are  quiet  and  unchanged,  holders 
remaining  very  firm. 

Smybna,  October  27.— Business  has  been  very  satisfactory  this 
week,  and  holders  show  a  readiness  to  sell,  so  that  the  market  ib 
slightly  easier  on  the  whole.  The  rapid  progress  which  has  been 
made  with  the  autumn  sowings  has  also  contributed  to  the  decline. 
The  sales  for  the  week  are  as  follows  : — 100  cases  Dutch  grades  at 
the  equivalent  of  8s.  8d.  per  lb.  c.i.f.  (25  cases  of  this  transaction 
were,  however,  rejected  as  not  suitable  for  the  Dutch  East  India 
colonies)  ;  6  cases  current  and  Karahissar  at  8s.  4d.  to  8s.  6d.,  and 
1  case  Yerli  at  9s.  5d.  The  sales  this  month  amount  to  380  cases, 
the  greater  part  of  which,  new-current  talequale,  have  been 
shipped  to  the  United  States,  70  Holland  grades  for  the  Dutch 
East  Indies,  and  the  balance  for  England  and  the  Continent.  The 


arrivals  amount  to  2,020  cases  against  1,026  at  same  Iperiod  last 
year,  and  in  Constantinople  up  to  October  21,  1,293  against  974  in 
1898.  The  stock  on  this  market  now  consists  of  2,208  cases,  and 
in  Constantinople  of  583  cases. 

Obeis. — The  position  is  again  firmer,  quotations  in  one 
quarter  having  been  advanced  Is  per  cwt.,  and  now  stand  at 
51s.  per  cwt.  c.i.f.,  for  picked  Florentine,  47s.  for  "sorts," 
and  46s.  for  small  whioe.  Wail  advices  from  Leghorn  in 
another  direction  say  that  55s.  per  cwt.  c.i.f.  is  the  lowest 
quotation  for  picked.  Tne  c.i.f.  quotations  of  Verona  root 
are  much  above  London  parity,  and  it  is  possible  to  buy 
at  less  than  24s.  in  second  hands  The  article  is  quiet  this 
week. 

A  Leghorn  correspondent,  writing  on  November  6,  says  that  it 
is  generally  believed  this  speculation  is  likely  to  turn  out  success- 
ful, as  in  the  hands  of  producers  and  small  dealers  there  is  nothing 
left  to  speak  of.  The  crop  of  Florentine  root  is  considered  to  be 
much  inferior  to  an  average  one,  not  only  as  part  of  the  1900  root 
has  been  taken  out  this  year,  but  because  under  pressure  of  low 
prices,  plantations  have  been  greatly  neglected  of  late.  Verona 
root  has  also  followed  the  upward  movement,  but  so  far  not  in 
equal  proportion.  At  present  it  stands  at  about  half  the  value  of 
Florentine,  which  has  never  been  the  case  before.  No  doubt  a 
further  rise  in  Verona  will  take  place  before  long. 

Quicksilveb. — On  Wednesday  the  first-hand  price  was 
advanced  2s.  6d.,  and  is  now  91  7s.  Gd.  per  bottle.  A 
reference  is  ma  le  to  the  position  of  this  article  under  the 
Board  of  Trade  returns. 

Quinine. — Quiet,  with  a  gradually  declining  market  in 
second-hands  until  to-day;  Is.  l%d.  per  oz  is  quoted  for 
December,  and  Is.  2d  for  March  delivery. 

On  November  3  one  of  the  leading  local  Amsterdam  paper 
(Handelsblad)  published  a  telegram  received  from  Batavia,  that 
during  1900  five  auction  of  Java  quinine  instead  of  one  will  be 
held  at  Batavia.  The  auction  which  was  to  be  held  on  Janu- 
ary 31,  1900,  has  been  postponed  until  February  28  and  March  1, 
1900. 

Saffron. — Firmer,  at  from  38s.  Gd.  to  40s.  per  lb.  for 
finest  new  Valencia.  Prices  are  not  yet  fixed  on  a  stable 
basis,  and  they  will  depend  upon  the  outturn  of  the  present 
crop,  which  cannot  yet  be  estimated. 

Seeds. —  More  doing  in  Russian  Anise,  at  19s.  Qd.  to  20s.  per 
cwt  Caraways  are  considerably  dearer,  at  27s.  to  28s.  per 
cwt  for  fair  to  good  Datch.  Coriander  steady,  at  10s.  6d. 
to  lis.  6d.  per  cwt.  for  common  to  good  Morocco.  Cumin 
steady,  at  28s.  to  30s.  per  cwt.  for  Morocco  and  at  34s.  to 
36s.  for  Malta.  Morocco  Fenugreek  is  dearer,  7s.  per  cwt. 
being  now  required.  Canary  firmer  ;  a  parcel  of  Turkish  at 
auction  was  bought  in  at  37s.  per  qr.  Linseed  steady, 
57s.  Gd.  per  qr.  being  asked  for  Sicilian. 

Senega  — A  little  is  obtainable  on  the  spot  at  2?.  2d.  to 
2s.  3d  per  lb.,  while  for  arrival  2s.  Id.  to  2s.  l^d.  is  wanted 
for  Western  root. 

Senna. — A  considerable  business  has  been  done  in  small 
green  Tinnevelly-leaf  this  week  at  prices  ranging  from  <\d. 
to  5d.  per  lb,  according  to  colour.  Alexandrian  is  quiet; 
pods,  however,  are  scarce. 

Spices. — The  market  generally  has  been  firm,  with  a  fair 
business  passing.  At  Wednesday's  auctions  Cochin  (finger 
partly  sold  at  steady  rates :  boldish  medium  native  cut  at 
66s.  Gd  ,  good  small  at  37s.  Gd.  per  cwt. ;  small  washed  rough 
at  23s.,  while  fair  and  good  boldish  washed  rough  were  bought 
in  at  27s.  to  30s.  per  cwt.  Zanzibar  Cloves  rather  dearer, 
January- March  delivery  having  been  sold  at  3^d.,  and  March- 
May  at  3%d.  per  lb.  Japan  Chillies  were  bought  in  at  40s. 
per  cwt.  for  good  red  picked.  Pimento  firm,  but  mostly 
withdrawn  ;  common  sold  at  3£d.,  fair  at  3\d.,  and  fine  at 
3^d.  per  lb.  A  quantity  of  Cinnamon- chips,  offered  without 
reserve,  sold  at  Id.  to  3d.  per  lb  for  pieces,  quillings  at  b\d. 
per  lb  ,  featherings  at  4(2.  to  4fd.  per  lb.,  bark  and  common 
chips  at  2d.  to  3d.  per  lb.  Black  Pepper  has  been  very 
firm  during  the  week  without  any  quotable  change  in  value ; 
white  pepper  also  has  remained  firm  with  more  demand. 

Thymol  bas  advanced  about  2s.  per  lb.,  and  very  little 
is  to  be  had  in  second-hands  at  9s.  to  9s.  Gd.  per  lb. ;  in  fact, 
it  was  reported  on  Wednesday  that  the  outside  figure  had 
been  paid.  One  or  two  purchases  were  made  before  the 
advance,  at  6s.  Gd.  per  lb.,  and  some  dealers  appear  to  have 
cleared  out  their  stock  before  the  advance.  Makers  are  not 
as  a  rule  free  sellers. 
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V-ALEBIAN. — In  conjui_ction  with  otLer  continental  herbs 
is  Dimly  held,  as  much  as  30s.  per  cwt.  c.i.f.  being  wanted 
for  good  root. 

V/NIILA.— At  auction  on  Wfdrefday  a  good  snpply"of 
600  tins  was  offered,  and  mostly  fold  at  full  prices,  con- 
sidering the  pcorish  quality.  The  buk  consisted  of 
Seychelles  which  sold  at  the  following  raies  : — 
Fair  to  good  chocolate,  9  inches,  30s.  per  lb. ;  7J  inches  to 
9  inches,  28s.  to  29s. ;  64  inches  to  7  inches,  25s.  to  26s.  6d. ; 
4J  inches  to  6  inches,  24s.  6c2.  per  lb.  Bourbon,  inches  to 
9  inches,  27s.  to  27s.  6c2.  ;  6  inches  to  6£  inches,  26s.  to  26s.  Gd. ; 
and  5  inches  to  5?  inches,  25s.  to  25s.  Gd.  Mauritius,  inches 
to  7  inches,  24s.  Gd. ;  and  common,  lis.  Gd.  Australian,  5j  to 
7  inches,  19s.  Ed.  per  lb.    Tahiti,  good,  sold  at  7s.  9d. 

Wax,  Bees'. — At  auction  on  Wednesday  72  packages 
Zanzibar  offered  and  sold  at  62.  5s.  to  62.  12s.  6d.  per  cwt. 


Commercial  IRotes. 


BOURBON  VANILLA. 

The  expert  of  vanilla  from  Bourbon  coubled  itself  in  1898, 
tbe  quantity  shipped  being  200  tons  (275,3512.)  against 
100  tons  (168,9322.)  in  1897.  Vanilla-plantiDg  is  taking 
the  place  of  sugar  in  Bourbon,  and  the  British  Consul  there 
is  of  opinion  that  the  inevitable  result  of  a  fall  in  price 
owing  to  overproduction  will  ensue.  [It  has  not  come 
yet. — Ed.]  The  method  of  drying  vanilla  by  the  chloride- 
of-calcium  process  continues  to  yield  the  most  satisfactory 
results,  and  is  adopted  to  the  exclusion  of  all  other  methods 
by  the  Credit  Foncier  Colonial.  The  reason  why  vanilla  is 
so  extensively  cultivated  in  Bourbon  is  because  the  crop 
requires  little  labour,  and  has  the  advantage  of  quick  returns 
upon  capital. 

GOTHENBURG  TAKES  MORE  CHEMICALS. 

The  following  chemicals,  &c,  were  imported  into  Gothen- 
burg in  1898,  the  figures  in  brackets  being  those  for  1897  : — 
Alkali,  5  022  tons  (4,234)  ;  chloride  of  lime.  23,120  cwt. 
(16,360)  ;  chlorate  of  potash,  2,660  cwt.  (4  080)  ;  chemical 
preparations,  9,6752.  (8,4752.);  Glauber  salts,  4,343  tons 
(4,364)  ;  saltpetre,  1,440  cwt.  (1600)  ;  sulphur  and  flowers 
of  sulphur,  6,636  tons  (5,028)  ;  alum.  3,580  cwt.  (1  520)  ; 
cinnamon,  780  cwt  (660)  ;  pepper,  2,620  cwt.  (2,340);  and 
turpentine,  2,700  cwt.  (2,380). 

ALEPPO  DRUG  AND   CHEMICAL  TRADE. 

A  French  consular  report  on  the  trade  of  Aleppo  during 
1898  states  that  there  was  a  substantial  decrease  in  the 
importation  of  drugs  and  chemicals.  Great  Britain  supplied 
the  bulk  of  the  acids  and  patent  medicines.  Fiance  fur- 
nished sulphuric  acid  and  boric  acid  ;  Italy,  citric  and 
tartaric  acids ;  Germany,  aniline  salts  and  magnesia  salts. 
Tbe  entire  value  of  the  chemical  importations  were 
120  OOOfl.  (13.  =  Is.  8d.),  and  drugs  70,000fl.  The  export  of 
Aleppo  palls  was  less  than  one-third  of  a  normal  year,  and 
amounted  to  200  OOOfl.,  the  bulk  of  which  went  to  Germany 
and  Great  Britain.  About  300  tons  of  olive  oil  was  shipped, 
valued  at  100,000fl.,  cf  which  about  three-quarters  went  to 
Turkish  ports  and  Egypt,  and  the  remainder  to  Europe. 

BRITISH  TRADE   WITH   ZANZIBAR  DECREASING. 

It  is  disappointing,  to  those  who  hoped  our  protectorate 
over  Zanzibar  would  lead  to  increased  British  trade  there, 
to  find  from  the  figures  furnished  in  a  report  from  the 
Foreign  Office  that,  excepting  Holland,  Great  Britain  is  tbe 
only  foreign  country  having  commercial  relations  with 
Zanzibar  whose  imports  in  1898  compare  unfavourably  with 
those  of  the  previous  year.  Her  trade  fell  from  159,8942.  in 
1897  to  121,2112.  last  \ear— a  decline  of  38,6832.  Great 
Biitain  still  heads  tbe  list  of  European  countries  in  the 
value  of  her  imports,  but  in  the  past  seven  years  British 
trade  has  increased  by  only  2,3942.,  where  that  of  Germany 
has  gone  up  15,2812.  Chiefly  contributing  to  this  result  is 
the  longer  credit  given  by  German  firms. 

CONDENSED  MILK  IN  SOUTH  FORMOSA. 

In  his  report  on  the  trade  of  Tainan  for  1898,  Mr.  Acting- 
Consul  Griffiths  draws  attention  to  the  fact  that  German 
condensed  milk  has  lost  its  hold  on  the  Formosan  markets 
owing  to  deterioration  in  quality.  In  1897  the  Anglo-Swiss 
and  American  milk  had  been  almost  entirely  supplanted 


by  the  German,  as  tbe  latter  was  sold  at  a  much  lower  figure 
It  failed,  however,  to  keep  up  to  the  required  quality,  and 
towards  the  end  of  1897  some  consignments  ariived  so  bad 
as  to  be  practically  worthless.  Anglo-Swiss  and  American 
makes  are  thus  re-established.  The  trade  is  a  small  but 
increasing  one,  the  imports  into  Tainan  for  1898  being 
6  469  dozen  tins  (1,6072.),  against  5,535  dozen  (1,3902.)  in 
1897. 

TRADE  OF  BORNEO   AND  SARAWAK. 

An  interesting  sketch  of  Borneo  and  Sarawak  is  con- 
tained in  the  report  by  our  Consul  there,  Mr.  Kejser,  who 
says  that  Sarawak  produces  gold,  silver,  diamonds,  antimony, 
quicksilver,  coal,  guttapercha,  indiarubber,  bilian  (bard 
wood),  cares,  rattans,  camphor,  beeswax,  birdsnests,  sago, 
tapioca,  pepper,  gambier,  tea,  coffee,  and  cutch.  Trie  climate- 
is  healthy  for  Europeans,  and  the  general  health  is  good. 
The  trade-returns  are  not  jet  published,  but  there  is  a 
large  increase  in  the  export  of  all  cultivated  produce,  such 
as  sago,  pepper,  and  gambier.  Pepper  and  gambier  gardens 
owned  by  Chinese  have  increased  considerably  of  late  years, 
and  represent  a  large  area  of  cultivation.  The  cultivation 
of  saco  annually  shows  a  marked  increase  :  257,764  piculs 
were  exported  in  1898.  There  are  now  ten  sago-factories  in 
Knching.  and  eighty  schooners  are  employed  in  carrying 
there  the  raw  sago  for  refining. 

MEXICAN  TRADE  AND  INDUSTRY. 

Mr.  Acting- Consul  Biorklund  has  produced  a  detailed  and 
exhaustive  survey  of  trade  and  industry  in  Mexico  in  1898 
(F.O.,  No.  2,336,  price  2|d.),  which  will  pay  for  perusal  by 
those  interested  in  that  country.  About  drugs  and  chemicals, 
however,  he  has  little  to  say  beyond  a  few  remarks  regard- 
ing the  imports,  which  appear  to  have  increased  hy  30,0002., 
the  figures  being  344  8092.  in  1897  and  376  6152  in  1898. 
Of  this  amount  caustic  soda  and  potash  represent  a  value  of 
more  than  4,0002.  above  what  was  importfd  in  1897.  This 
ir  crease  in  the  imports  of  these  articles  is  due  to  tbe  cotton- 
mills,  bleaching- works,  and  soap-factories  that  have  lately 
been  established  in  the  city  of  Mexico,  Guadalajara, 
Monterey,  and  several  others  in  the  State  of  Coahuila, 
owned  by  a  syndicate  known  as  the  "  Compafiia  Industrial 
Jabonera  de  la  Laguna."  The  production  of  caustic  soda 
and  potash  in  Mexico  is  not  nearly  sufficient  for  the  con- 
sumption, and  therefore  has  to  be  imported.  The  remainder 
of  the  increase  is  to  be  fouDd  under  the  very  extensive 
denomination  "  miscellaneous  drugs  and  chemicals,"  which 
covers  the  imports  of  patent  medicines  and  drugs  and  other 
special  preparations  not  otherwise  specified. 

TRADE  OF  KIUNGCHOW. 

An  interesting  insight  into  the  character  of  the  trade  of  a 
lesser  Chinese  port  is  given  in  the  report  of  tbe  Brit'sh 
Consul  at  Kiungchow.  In  so  far  as  it  came  under  the  cog- 
nisance of  the  foreign  Customs,  the  total  value  of  tbe  trade 
of  the  port  in  1898  was  525,7512..  and  of  this  fully  95|  per 
cent,  was  with  Hong-Kong.  Apart  from  rice,  we  are  told, 
half  the  value  of  the  imports  is  made  up  by  opium,  kerosene, 
and  cotton  yarn.  In  kerosene  America  easily  holds  the 
fielri,  though  Sumatra  is  a  good  second.  About  the  middle 
of  1898  an  effort  was  made  to  introduce  Russian  kerosene  on 
the  market,  but  it  did  not  meet  with  any  favour.  British 
steamers  get  the  bulk  of  the  carrying  trade,  but  the  junks 
also  do  a  great  deal,  though  no  sailing  vessel  of  foreign  type 
has  been  seen  in  the  port  since  1893.  The  value,  of  tbe 
opium  imported  was  48  4742.,  against  40,6682  in  1897.  The 
bulk  of  this  was  Patna,  only  3,2852  worth  of  Benares  and 
no  Malwa  or  Turkey  at  all  being  imported.  The  above 
figures  do  not  by  any  means  show  tbe  total  amount  of 
foreign  opium  consumed  in  the  consular  district  of  Kiung- 
chow, as  Patna  to  the  value  of  10,1682.  was  brought  to 
Hainan  and  Leichow  by  junk.  Other  imports  into  Kiung- 
chow were: — Aniline  dyes,  5212.  (7712.)  ;  ginseng,  12  705  lbs., 
or  6,1742  (14  376  lbs.,  7.3112.) ;  medicines,  7,2972  (8,7812.); 
white  we x  102  cwt,  1,2312.  (115  cwt.,  1  4482.),  and  wood- 
oil,  789  cwt.,  8352.  (562  cwt..  62?2.).  Among  the  exoorts 
were:— Cuttlefish  1.149  cwt.,  1.9732  (1  154  cwt.,  2  0202); 
galangal-root,  22,758  cwt.,  4,6422.  (46,457  cwt,  9  8812); 
hov^y",  1,024  cwt.,  1  0192.  (498  cwt.,  5232);  and  medicines, 
3  6232.  (4,8352.).  Tbe  figures  in  parentheses  are  those  for 
1897. 


For  "Corning  Events"  see  page  806. 


